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Abstract

The identical ethnic group living different sides of national boundaries
are universal phenomenon in the world. The government, scholar, and peo-
ple from all circles pay attention to research on the group. In the past the
scholar studied the narrow definition of the cross-border ethnic group more
than the broad. In recent years more and more scholars show solicitude for
the broad research. So the research on the cross-border ethnic group has
been changed from the issue about the nationalism and national self-determi-
nation to the issue of the acculturation and national identity. The cross-bor-
der ethnic group live in different countries. The different mainstream cul-
ture, economic policy, and political institutions could exert different influence
on the different group. As the cross-border ethnic group, how to deal with
the relationship between the mainstream culture and the ethnic minorities’
culture, is an important thing for them. We must enhance studying the
broad cross-border ethnic group that is significative for us to learn the theory
and solve the practical question.

In this doctoral dissertation, the writer wants to show the character of
the cross border ethnic group in different stage of the acculturation by using
the theory of the acculturation, to discuss the process and outcomes of the
acculturation on the basis of multidimensional model of the adaptation. We
take the DunGan who emigrated fromChina to the Central Asia at the end of

19" century for an example, to discuss how to deal with the relationship be-



6 B [ RS IE B 5 15 A& BT 5T

tween the nationed mainstream culture and the ethnic minorities’ culture.
The dissertation includes parts:

The first part is introductory chapter. The writer revieus the research a-
bout the cross-border ethnic groups, and indicate, that it is necessary to
study the broad research field in the contemporary, and that it is important
to study the DunGan by using the theory of the ethnology.

The second part discusses the conception of the cross-border ethnic
group and how did the DunGan become the cross-border group. So we could
analyze the type and characteristic of the cross-border’s DunGan.

The third part tells the culture’s structure, such as the Spiritual Cul-
ture, Material Culture, and so on. On the basis of the structure, we discuss
the connection of the DunGan’s culture and Hui ethnic group’s culture.
Comparing the difference of two culture, we could learn the affection of dif-
ferent cultural background to the groups living in different countries. There-
fore, the DunGan’s culture has multi-cultural feature in multi-cultural Cen-
tral Asia.

The forth part discuss the multidimensional model of the adaptation. It
tells us that the mainstream culture’s attitude which affects the DunGan’s
culture in different period in Central Asia, such as the period of the imperial
Russia, the Soviet Union, and the independence of the Central Asia’s coun-
tries.

The fifth part tells that the minorities group would adapt the main-
stream culture actively, so that they can integrate into the mainstream cul-
ture. But the acculturation has its character. The Material Culture which is
the surrounding part entered into the mainstream culture firstly, such as lan-
guage, economy, education and so on, That could enhance the viability of
now group in the circumstance of heterogeneous culture, but could not
change the central Spiritual Culture of the minorities groups.

The sixth part‘ shows that the Cultural Inheritance plays an important
role in the process of protecting the minority group’s traditional culture. The

DunGan’s communities, folkways and customs, religions belief, native lan-



