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Preface

Experiencing Chinese - Intermediate Course (1 & 2) dovetails with Experiencing Chinese - Basic Course (1 &
2) and Experiencing Chinese - Advanced Course (I & 2), belonging to the intermediate level in the series. The
purpose of the textbooks is to increase university students’ vocabulary, to improve their ability to express

themselves orally and on paper, thus to improve their ability in comprehensive Chinese application.

I. Concept
This series places emphasis on a task-based teaching philosophy, with tasks provided throughout the

teaching process. It advocates allowing students to learn and grasp the knowledge and skills of the language
through the completion of assignments, and to improve their communication and comprehensive language
abilities.

Experiencing Chinese - Intermediate Course 2 serves as the first volume of the intermediate level, and
includes 12 units. Each unit consists of one main topic, which unifies 2 sub-topics, divided into 2 lessons.
An explicit task-chain is formed within each sub-topic, and each text is compiled to provide students with
topic-related tasks to complete, with the topics closely and deeply related to real life. The tasks in each
lesson are divided into two types, those based on a text, and those given in extension, and their difficulty
is on a gradient, forming a spiral pattern. In writing the study content, importance has been attached
to the harmonization of language standards with specific tasks, and the comprehensive training of the
four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing has also been taken into account, while the

emphasis on each skill differs from lesson to lesson.

Il. Framework

Based on the concept above, the specific framework of each unit is listed below:

1. Task Introduction: Leading to the topic, it introduces the content of the main task to be
completed in each unit.

2. Lesson One: Giving priority to oral expression, it is divided into warm-up, coversations,
vocabulary, language points and speaking activities.

3. Lesson Two: Giving priority to reading and speaking, it is divided into warm-up, text,
vocabulary, language points and speaking activities.

4. Comprehensive Exercises: (found in the individually designed supporting Experiencing Chinese -
Intermediate Course Workbook 2) It includes Language Forms, Skills and Extensive Tasks.
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lll. Key Features
1. Focus on comprehensive training

The comprehesive training of four basic skills — listening, speaking, reading and writing — forms the
basis of this textbook, with importance placed on both the training of each individual skill, and the training
of two or three combined skills. Following the texts in each lesson are standardized exercises directly aimed
at a specific skill. The 2 lessons in every unit have their own focus on particular skills: Lesson One gives
priority to oral expression, attaching importance to the practice of everyday spoken language; Lesson Two
gives priority to reading and speaking, displaying a standardized and accurate modern text and proceeding
to proper and accurate oral expression. In addition, Experiencing Chinese - Intermediate Course Workbook 2
puts more stress on the comprehensive abilities of listening, speaking, reading and writing.

2. Emphasis on integrating Chinese culture

The relationship of the content to Chinese culture is not explained by introduction, but is embedded.
Related cultural content, which are used as language materials or background knowledge, is integrated into
the process of completing the tasks.

3. Authentic, natural and practical language materials

With regard to content, the selected language materials of this textbook allow students to have a
feeling of being immersed. It is tangible to the students’ real lives, such as literary works, blogs and life
experiences. From another aspect, specific language including example sentences and exercises are selected
from a database of authentic modern Chinese language, and has only been modified to be in line with
teaching needs to ensure authenticity.

4. Emphasis on the comparison and expansion of vocabulary

With the needs of intermediate Chinese vocabulary teaching, on one hand, the lessons are aimed
at differentiation and situational exercises, and on the other hand, the units are aimed at the expansion of
vocabulary on particular topics, intensifying and deepening learners’ vocabulary horizontally and vertically.
Meanwhile, it emphasizes on the study of commonly used expressions in order to improve the learners’
expressing capabilities in paragraphs.

5. Decentralized difficulty, progressively in-depth

This series improves on the drawbacks of previous intermediate level textbooks, which had excessively
long and difficult texts with densely concentrated new words and expressions, and adopted an approach of
dispersed difficulty. In one unit, previous texts required the mastery of 50 new words and expression, while
in this textbook, these 50 words have been dispersed among the 2 lessons of each unit, and the extended

texts of Experiencing Chinese - Intermediate Course Workbook 2. In addition, all these sections have a guiding

iv



core topic, specific to the central features of the main theme, making it easier for students to comprehend,
master and apply within one language context. This method of arrangement can lead students to enter at a
low level, and finish at a high level, giving them a sense of accomplishment.

