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Preface

Zhejiang Province is one of China's ancient civilization sources. It is a province, which
concentrated the good quantity of traditional culture, and is named as a land of cultural prod-
ucts at home and abroad.

The tradition of book collection in Zhejiang has a long history, and has been keeping long
lasting with an important position in China. According to the incomplete statistics, there were more
then 400 private bibliophiles since Jin to Qing Dynasties (AD 245-1911). More then 200 ancient
library buildings, which could be searched. The private Tianyi Ge Ancient Library of Ming Dynasty
(since AD1566) in Ningbo City, Bagianjuan Lou Ancient Library of Qing Dynasty (since AD1888) in
Hangzhou, Jiaye Ancient Library in Nanxun Township, in the period of Republic of China (since
AD1924), etc. They are all famous and widely known in China. The Government run ancient libraries
were the imperial house library of Wuyue Kingdom in the period of "Five Dynasties" (AD907-960),
the Secretary Library of South Song Dynasty (AD1127-1279), the Wenlan Ge Imperial Library of
Qing Dynasty (since AD17871) etc. Zhejiang province is also one of the earliest public library devel-
opment in China. As one of the earliest public libraries in China, Zhejiang Library has stood up to all
tests through a hundred years. It became a bright pearl in Southeast China with its rich collections.

A hundred years ago, Zhejiang Library was established at the 26th year (AD1900) of Guangxu
Emperor, Qing Dynasty. At that time, the collection of this library had more then 9,000 volumes,
which included: "The History of the 24 Dynasties Ordered by the Emperor" ,"Tongjiang Qilan Read
and Remarks by the Emperors”, " The Strategy of the Founding New-Dynasty by the Emperor". It
also included the books, which introduced the western science and culture, etc. On the 3rd year of
Xuantong Emperor (AD1911), the government allocated the Wenlan Ge "Siku Quangshu"(the ‘four
vaults' of classic, history, philosophy, and collected works of literature) to Zhejiang Library. From then
on, this library had received the donation by many famous bibliophiles, scholars, professors and
specialists from home and abroad. And also through the hard working of purchasing, solicit for
donations by several generations of the librarians, this library has become a large scale and compre-
hensive library with more then 4 million volumes of collection. One of the outstanding characteristics
of the collection is the ancient and rare book section in this library.

The treasures in this library included the collection of manuscripts, transcripts, editions of wood
or copper-block-printed, wood-block-printed editions from foreign countries, wood-block-printed plates,
ancient and rare books with comments and remarks by famous scholars, early China's newspapers
and periodicals, ancient rubbings from tablets, calligraphy, and famous scholars' letters collections,
etc. According to the record, the ancient and rare books in this library's special collection are famous
and well known at home and abroad both the quantity and quality.

Among the collection of manuscripts and transcripts, the most treasures of its holding are the
"Beihcao Xieben'(the transcripts of the Buddha Bible Roll from Dunhuang in Five Dynasties AD 557-
581), "Tangren Xiejing(the transcripts of the Buddha Bible Role from Dunhuang in Tang Dynasty AD



618-907), and the Wenlan Ge "Siku Quanshu". "Beichao Xieben" and "Tangren Xiejing" were tran-
scribed on the paper, which were made of jute. The columns were drawn with pencil. The styles of
calligraphy were the same, and were called the calligraphy style of Buddha Bible, like "The Bible of
Dafang Guangfu Huayan" of Beichao Xieben. "The Bible of Jingan Bang Ruo Bolomy" of Tangren
Xiejing has the postscripts and remarks by the Buddha Master Hongyi. "The Bible of Fu Shuo Rulai
Xianhao" has the postscripts and remarks by Mr. Ma Xulun and Mr. Shao Peizi. Since Wenlan Ge
"Siku Quanshu" was stored in the Imperial Library Building in 1787, it had stood up all the tests and
still kept completely through social disturbance, getting heavy losses, supplementary transcripts, and
removals. Comparison with other sets of Wenyuan Ge, Wenijin Ge, and Wensuo Ge's "Siku Quanshu",
which were revised, while they were compiling, Wenlan Ge's "Siku Quanshu" has its own character-
istic of completed. The other transcripts of this library's holdings are also in much quantity and high
quality. There are "The Selected Bibles of Gaoshang Yuhuang","Shitong Huiyao", "Ming Wen Hai",
"Mingshi Dili Zigao", and "Continued the Old Poems of Yong Shangshi", etc.

The manuscripts of Ming Dynasty are in good status. For instance, "The Poem of Unofficial
History of Nanyu", and "The Book Draft by Wan Shi", etc. It has also much more quantity in Qing
Dynasty. For example, "Si Shuyu", "Shiyi Xiangjie", "Suiyuan Shigao", "Rensheng Jiyou", "Lianshan
Zhoushi", "San Zhuanli Xuekao", "Yaoji Chuanshi" etc.

