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bstract

The Yuan Dynasty shipwreck site of Dalian Island is located at the north
tip of Haitan Strait, Pingtan County, Fujian Province. Underwater archaeology
investigations have been conducted at the site since it was discovered in 2006.
Underwater archaeological excavation was carried out in 2007. Excavations
yielded remains of the shipwreck and its cargo. The majority of the cargo
consisted of Longquan celadon wares, as well as a small quantity of earthenware
and iron objects. All of the Longquan celadon wares recovered were commercial
merchandise, including various kinds of big plates, dishes, washers, bowls and
jarlets. Decorative techniques applied to the celadon wares include incising,
appliqué and stamping; motifs include flora, ripples, double-fish, dragon
and cloud, auspicious birds and figures. By comparing these examples with
analogical ceramics discovered from Longquan kiln sites and other overseas
shipwrecks, researchers have reached the preliminary conclusion that the
Longquan celadon wares from the Dalian shipwreck site might have been
produced in Longquan Dayao kilns and Chatian Xikou kilns, dating back to the
mid and late Yuan Dynasty; other types of artifacts from the shipwreck might
have been intended for daily use. The Dalian ship is supposed to have set out
from the port of Fuzhou (or Wenzhou), intending to sail southward to Southeast
Asia (or Quanzhou Port). It provides very important underwater archaeological
data for studying the Yuan Dynasty Maritime Silk Road, Chinese shipbuilding

history, overseas transportation and trading ceramics.
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