6. Users-friendly, easy to teach and to learn

For the teachers, they can teach directly according to the order of the materials presented. We
hope the teaching ideas in this series can provide young teachers with a task-based teaching approach and
process, as well as a teaching reference for experienced teachers to enrich their teaching methodology.

For students, the aim of this book is first to lead to interesting study, with the introduction and warm-
up sections arousing their enthusiasm for study and attention to the topic. Then, through careful design in
all aspects, the series helps students with their understanding, leading to the reality of “learning by doing”.
Through the completion of a series of tasks, students can achieve their aims of improving their ability to
use the language comprehensively.

For teaching, this textbook provides a range of content for each language skill: listening, speaking,
reading and writing, which is conducive to helping teachers prepare and teach class. With regard to the
content, for the convenience of teaching, there are example sentences and exercises suitable for explanation
and practice in the classroom, as well as comprehensive exercises which can only be completed upon
reflection after class.

7. Novel and uniquely designed layout

The layout of this textbook is designed with elegant simplicity. The large volume of illustrations are
provided to make the content more authentic, interesting and situational.

Special thanks is contributed to the editors of the Higher Education Press, who during the planning
and preparation process put forward many constructive suggestions. It is their selfless work ethic, serious
and responsible attitude that make this textbook be published with quality and quantity.

We sincerely hope that teachers and students who use the book give feedbacks on their own usage of
it without reservation, and look forward to hearing their comments and suggestions. Please send mail to the
editor-in-chief at: [p360@163.com

Jiang Liping
August 2013
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Instructions

This textbook is suitable for students who have already mastered 1800-200 Chinese words, or finished
the study of Experiencing Chinese — Basic Course (1 & 2) and Experiencing chinese-Intermediate Coarse (1). This
textbook includes 12 units in total, with each unit centered on a task topic and composed of 2 lessons. In
each unit, there are approximately 40-50 new words and 6-8 language points. Designed for classroom use,
the teaching of each unit is suggested to take 6-8 teaching hours.

gligole[Veiile]y!

Each unit has its own
“introduction”, which describes
a certain topic that learners
may encounter in daily lives.
According to this topic, the
introduction designs some
general tasks, which are also
the language tasks that the
learners should complete after
finishing the study of the unit.
Teachers and students may get
some knowledge about the unit

and arrange studies through

“introduction”.

Each lesson has different
“warm-up activity”. We recommend
that students prepare new words
and topic before class according
wlw BRERE, WENET to the warm-up activity, getting
resources about the topic through

knowledge reserve and internet.

Use several minutes to complete

alﬁ &ll the warm-up activity together
!u; -’3 and share opinions and problems
- lAn) .

discovered with classmates.




Instructions [

Conversation

Giving priority to speaking,
it trains the ability of oral
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communication of the students.
The course first designs
vocabulary study and language
points according to the
conversation, and then it gives
some oral expression activities

around the topic of the lesson.

Giving priority to reading
and speaking, the text trains the
ability of paragraph expression
of the students. We recommend
that after studying the text,
students learn the vocabulary and
language points. Then practice
oral expression activities around

the topic of the lesson.

Language points

Each unit has 6-8 language
points, comparing near-synonyms
and similar expressions.

Q&A according to the text
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Improve the ability of oral

expression of the students through .

the content of the conversation.

Speaking activites

Divided into “Pair Work”
and “Group Work”, learners
are required to master the

common expressions from the

lesson. They can express their
own views, and discuss the main

topic of the class.
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Oral expressions

This activity provides an
appropriate extension to the
basic text. As well as organizing
expressions according to the
content of the text, students can
also use their real life situation to
freely integrate more language.
"Teachers are suggested to reserve a
few minutes for students to prepare
(for example to prepare a draft), so
as to allow the communication to

progress smoothly.



Above is a brief introduction of this textbook and some suggestions on its use in class, we hope it
can be of some help. Of course, “There is no fixed way in teaching”, and all teachers have the freedom
to use our suggestions as they see fit. Teachers should be flexible in their design of lessons to suit the real
situation. The intermediate stage is a period in which learners of Chinese can improve quickly, and we
hope this textbook can provide a platform to help them achieve a swift advancement in their level. We hope
learners will be guided by the compact series of tasks to actively learn and improve.

Jiang Liping
August 2013
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