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assage A

Pre-reading Questions
@ what did Albrecht’s brother do to help Albrecht accomplish his goal?
@ What would you do if your siblings or family members have financial problems?

Back in a tiny village near Nuremberg', lived a family with eighteen children.
Just to keep food on the table for the family members, the father worked almost
eighteen hours a day. Two of Albrecht Durer the Elder’s children, Albrecht® and
Albert, wanted to pursue their talent for art, but they knew that their father would
never be financially able to send either of them to Nuremberg to study at the
academy.

After many discussions, the two boys decided to toss a coin. The loser would
go down into the nearby mines and, with his earnings, support his brother
while he attended the academy. Then, when that brother who won the coin toss
completed his studies, he would support the other brother at the academy, either

with the sales of his artwork or, if necessary, also by laboring in the mines.
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They tossed a coin after coming back from church on a Sunday morning.
Albrecht Durer won the toss and went off to Nuremburg. Albert went down into
the dangerous mines and financed his brother, whose work at the academy was an
almost immediate sensation (Zzz)). Albrecht’s etchings (Jiz[f]), woodcuts (/<Z| (i)
and oils (Ji1[E]) were far better than those of most of his professors, and by the time
he graduated, he was beginning to earn considerable fees for his commissioned
works.

When Albrecht Durer returned to his village, the family held a big dinner to
celebrate Albrecht’s homecoming. After the meal, Albrecht rose to drink a toast
to his beloved brother for the sacrifice that had enabled Albrecht to fulfill his
ambition. He said, “Albert, now it is your turn to go to Nuremberg to pursue your

dream, and I will take care of you.”

Albert rose and glanced down the long table at the faces he loved, and said
softly, “No, brother. Look what four years in the mines have done to my hands!
The bones in every finger have been smashed at least once, and lately I have been
suffering from arthritis (5775 %) so badly in my right hand that I cannot even hold
a glass to return your toast, much less make delicate lines on canvas (i) with a
brush.”

By now, Albrecht Durer’s hundreds of masterful portraits, sketches and
woodcuts hang in every great museum in the world, but most people are familiar
with only one of Albrecht Durer’s works. More than merely being familiar with it,
you very well may have a reproduction hanging in your home or office.

To pay homage to Albert, Albrecht Durer drew his brother’s hands with palms
together and thin fingers stretched skyward. He called his drawing “Hands”, but
the entire world immediately opened their hearts to his great masterpiece and
renamed it “The Praying Hands”.

' (455 words)
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'Reading Comprehension

I. Multiple Choice

Directions: In this section, there are five questions or incomplete statements

followed by four possible answers marked A, B, C and D. You are to

choose the best answer to each of the questions or statements.

1. Why did Albert and Albrecht have to decide who would go to the academy

first?

A. They were both talented, but their father could only afford for one of them
to study at the academy.

B. They were both talented, but one of them had to work to support the other.

C. Their father needed one of them to help him with his goldsmith business.

D. Their father did not like to support the two of them.

. How did the brothers decide who would go to the academy first?

A. They let their father decide.

B. They tossed a coin and decided the winner would go to the Academy.

C. They went to the church and asked the Father for help.

D. They discussed the decision with their families before they made it.

. In Paragraph 4, when Albrecht said “I will take care of you”, it means that

A. he would go down to the mines to take Albert’s place

B. he would teach Albert what he learned at the academy

C. he would support Albert’s study at the academy

D. he would support Albert’s living

. Why did Albert say it was too late for him to go to the Academy?

A. He was too old to begin his study at the academy.

B. He had suffered from an infectious disease which was so bad that the
academy would not accept him.

C. He couldn’t draw anymore because of his wound from work and a recent
disease.

D. He was not interested in art anymore after working in the mines for years.
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5. Why did people rename Albrecht’s picture “The Praying Hands"?
A. They just wanted to pay homage to Albrecht’s achievement.
B. They renamed it just for fun.
C. The picture was a portrait of Albert’s hands when he was praying.