Among the ancient and ra\re book collections in Zhejiang Library, there is abundance in editions
of wood-block-printing from dynasty to dynasty. There are certain amount of the editions of wood-
block-printing in Song and Yuan Dynasties (AD960-1368). In the editions of wood-block-printed of
Song Dynasty (AD960-1279), there are Buddha's Bible rolls, which stored in the West Lake Lei Fen
Pagoda, Hangzhou and printed at the 8th year of Kaibao Emperor (AD975), "Xinkan Minchen
Beizhuang Wanyan Ji" ( a collection of New Issue of Famous Officer, Wanyan), which was printed in
the period of Shao Xi Emperor (AD1190-1194), and is still completed as the original. "Gujin Hebi
Shilei Beiyao" was printed in Song Dynasty. It is so treasured for its excellent high quality of carving
and printing. There is also certain quantity of the editions of wood-block-printing in Yuan Dynasty
(AD1279-1368). "A Collection of Qianshi Cheng Xiansheng Muzhong" of 11 volumes which was
printed by Youyu Tang of Wu Family. Its form of printed character is clear and without illegible, which
has only two sets still left in China, but this one is the only completed set. Some other editions of
wood-block-printed in Yuan Dynasty are "Collection of Qianzhu Tao Yuan Ming", "Collection of Tang
Shi Guchui" etc.

The editions of wood-block-printing in Ming Dynasty (AD 1368-1644) are the main body of the
rare book collection in this library. There are more then 3000 sets. Among them, more then 80 sets
were printed during the Hongwu Emperor to Hongzhi Emperor (AD1368-1505). More then 230 titles
of the only one in China which were collected in "China General Bibliography of Ancient and Rare
Books", and it is constituted about 10% of this category books in this library. Besides, the "Zhizi
Tongjiang Gangmu Faming" was printed at the 21st year of Hongwu Emperor (AD1369) in Jiangan
Shuxi, "Xiaoshun Shishi" was printed at 18th year of Yongle Emperor (AD1421) in the inner govern-
ment printing house, "Ming Yi Zazhu" was printed at the period of Hongzhi Emperor (AD 1488-1505),
etc. Itis really worth to be mentioned that "Bei Zang" was printed in the period of 8th year of Yongle



Emperor to 5th year of Zhentong Emperor (AD1411-1441), and made supplementary printed in the
period of Wanli Emperor (AD 1573-1620). The carving and printing of this book is cleverly made,
and of the finest quality. Until now, this set of 6334 volumes of book is looked like brand new. The
decoration of this book is quite typical. It used hundreds of different colors, different threads in texture
to design the book cover, back cover, and the book enclosing cases for protection, which are at-
tracted by its various myriad of phases and phenomena. 1000 volumes of "Taipin Yulan" were printed
with copper-blocks in 2nd year of Wanli Emperor (AD 1574). 10,000 volumes of "Gujin Tushu Jicheng"
were the copper-block-printing, which was originally compiled by Chen Menlei in the period of Kangxi
Emperor (AD 1662-1722), was revised by Jiang Tingxi in the period of Yongzhen Emperor (AD 1723-
1735). The whole set of this book was divided into 6 parts, 32sections and 6109 chapters with more
then 190 million Chinese characters. It was printed only 64 sets at that time. This set of book in
Zhejiang Library was granted by Qianling Emperor to Zibuzu Zai of Bao Family, Hangzhou.

Zhejiang Library also collected the ancient editions of wood-block-printed from abroad. Among
them, there are also a lot of high quality editions. "Kuibendazhi Zhuru Houiji" was printed in 19th year
of Qingchang Emperor (AD1614), Japan. "Changlin Leiji" was printed in 17th year of Kuangyong
Emperor (AD 1640), Japan. "Collection of Cangzhen" was printed in 2nd year of Shozu Emperor (AD
1615), Korea. "Guijin Lidai Biaoti Zuxi Shilue Tongkao" was the edition of copper-block-printing in the
15th year of Xunzu Emperor (AD 1582). And there is aiso the Buddhist Sutra written on palm leaves
from ancient Burma, etc.

About the rare books were remarked and commented by the famous scholars of the past
dynasties, the typical ones are the "Beichao Xieben" and "Tangren Xiejing". Besides, there are: "Ji
Zhongmin Gong Nianpu" written by Wan Siren in Ming Dynasty, but proofread to establish correct
version by Ji Lisun and Ji Bansun in Qing Dynasty, "Sitong Huiyao" was written by Liu Sheng, was
transcribed by Wan Tai in 1625, and wrote the postscript on it.

