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Phonetic Alphabet

Task 1 Read the following pinyin and figure out the meaning of each sentence.

=

wo shi yi ming da xué shéng.
md da ma hén mang.

you yi téu da xiang.

ta zdai hé shurl.

xido mao ai cht yd.

ta ba zai.

ni hdi hdo ma?

ni qu gud beéijlng ma?

XTn nidn hdo.

ta bd jian le.

© O NO YA W N

—_
e

Pinyin is a kind of phonetic alphabet that helps you to learn a character’s
pronunciation. It is used only in Chinese so it is not international.

Task 2 Read the following letters and words of English and decide if the letters can tell
- the pronunciation of the words.

Letters - Words
a c t act
h e n hen
s it sit
f o ot foot
y e s yes
|l a w B law e f
h o t hot |
roi d rid
h a t hat
h e vy hey




The English letters do not signal the pronunciation of a word. What the English learners
use when learning a word’s pronunciation is the International Phonetic Alphabet of
English.

L) NDERSTANDING

1. International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA)

IPA is a phonetic system meant for the notation of sounds all over the world. The
International Phonetic Alphabet of English is designed to represent each phoneme with

a different symbol. As it is known, there are many varieties of English in the world. So the
phonetic alphabets that were used in the past to stand for the sounds of the same words
are sometimes different. For example, last is notated down as /la:st/ in British English
(BrE) but /l@st/ in American English (AmE) because it is pronounced differently in the
two varieties. Moreover, people adopt different systems to describe the sounds in different
varieties. For instance, Jones is the kind of IPA that is for the representation of sounds in
British English and K.K. is for American English. As a result, the two systems differ in the
notation of some of the same sounds based on different conventions. For instance, the
vowel in meat is /i:/ but /i/ respectively in Jones and K.K. It is sometimes confusing when
students come across some of the same symbols representing different sounds in the two
systems. (See Table 1 for Jones and its K.K. equivalents.)

Table 1 Comparison between Jones and K.K.

CONSONANTS
Jones K.K. Examples Jones K.K. Examples
pen /pen || pen/ z z z00 Jzu: || zu/
b bad /bad || bed/ i ) shoe Mfu |l fu/
t t tea Jti: || ti/ 3 3 vision ['vizn || 'vizon/
d d did Jdid || dxd/ h h hat /haet || haet/
k k cat ket || ket/ m m man /men || maen/
g g get /get || get/ n n now /nav || nau/
tf tf chain Jtfem || tfen/ n sudden ['sadn || 'sadn/
d3 ds jam [dz@em || dzem/ n 0 sing fsm || st/
f f fall [f:1 || fal/ 1 1 leg fleg |l 1eg/
v v van /ven || vaen/ | middle /'midl || 'midl/
9 0 thin /om || gin/ r r red Jred || red/
5 5 this [O1s || B1s/ j j yes fies |l jes/
s s see Isi: || si/ w w wet Jwet || wet/

(Continued)



VOWELS

Jones K.K. Examples Jones K.K. Examples
i i see [si: || si/ % 3 fur [f3:(r) || £3/
i I happy [hepi || 'hepy/ £ &) about | /a'baut || o'bavt/
I I sit Jst || s1t/ el never | ['neva(r) || 'neve/
e £ ten Jten || ten/ e1 e say Jse1 || se/
® ® cat ket || ket/ U 0 go Igou || go/
a: a father [fa:da(r) || 'fada/ ou 0 go /gou || go/
D a got /got || gat/ ar ar my /mar || mai/
B o saw /s || sof av au now /nav || nau/
u u put /put || put/ o1 o1 boy /bart || boy/
u u actual | /[=ktfual || '=ktfual/ &) r near /nxa(r) || nir/
u u too Jtu: || tu/ ed er hair /hea(r) || her/
A A cup /kap || kap/ §%) ur pure [pjua(r) || pjur/

(Taken from Oxford Advanced Learner’s English-Chinese Dictionary 2004, P2106)

From the table, we can see that major differences lie mainly in the notation of vowels.