D. They felt a strong emotional connection with the picture.

Il. True or False
Directions: There are five statements in this section. Decide whether the
statements are true or false. Put T (for true) or F (for false) before each
of the statements.
6. The father of the Durer family could afford only one child’s study at
the academy:.
7. Albrecht achieved great success at the Academy, and his works were
far better than most of his professors.
8. Albrecht decided to support Albert’s study at the academy with sales
of his artwork and by laboring in the mines.
9. Although Albrecht had many masterful portraits, most people are
only familiar with his woodcuts.
10. Among Albrecht’s works, “The Praying Hands” is the one which is

reproduced the most.

Vocabulary Study

I1l. Blank Filling
Directions: Fill in each of the following blanks with the best choice from the four
choices marked A, B, C and D.

11. During the construction, a crane was used to _____ building materials to
the upper floors of the skyscraper.
A. toss B. hoist
C. throw D. push



12.

13.

14.

15.

The Dragon Boat Festival is popularly to the Period of Warring States.

A. pursued B. switched

C. followed D. traced

Before the plane , the pilot bailed out (#k<>).

A. clashed B. smashed

C. crashed D. struck

Studentswith _ problems now can apply for student loans.
A. emotional B. financial

C. mental D. economical

The discovery was regarded as the scientific_ of the century.
A. purpose B. sensation

C. cause D. motive

IV. Word Replacing

Directions: Choose one word that is the closest in meaning to the underlined part

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

in each of the following sentences.
If you want to make friends with them, you should open your heart to them first.
A. be frank with B. break up with

C. getin touch with D. make contact with

We pay homage to the genius of Shakespeare.

A. pay attention to B. pay back for

C. show great respect to D. bow to

I have heard about your friend but I'm not familiar with him.
A. famous to B. good with

C. acquainted with D. content with

He was criticized for his delay in taking care of the matter.

A. dealing with B. looking after

C. watching over D. looking into

The policemen are pursuing a prisoner who escaped last night.
A. looking for B. investigating

C. spying on D. running after
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V. Word Building

Directions: Complete each of the following sentences with the proper form of the

21.

22.

23.

24.
25.

word given in the bracket.

Most of the citizens were shocked by the headlines on the

newspaper. (sensation)
After having his short story published, he attempted something more

, a novel of 2 million words. (ambition)

It is merely a (an) discussion, you don't need to worry about

it. (academy)

The of Professor Lee’s lecture never dropped off. (attend)

The restaurant had a grand for its opening. (celebrate)




assage A

Pre-reading Questions
@ Wwhat did Albrecht’s brother do to help Albrecht accomplish his goal?

® what would you do if your siblings or family members have financial problems?

Back in a tiny village near Nuremberg', lived a family with eighteen children.
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They tossed a coin after coming back from church on a Sunday morning.
Albrecht Durer won the toss and went off to Nuremburg. Albert went down into
the dangerous mines and financed his brother, whose work at the academy was an
almost immediate sensation (¥25/]). Albrecht’s etchings (fifi[#]), woodcuts (A i)
and oils (7#i1#]) were far better than those of most of his professors, and by the time
he graduated, he was beginning to earn considerable fees for his commissioned
works.

When Albrecht Durer returned to his village, the family held a big dinner to
celebrate Albrecht’s homecoming. After the meal, Albrecht rose to drink a toast
to his beloved brother for the sacrifice that had enabled Albrecht to fulfill his
ambition. He said, “Albert, now it is your turn to go to Nuremberg to pursue your

dream, and I will take care of you.”

Albert rose and glanced down the long table at the faces he loved, and said
softly, “No, brother. Look what four years in the mines have done to my hands!
The bones in every finger have been smashed at least once, and lately I have been
suffering from arthritis (<75 %) so badly in my right hand that I cannot even hold
a glass to return your toast, much less make delicate lines on canvas ([#f}i) with a
brush.”

By now, Albrecht Durer’s hundreds of masterful portraits, sketches and
woodcuts hang in every great museum in the world, but most people are familiar
with only one of Albrecht Durer’s works. More than merely being familiar with it,
you very well may have a reproduction hanging in your home or office.

To pay homage to Albert, Albrecht Durer drew his brother’s hands with palms
together and thin fingers stretched skyward. He called his drawing “Hands”, but
the entire world immediately opened their hearts to his great masterpiece and
renamed it “The Praying Hands".
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