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Editor’s brief biography

He Guodong is a member of Shanghai Writers Association, a member of the Shanghai Opera Association and an
associate senior editor. In his early years he served as the weatherman of the Air Force, the director of meteorological
station and was awarded a “grade two achievement”. In 1981, he was appointed editor of Shanghai Literature and
Art Publishing House.He has published monographs and essays in different journals over 1.8 million words. His
representative works are The Biography of Zhou Xinfang.Stage Career of Zhao Xiaolan,etc. It is worth to mention
that The Biography of Zhou Xinfang has been serialized by People Daily, Yangcheng Evening News and Drama News.
He also edited several famous books including The Stamps Collections in Football which was awarded the first prize
in literary books of East China in 1991. He also published another best seller Qingdao girl as the daughter-in-law of
Taiwan—Story of Lin Feng and me.
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Preface

Calligraphy is a traditional art of the Chinese nation which is also the most representative spiritual symbol of
Chinese culture. In its long history, famous calligraphy works emerged endlessly. Only in the 20th century, there have
been many dizzying and amazing works of calligraphy.

In modern times, there are vast calligraphy works not only by professional calligraphers, but also by some
non-professional celebrities. In fact, the works of celebrities, especially some hot social characters, are often very
concerned, although their level maybe not very high.

Mr. He Guodong, who is the senior editor of Shanghai Literature and Art Publishing House, has been working
in this area for many years and wrote this book named “Collections of The Celebrities” Calligraphy Works in the
Twentieth Century”, in which we can see many classic works of different style and faction, including the works of
politicians in the period of the Republic of China, such as the works of so-called Four Great Masters, which are Tan
Yankai’s regular scripts, Yu Youren’s Cursive characters, Wu Jingheng’s seal characters and Hu Hanmin’s official
scripts. In this book, we can also see the works of many representatives of different areas in various history stages,
like Chen Duxiu, Mao Zedong, Hu Shi, Lu Xun, Ma Yifu, Hongyi, Zhu Ziqing, Shen Congwen, Mei Lanfang, Zhao
Dan, He Zhenliang, Zhang Yuanji, Zhang Daqian, Rao Zongyi, Tao Xingzhi, Zhao Puchu and so on. The author widely
collected the works of celebrities including statesmen, strategists, writers, artists, educationalist.etc so as to promote the
reading taste and collection value of this book.

As China was in large turmoil, changes and adjustments in the twentieth century, especially the first fifty years,
the contents of many celebrities’ works often involved some important historical events. For example, the incomplete
letter of Zhang Zizhong, who was an anti-Japanese hero, was written in the battlefield. The preface of the painting “Five
Crab” by Ma Mengrong, a painter in the period of the Republic of China, was written in three days after the outbreak
of the anti-Japanese war in Jan. 28, 1932 in Shanghai. In the preface, the painter wrote, the Japanese invasion was more
and more serious and when it would end. Ma Xiangbo who was called “Old Patriotic Man™ expressed his patriotism by
the couplet “There is no greater shame than national subjugation. We will fight and live after we die”. Yu Youren wrote
a poem with five characters to a line in running scripts “‘we may dressed in the same while having different dreams, we
may have the same dream while with different minds. Even with one hundred thousand elite soldiers, we still can’t tell
when the civil war will end. I write ShimenMing in the morning and write ErshiPin at night every day. I can collect
these calligraphy works, but can’t do anything for my country which makes me crying every night ”, expressing his
worrying about the civil war. According to the celebrities’ social position, experience and the contents of their works,
we could learn a condensed history of modern China.

There are altogether 495 calligraphy works by 478 celebrities with an integration of knowledge, appreciation and
information which makes this book have a great value of collection.

Chen Xiejun
December 10,2012
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Further explanation for this book

1.This book collects the calligraphy of celebrities in different sectors of the community in the 20th century. These
authors include those who are experts in calligraphy and belonged to different political factions. In principle, the book

does not cover professional calligraphers.
2.The contents are arranged in order of strokes of Family name.
3.The layout of these calligraphies is depending on the actual size of the original ones and thus not identical to

each other.
4.Due to limited space, the brief biographies of each author collect the most important positions instead of the

entire list.
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Ding Foyan (1887-1930) was native of Huang County Shandong Province. In his early years, he
formed the Civil Constitution Party with some Kuomintang and Progressive Party members to
against Yuan Shikai. He had been the secretary-general of the office of President Li Yuanhong
since 1916. After 1923, he went back to his hometown and did research in paleography.
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Cursive Scripts (L.) Seal Scripts (R.)
ERIHM (A EPRASFHK (B)
Ma Yifu (1883-1967), native of Shaoxing, Zhejiang Province, was called Master of Neo-

Confucianism of modern China by Zhou Enlai. He used to be a professor of Zhejiang University
and the deputy director of CPC Central Research Institute of Culture and History.
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