Actually different dictionaries adopt slightly different symbols to transcribe pronunciation

of words, particularly American pronunciation. The usual practice is that if a word has

both British and American pronunciations, the British pronunciation is presented first

followed by the American pronunciation with a double vertical line in between as shown
in Table 1. Comparatively, Longman dictionaries have a more user-friendly way of phonetic
transcription (see Table 2, 3, 4 based on Longman dictionaries). Therefore, this book
adopts the Longman system. The blank spaces under AmE pronunciation in the tables

indicate that the American pronunciation is the same as the British.

Table 2 Long vowels

; Exa‘m;':les‘ (BrE)

AmE pronunciation

see, me, receive, thief

class, advance, laugh ®
a farm, star, heart ar
calm, father
horse, door, store or
> saw, thought, talk, water D
u: moon, food, through
3: bird, hurt, insert 3T




Table 3 Short vowels

Examples (BrE) AmE pronunciation
v e - syhdppyship o |
T { - cat, bag
o | footpul
o | =  hotatrosswhat =00 @ «
B cup, rough |
e headbed
__ above,alcohol
= ‘ mother, creature ar
Table 4 Diphthongs
| Examples (BrE) AmE pronunciation
. .. )., = daymame, *,J R
o ‘ _high,my I S
C Cbogjen
e .., o . howdem
X v s ~ home,tone ! ou
PR . Sl Il Hear, sphiere’. ©  © " _L I
s, | - where,hair 0 ' | er
(O5) poor, tour } ur

Classification of sounds

There are altogether 44 sounds known as phonemes in British English. Among them 20
are vowels and 24 are consonants. Vowels are produced without any obstruction in its
production but consonants must have obstruction in the mouth or the nose. The lack or
presence of obstruction is the factor in determining a vowel or a consonant.
(1) Vowels are further divided into pure vowels and diphthongs. In Jones, pure vowels
are represented with a single sign but diphthongs with double symbols. Pure vowels
experience no change in the tongue or the mouth but diphthongs do. The following is a
table of vowels and consonants:

Table 5 Vowels and consonants

: | Purevowels i 1 e @ 3 o A o« o] 2| © W
Vowels | o - 1 - - -

; Diphthong»sﬂ ex Car } or i B ) ‘ (5] w | av
b t d k f v )

Consonants 1pl} 4 - L 1-_9 s } I ( 3

0 8 | h | j| w| tf d3 m| n n 1| r




Pure vowels can be put into different categories according to sound length and manner
and place of articulation.

Table 6 Vowels according to length and place of articulation

Long vowels ' i o= @ oae w }
Short vowels I e ® A D 3w ‘ Front Central Back
= i == ——————————— Gl OSP NN
Close vowels | i I u U ‘ I uw
B [ > i S A, U
Middle vowels ‘ e ) 3 o ‘ >
i e e | T o =1 o - - — .
e .
Openvowels = A bp « j M'd\ 3\ i
Frontvowels | i 1 e ® 1‘ A
[T L e —— T o - ' & o
Centralvowels | o 31 A Open a@
; L . . . 4
Backvowels | a » % 3] u: ‘

Diphthongs can also be divided according to the second sound of each: /1/, /3/ and
/u/.Since /1/ and /u/ are both close vowels, each diphthong starts with a more
open mouth and glides to a more close shape, thus the diphthongs ending with these
two sounds are known as close diphthongs. /2/ is a central vowel, and since all the
diphthongs ending with /2/ end with the central position of the tongue, they are also
called central diphthongs, for each sound starts with a higher position of the tongue
and ends with a lower position.

