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Childhood Village—Guangchangbian Village, photographed on Dec. 29th 2007.
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Foreword

Hardness Beneath Softness

© Ding Shan

Wang Li's taste is a little complicated with something like the aroma of wine which is not very strong but still has
a certain alcoholic content. The wine contains clean ideal with years of life experiences drifting along. Taking a sip will

make most drinkers feel good, but that's it! It is the drinker himself who decides whether to continue to drink it or not.

Sometimes, by accident, the tastes of the two might be mixed up. Of course, the taste of the drinker is also
included in the mixed taste. Sometimes, the wine may have the lingering taste occasionally. Nevertheless, any wine may
have lingering taste. Especially when the drinker drinks so much that the bottle is emptied, the lingering taste begins to

become simple and firm.

Ouyang Xiu, in Song Dynasty, has a poem saying that "drinking a cup of wine over the lake reminds me of a
friend thousands of miles away". It is proper to use such wine to describe the flavor of Wang Li, because Wang Li is a

trustworthy good wine which crosses his friends' mind quite often.

The touchable areas between different people are different. Sometimes, Wang Li and I may have the chance to stay
together for several days when some little things may touch me. He doesn't look like a careful and rigorous man, but
in fact, he has enough respects towards his own ideal and treats everything around him with such respects consistently.
To a certain degree, he realizes the unity of knowing and doing. I always hold the opinion that it is laborious to do
things like him, but Wang Li always makes other feel that he can do it well with ease. No matter what the fact is, such
an attitude is very manly. With such a quality, Wang Li has something in common with the cattle. That is the hardness

beneath the soft and flexible outer skin.

As you get more familiar with him, you may discover that he likes to expose some defects which don't affect the



whole. By doing so, he makes you feel the friendliness and also conceals some of the fact. Such a skillful protection also
enlightens me. Sometimes when I try it, I find that it does work. It may build a smooth communication channel and help

us find the integrating point for self-identity, understanding and common improvement.

Our communication begins with painting. Wang Li holds an extremely serious attitude towards painting. He
understands the artistic realm and also is good at absorbing from it. The more he absorbs, the more time he needs to
precipitate and discriminate them. At any time, however, his works all convey the unadorned and sincere feelings. He is
immersed in an environment which advocates traditional literati painting and he likes reading, but in my opinion, seen
from the temperament of picture, he is a farmer with farmer's strong, intense and tough force in his blood. Even if he
draws a flirting woman, the picture also conveys the unadorned desire. Some of his works may have some emotional
touch, which are not light and thin, but honestly reflects himself, the object described in the picture and the direct
connection between the two. The traces in his painting show broad and profound images. I don't know if he is also fond
of such beauty. but no matter he is fond of it or not, this is what I see and feel from his works and I think it is true to a

certain degree.

Somebody describes shadows in the way that everybody is a light resource and when we illuminate each other,
everybody will have diversified shadows, each of which is others' understanding and reflection of a man to a certain
degree. While the original shape of the man cannot be completely overlapped with the shadows, what is important is

that whether he can truly understand it by himself.

In Wuhan, May 23rd, 2012
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