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RED STAMP

According to historical records, stamp was used
ever since the Era of Warring States, for producing
evidence of commercial activities. After Qin Dynasty,
it was also used by various authorities as symbols of
their powers. In the art of Chinese calligraphy and
watercolour painting, the red stamp is the cherry
on the cake. Usually there are three kinds, from the
author, the commenter and the collector.
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RED Mythical Creatures—Rosefinch

In Chinese legends, there are Four Mythical
Creatures which are Guardians of the Four
Directions. The Black Xuan Wu (a snake twisted
around a turtle) in the North, The Dragon in the
East, The White Tiger in the West, and The rosefinch
in the South.
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RED WEDDING

Almost everything in the Chinese wedding is RED.
The bride wears a red gown and a red Gai-Tou (a
piece of red cloth to cover her face that can only be
lifted by the groom). The groom wears a red gown
and a big flower made out of red fabric. The house is
decorated with red flowers, red paper cuts and red
lanterns, the bedding is also as red as possible.
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RED COUPLETS

The Chinese couplet is a pair of lines of poetry
which adhere to certain rhyme rules and number of
characters. The most popular couplets can be seen in
Chinese Spring Festival, always written on red pieces
of paper and pasted around the door, symbolizes joy
and happiness.
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RED STRING

It is a Chinese tradition that a person is to wear a
piece of red string in his/her animal year. One’s
animal year is often considered unlucky, since it
is believed that one would be in conflict with one’s
animal guardian in one’s animal year. Therefore
wearing a red string is to ward off bad things that
might happen.
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THE RED FACE & THE RED HORSE

The bravest Chinese warrior was Guan Yu from the
famous Chinese classical novel Romance of the Three
Kingdoms. He was famous for his Red face. He rode
the Red Horse, the fastest steed in the history of
China. In the novel, after Guan Yu was killed, the Red
Horse went on a hunger strike and died soon after.
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RED FIRECRACKER

Firecracker has thrived in China for over 2000
years. Nowadays, it is used in traditional festivals,
weddings, ceremonies and temple fairs etc. It is most
popular during Chinese Spring Festival. The legend
goes that the firecracker was first used to frighten off
a mythical beast called ‘NIAN’ (means YEAR).
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