Table 7 Diphthongs according to place of articulation

Close diphthongs . er ar o1 W av

Central diphthongs i &) ed 09

(2)

The consonants are classified into different categories according to voice, place
and manner of articulation. Voice is determined by the vibration of the vocal cords
and aspiration. Consonants with aspiration but without vibration are voiceless
ones: /p/, /t/, [k/, /], n/, 16/, Is/, /[ ], /t]/, whereas those with vibration but without
aspiration are voiced ones: /b/, /d/, /a/, IV/, [/, Iz/, I3/, /d3/, /m/, ln/, v/, 1N/, It], Iwl, [il.
According to manner of articulation, i.e. how air is obstructed in the mouth and
how it comes out, the consonants can be grouped as plosives: /p/, /t/, /k/, /b/, /d/, /g/;
nasals: /m/, /n/, ln/; fricatives: /f/, /6/, /s/, ]/, Iv], 18], 2], I3/, Ih/; affricates: /tf/, /d3/
(/tr/, /dr/, Jts/, /dz/ traditionally treated as affricates) and approximants: /w/, /j/, /1/,
/1/. According to place of articulation, i.e what speech organs are involved and how
they operate in the course of production, consonants are classified into bilabials:
/p/, /b/, /m/, /w/; labiodentals: /f/, /v/; dentals: /8/, /8/; alveolars: /t/, /d/, s/, /z/, In/,

/1/; palato-alveolars: /[/, /3/, /t/, /t[/, /d3/; palatal: /j/; velars: /k/, /g/, I/, /w/ and
glottal: /h/. There is a lot of overlapping because the consonants are classified from
different perspectives.



Table 8 Consonant phonemes

Place of articulation

Front » Back
bilabial | labiodental | dental | alveolar | palato-alveolar | palatal | velar | glottal

kS plosive p b t d k g

o

'—5 affricate tf  dz

E fricative f v g O s z [ h

5]

o nasal m n n

=

& lateral 1

=

approximant (w) J w

3. Speech organs

Vowels and consonants named in such a way depend on the operation of different speech

organs.

[y

w0 O ~N oo~ W N

Upper lip I'JF
Nasal cavity il
Upper teeth |14

Alveolar ridge A f#

Hard palate fifi[f&
Soft palate 7%
Uvula 7N
Pharynx 13k
Glottis /4[]

10

11

12

Larynx I3

Lower teeth T {A

Lower lip %

Tongue

a tip W4k

b blade ¥
front {1

d center FH .

e back &G

Task 1

IFYING AND PRACTICING

Listen to the pure vowels and mark the right phonetic symbols you hear. Then
read the sounds in pairs.

1.a./i/ b. 1/ 6.a./1/ b. /e/
2.a./®/ b./al 7.a./e/ b. /=/
3.a./3/ b. /o/ 8.a./a/ b. /a:/
4. a. o/ b. /u/ 9.a. [/ b. /o/
5.a./%/ b. /u:/ 10. a. /o/ b. /a:/




Task 2 Listen to the recording of pure vowels and diphthongs and mark the right
phonetic symbols you hear.

1. a. /er/ b. /1/ 6.a./o1/ b. /o:/

2.a./e/ b. /er/ 7. a. [au/ b. /av/
3.a./er/ b. /a1/ 8.a. /10/ b. /ea/
4. a. @/ b. /a1/ 9.a./ed/ b. fvaf
5.a. /ar/ b. /o1/ 10. a. /a1/ b. /av/

Task 3 Work in pairs and try to say as many words which contain diphthongs as
possible.

Task 4 Listen and repeat the following consonants in pairs.

1.a./p/ b. /b/ 7.a./f/ b./3/
2.a./t/ b./d/ 8.a./tf/ b. /d3/
3.a./k/ b. /a/ 9.a./w/ b. /j/
4. a./f/ b. v/ 10.a./m/ b./n/
5.a./0/ b. /6/ 11.a./h/ b. /n/
6.a./s/ b. /z/ 12.a./l/ b. /r/

Task 5 Work in pairs. Say one consonant in each pair in task 4 and the other circles the
' symbol as heard. Then switch roles and repeat the exercise.

Task 6 The following words have different vowels in British and American English.
Listen and repeat.

British English | American English | More examples
ask [a:sk/ Jesk/ dance ans-v;/er 7 laugh
watch /wot[/ Jwatf/ box shot hot
long /lon/ Nla:n/ strong wrong
sport [spat/ [spart/ short fork port
bird /b3:d/ /b3:rd/ work nurse shirt
for /fa/ [for/ her are were
go /gav/ /gou/ show so snow
near /n1o/ /nir/ fear tear hear
hair /hea/ /her/ rare where there
tour Jtua/ Jtur/ tourism tourist lure




Listen and repeat the following tongue twisters. Pay attention to the vowels and consonants

in them.

