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Address

Xie Yaoting
Director of Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology

As one of the top museums, Capital Museum in Beijing is famous for her good team work, excellent social services
and unique geological advantages. It is a great opportunity for people living in Beijing to appreciate the treasures
discovered in the Dahekou tomb complex in Yicheng County of Shanxi Province. On behalf of the Shanxi Provincial
Institute of Archaeology, I would like to express my sincere congratulations to the successful exhibition held in

Capital Museum.

In the Western Zhou Dynasty, there were many vassals enfeoffed by Zhou court, for example, the States of Yan, Ji,
Qi and Lu. Those were the vassal-states recorded in the historical documents. Nevertheless, a number of small states
could never be found in the Chinese classical literatures. I can take two examples in Shanxi, one is the State of Peng
discovered in Jiang County and the other is the State of Ba. I must note that some bronze vessels belonged to Zhi, the
vassal of Yan (of what is now Beijing), were found in Dahekou tomb complex. Furthermore, the inscriptions on the
bronze vessels implied that some marital relationships between Ba and Yan probably existed. Thanks to the ancient
marriage system, there are more reasons for the partnership between Shanxi Provincial Archaeological Institution and
Capital Museum. By the way, despite of its small territory, the State of Ba had been prosperously developed in the
past, which provided a channel for other large vassal states and Zhou court through diverse dialogues. We could get

more information about Zhou Dynasty from the treasures of Ba.

I hope this exhibition a great success, and I believe it can bring a wonderful cultural enjoyment to people from all

walks of life.
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Address
Shi Jinming
Director of Shanxi Museum

As is well known, Shanxi is one of the largest coal producing provinces, which bring light and heat for many Chinese people. At the same time,
Shanxi is also famous for its cultural heritage, including numerous historic buildings and cultural relics. There are 452 unmovable heritages in
Shanxi and the most national key cultural relic protection units among Chinese provinces. The permanent exhibition of Shanxi Museum displays
the important archaeological discoveries and scholarship and is also the key window of the history and culture in Shanxi for visitors. The
forthcoming special exhibition is just the one section of this permanent exhibition according to the latest archaeological discovery of the State of

Ba in Shanxi.

The ancient history records, despite of their large amount, is always like the tip of the iceberg. And the excavated objects contain the
supplement of the lost information in those records. During the archaeological investigation and excavation, the archaeologists deal with mass
information, such as data of the cultural relics, ruins and the relationships between them. By means of the information, archaeologists can
explain some events in the history. The discovery of Dahekou tomb sites of the Western Zhou Dynasty exactly suggests the important role of
archaeology on recognition of the past. Because of this archaeological excavation, the State of Ba, which is never referred in historical records,
is gradually known by people. The rich objects unearthed from the sites present a unique culture of the State of Ba and provide more useful clues

to the unknown history of the State of Ba.

The exhibition Harmonious Life: The State of Ba in the Eyes of a Yan Princess reflects the research result of the archaeological excavation of
Dahekou tomb sites under Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology. Among the funeral objects, an over-top handled you pot has the inscription
recording the marriage between the states of Ba and Yan. The beautiful Yan princess, that is, the daughter of Duke of Shao, the sister of Vassal
Ke and aunt of Vassal Zhi, got married with the monarch of Ba. Zhi, vassal of Yan prepared a set of exquisite bronze vessels as the dowry. The
ancient literatures don’t mention any diplomatic or martial relationship between Yan and Ba, and we still don’t know many details of the history

such as the reason why Yan princess’s husband died before fifty years old. Maybe we can leave the romantic story to the novel writers.

The Capital Museum with its magnificent architecture, rich exhibition, advanced facilities and perfect services, ranks among the first-class
Chinese museums. Beijing Municipal Administration of Cultural Heritage and Capital Museum planned this special exhibition and help us
to realize the dream of promoting Shanxi ancient civilization in the Capital Museum for many years. Many thanks to the work team of this
exhibition and their hard work. I believe that people who love history and culture will enjoy the exhibition. Furthermore, I look forward to

establishing more cooperation and partnership between both of our museums. At last, I wish the exhibition a complete success.
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Address

Guo Xiaoling

Director of Capital Museum

The history of human beings is, in a way, a process that people keep correcting errors by themselves. The historians always rewrite the history
of the world, the nation, the locale or some special topic due to new historical discoveries. The rewriting of history becomes more and more
comprehensive which has frequently happened since 19" century. The reason is quite clear that the incredible archaeological discoveries, as the
primary sources, correct and even overthrow the historical data documented by previously literatures; for example, the history of anthropology
regarding to the physical and social evolution and the discoveries of Sumer, Harappa and Hittite which never appeared in the historical sources.
This sort of rewriting history is happening everyday around the world. It suggests that the eternal history never exists, all history, as Benedetto

Croce said, is contemporary history.

The discovery of the State of Ba, a small vassal state of Zhou Dynasty in Dahekou tomb sites in Yicheng County, Shanxi Province in
May 2007, suddenly came into the public view. It is a perfect example of filling the vacancies on Chinese pre-Qin history by archaeological
discoveries. At the tomb sites, archacologists discovered many funeral objects, including lacquer, bronze and proto-porcelain wares, one of
which suggests the close relationship between Ba State and Beijing in ancient times. Among the unearthed objects, one special bronze vessel
inscribed with “Yan Hou Zhi Zuo Gu Mei Bao Zun Yi”" was identified that it was made for the aunt of Zhi, the Marquise of Yan. There are still
a lot of stories behind, which haven’t been revealed to us so far. For instance, why the commodities used by the Yan princess was transported to
the State of Ba. If there was certainly a marriage between the State of Ba and Yan, and then with whom the princess was wedded? Why is there

no historical data about the State of Ba recorded in the ancient literatures?

Beijing had ever become the old capital of Yan State, her parents’ home, from where Yan princess was born. She turned herself into the bride to
the State of Ba linking the unknown state with the Beijing area. The comparisons between the treasures collected in the Capital Museum and the
discoveries found from Shanxi are the best references available for display and study on the history of the Yan State. That’s what we present in

Harmonious Life: the State of Ba in the Eyes of a Yan Princess.

We try to create curatorial plan for restoring the process of the princess’s wedding ceremony back to the original as well as for bridging Ba
and Yan states through traditional ritual behaviors popularized during the Western Zhou Dynasty at the worshipping, funerary and banqueting
spots. The exhibition demonstrates the ritual culture of Ba State from the objects unearthed in Dahekou tomb sites and the friendly diplomatic

relationship existed between Yan and Ba by marriage.

The exhibition is benefited by the fruitful cooperation with the Shanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology and Shanxi Museum. On the behalf

of Capital Museum, I express my heartfelt thanks to them for their generous help and efforts. At last, we hope our visitors enjoy this exhibition.
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