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PREFACE

BY ZHEN MINGSHU

First, I'd like to express my thanks to Mr. Phill from Colorado, USA, whose warm-hearted help has made’it
possible for these art works to premiére in China. Last Autumn | became acquainted with Mr. Phill on his
lecturing tour in China,and on a slide show given in the auditorium of the Central Academy of Fine Arts | was
introduced to his carefully selected works from his exhibits at the Biannual International Posters Exhibition in
Colorado. My impression of his art works was quite different from that | had got from the Chinese ones.His
works are very personalized,provocative and attractive,and they often strike people as unexpected and
unforgettable.

we feel excited that graphic designing in China has developed rapidly these years,and it has entered a
flourishing stage. The progress made in this field visualizes the advantage of chinese culture, which has been
long accumulated and is an inexhaustible treasure. The contemporary graphic designing is bound to be imbued
with the characteristics of the traditional culture:One example is convergence and the golden mean. As a
result while the contemporary Chinese art works bear the features of being implicative and mysterrious,they
lack pulling force and individuality.To reach a higher level ,the Chinese graphic designing should,while rooting
in the traditional Chinese culture,borrow what it lacks from the Western graphic designing and absorb
nourishment from different cultures.

In my opinion,the future development of graphic designing should be a course of transforming from
localization to a general combination.Especially at the turning of the centuries,the combination of different
resources will proceed more fully and actively,obviously communication and exchange between China and the
U.S.A.,the most representative Eastern country and Western country,is of almost significance.The
contemporary American graphic designing seems to become gradually the mainstream in the world,and is
worth our particular concern.Therefore a systematic introduction of the American graphic designing in our
country is essential.At the beginning of last year,l had the pleasure of a chat on such a topic with Mr.Yin Huili,a
good friend of mine and staff member of the fine arts department of the Central Nationalities University.He
earnestly encouraged me to be the co-author of a picture album about the contemporary American graphic
designing.Later,when | was dining witﬁ a few friends at a restaurant | found that one of themMr.Cao
Baochuan,Deputy Editor in Chief of Hebei Fine Arts Publishing House happened to have the same idea.The
decision was thus made;we were determined to go ahead.

A reply from Mr. Phill to my E-mail came in no time. He recommended 10 most representative contemporary
American graphic designers and brought me in contact with them. The following sequence of work was plain
sailing and full of interest. The ten designers without exception showed the utmost concern and took an active
part in the album'’s publication. | found that the gap between designers from different countries is very small
and can be easily supplied. During the days when the first American art works arrived, our office was filled with
festive atmosphere. At the sight of every mail from abroad, my colleagues jumped with joy, and were
impatient to have a look of it. Also | was greatly pleased to find all the photographic plates arrived in time. With
so many exquisite art works at hand, an idea cropped up in my mind: why not put them on display at the same
time?

In order to stress the theme of the exhibition, | asked each of designers to design a poster on the subject of the
exchanges between the East and the West,and | aiso asked them to send us the original-sized reproduction of
all the works. 7 among the 10 designers responded .All of the 7designers,l found later,are college professors.It
was really a sight to have so many rolls of posters, big and small, put together, which brought a scene to my
mind- a designer on the other side of the Pacific carefully puts his work into a roll and hands it to the
postman,with his concern,his expectation and his anxiety to exchange with his Chinese colleagues. | took a
picture of these rolls and put it on the cover of the picture album.

The exhibition held in the Central Academy of Crafts and Arts made a notable impact on the visitors as we had
expected. A continuous flow of people came to the exhibition. Therefore we had to extend the period of
exhibition from 3 days to 5 days. The impact produced by Western graphic designing on the centre of education
in the same field in China is obvious. It is bound to affect chinese graphic designing. Although it is hard to say to
what extent it will reach.

After all China must remain open to the outside world. It's necessary for us to adjust our mode of thinking and
our conceptions of graphic designing and draw on the experience of other countries. These works of art will be
put on display in other universities and colleges to extend their influence.

Generally, there are two attitudes held by the visitors of the exhibition. One is learning attitude, the other is
critical attitude. Judging from the present situation, the former is in the majority.To encourage the latter, we
held a discussion on the differences between Eastern and the Western graphic designing, chaired by Mr. Hang
Jian, the Editor in chief of the magazine Decoration. In the discussion some experts and authoritative persons
were invited. Their views are published here in the book for the reference of our colleagues in China.
In the whole course of the album’s publication, Miss Hu Xingran has done a great deal of work, from the very
beginning: public relations, especially with the outside world, designing, and publication. Mr. li Jian, Mr. Wang
Lei, Mr. Ji shiqi and some others have done their best too. Thanks to their valuable assistance the book has
come into being.
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The Poster Designed for this Exhibition with the Title of Enhancing the Exchanges Between the East and the West
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