One hundred years ago, at the beginning of the establishment of Zhejiang Library, it paid spe-
cial attention to collect, to restore to good order and shape, usage and preservation the newspapers
and periodicals. The precious materials are still well preserved. "Xiaohai Yuebao" is the earliest
pictorial in China, The first issue is on July 1878. "Jin Shi Bao" is the first newspaper in Hangzhou,
which was issued in 1897. The first issue of "Hangzhou Baihua Bao" is in 1901. "Xinmin Cunbao"
was edited by Liang Qicao and was published by Xinmin Press House at Yokohama, Japan, in Jan/
1902. "Zhejiang Cao" was published in Tokyo by Zhejiang People's Club in 1903. "Zhong Guo
Nubao" was initiated by Qiu Jin, and published by Nubao Guan, Shanghai, etc.

Zhejiang Government Publishing House was set up at the period of Tongzi Emperor (AD 1864-
1874). After getting together with Zhejiang Library, the wood-block-printing plates became an in-
separable part in this library's collection. From then on, altogether more then 150,000 pieces of the
plates had been donated by Zhejiang famous bibliophiles to this library. They are like 'Zhengi Tang"
of Wong Family in Hangzhou, "Tuibu Zai" of Hu Zhongmao Family in Yongkang County, "Bagian Juan
Lou" of Ding Bin Family in Hangzhou, and "Jiaye Tang" of Liu Chenggan in Nanxun Township of
Huzhou City. During the past hundred years, it got some loses because of the foreign invasion and



the disturbances at home. Nevertheless, more than 130,000 pieces are still left and formed a won-
der in the collection work of our country's libraries.

In this library's precious materials, it included the license for tax in the period of Yongle Em-
peror (AD1403-1424), the receipt of selling the land in Jimen County, Anhui Province in the period of
Zhentong Emperor (AD1436-1449), the postage stamps in the 1st year of Wanli (AD 1573), the
business license in the period of Qianlong Emperor (AD 1736-1795), etc. Moreover, there are an-
cient rubbings from tablets, famous paintings and calligraphy and manuscripts of letters etc. This
book will omit them because of this book's length.

It is really not easy to collect, to store the rare books and precious materials in Zhejiang Library.
Anyhow it is worth to be mentioned that the contribution of the fellow-countrymen is great. At the
beginning of founding the Zhejiang Library, it accepted a lot of donations from the bibliophiles. Mr.
Yuan Zhongmu from Tong Lu County, donated "Zhanran Jushi Wenji" and other 14 sets precious
books. Mr. Xu Qingging from Hangzhou donated "The History of Twenty-Four Dynasties" (3242vol-
umes) of wood-block-printing in Qianlong Period (AD1736-1795). During the five-years of 1920-
1924, this library received the donation of 1649 titles of books and 275 titles of periodicals. Mr.
Zhang Juesheng donated more than 20,000 volumes of books in 1931. In 1935, the library got the
donations of more than 7300 volumes from all walks of life in the society. Among then Mr. Sun Junmu
donated more than 600 titles (more then 2,000 volumes) of book from "Shou Song Tang", which
included the precious manuscripts of "Wulin Wenxiang Neiwai Bien" and " Wulin Fanzian Zhi" etc.
During 1950-1957, the directors of this library had received the books from the private ancient librar-
ies, like "Hanke Tang" of Mr. Yu Shaosong, "Xunyin Lou" of Mr. Li Qingcheng, "Hang Fengcao Tang"
of Jiang Guangyu, "Zhenhu Lou" of Lien Family, "Wugui Lou" of Huang Family, and other famous
bibliophiles Xu Hanggong, Zhang Zhongxian etc. All these donated rare books and precious materi-
als had formed a special characteristic of Zhejiang Fellow-Countrymen's Literature in Zhejiang Li-
brary. Therefore, all these outstanding contributed persons' names will always remain in the history
of Zhejiang Library.

On November 18/ 2000, Zhejiang Library will celebrate her birthday of 100 years. In order to
express the gratitude for their contributions, the editors of this book had read almost all the library's
holdings, and selected only a grain afloat on the vast ocean to compile and publish it as a souvenir.
For the limitation of this book's length, the authors only selected one or two pages of each book, and
had a brief narration, and made color printed, and arranged in accordance with the parts of "Xiejuan
Yizhu", "Gaochao Huicui"," Qianban Juzhen", "Xiaoba Pengbi", and" Yucang Shibei". It is really hard
to avoid the mistakes for the reasons of experiences and others. Therefore, all the comments and
criticism are welcome.

The Editorial Board
Oct.2000
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