1. Iscream, you scream, we all scream for ice-cream!

2. Six sick hicks nick six slick bricks with picks and sticks.

3. Canyou can a can as a canner can can a can?

4. How many cookies could a good cook cook if a good cook could cook cookies? A good cook

could cook as much cookies as a good cook who could cook cookies.

Betty beat a bit of butter to make a better butter.

6. The driver was drunk and drove the doctor’s car directly into the deep ditch.

7. Whether the weather be fine or whether the weather be not. Whether the weather be cold
or whether the weather be hot. We'll weather the weather whether we like it or not.

8. Few free fruit flies fly from flames.

9. There is no need to light a night light on a light night like tonight, for a bright night light is
just like a slight light.

L

'H OME ASSIGNMENT

Task 1 Try to remember all the vowels and consonants in the International Phonetic
Alphabet and make sure you can also write them in the correct form.

Task 2 Go over the table in Task 6 (page 7) that shows similarities and differences
in British and American English, think of ten words, look them up in your
dictionary and compare the different notations in K.K. and Jones before you
read them aloud.

'S ELF-ASSESSMENT

How well have you learned the sounds in this unit? Date of assessment:

Very well Just so-so Not very well

Recognition | Production | Recognition | Production | Recognition | Production

vowels

consonants

differences
between BrE
and AmE




TIPS FOR TEACHING IPA

1. Importance of IPA

It would be very helpful for students to know IPA. As we all know, there is a big difference
between the spelling and the pronunciation of the English words. In most dictionaries,
words have phonetic transcriptions with symbols of IPA. Without the knowledge of IPA,
we are quite unlikely to learn to pronounce the words by ourselves. For teachers, it is
extremely important to have a good command of IPA. Teachers have two roles, a life-

long learner and an instructor. In learning, they have to consult dictionaries and the
knowledge of IPA would help them use phonetic transcriptions. In teaching, they have
the responsibility to introduce and teach IPA. When students have difficulty in using IPA,
teachers should be capable of solving the problems. Therefore, the importance of IPA can
never be overestimated for a teacher.

2. Presenting speech organs

To learn how to pronounce words using phonetic alphabet, students should learn how
to make use of their speech organs, which is often neglected in teaching. A knowledge
of speech organs on the part of students can surely raise the efficiency of learning. So
teachers can use a graph to present different speech organs. While teaching individual
sounds, they can show how to make use of the organs through illustration. In this way,
students can learn pronunciation more efficiently.

3. Comparing symbols of different systems of IPA

British and American dictionaries use different systems of symbols. Most Chinese learners
are taught Received Pronunciation (RP), i.e. standard British pronunciation, with its system
of symbols (which is also used in this book). Even British dictionaries may use different
varieties. There are two varieties, Jones and K.K. Teachers may introduce the two systems
and make a comparison (refer back to Table 1 on page 2). Generally, Chinese learners of
English do not have much difficulty in recognizing and using Jones but may have some
problems with K.K. So comparison can be employed to show the difference. Oxford
dictionaries employ K.K. system to transcribe American pronunciation whereas Longman
dictionaries use a more convenient system. It is advisable to let students know this.



Front Vowels /1 el e/

Listen and enjoy a song from the movie The Sound of Music. Pay attention to the front
vowels.

Do Re Mi
let’s start at the very beginning
a very good place to start
when you read you begin with a-b-c
when you sing you begin with do-re-mi
do-re-mi, do-re-mi
the first three notes just happen to be
do-re-mi, do-re-mi
do-re-mi-fa-so-la-ti
let’s see if I can make it easier
doe, a deer, a female deer
ray, a drop of golden sun
me, a name [ call myself
far, a long, long way to run
sew, a needle pulling thread
la, a note to follow sew
tea, a drink with jam and bread
that will bring us back to do
when you know the notes to sing
you can sing most anything
when you know the notes to sing

you can sing most anything

10



