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INTRODUCTION

Li fashan, born in 1959, grew up at the foot of Wu-tang Mountain. Mr. Li graduated from the
Correspondence University of China Painting and Calligraphy. Then in 1991, Mr. Li went to the
seminar of China Central Fine Arts Academy for further study. Now Mr. Li fashan is a member
of Chinese Painting and Calligraphy Association.

The works are selected into CHINESE MODERN PAINTING of MIDDLE-AGED and YOUNG
PEOPLE, A DICTIOARY of CHINA CONTEMPORY FAMOUS ARTISTS, the COLLEC-
TIONN of CHINA MODERN ARTISTS, and APPRECIATION of the CONTEMPORY CALL-
LIGRAPHY and PAINTING. His works focus on specific and concrete objects, and emphasize
the improving and promoting of the classic oil paintings. His works have been sent to many do-
mestic and international exhibitions and collected by some museums.

China Famous Artists Calligraphy and Painting Academy has employed Mr. Li fashan as hon-
orary professor and invited him to the cultural visit to Russia. He held his personal exhibition in
1994. Prof. zhu naizheng, Vice-President of China Central Fine Arts Academy inscribed for his
exhibition.
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On the Paintings of Mr. li fashan

by prof. Ding jieyin
China Central Fine Arts Academy

Mr. Li fashan was a student of our seminar in 1991. With the gift for painting and the passion for
life, and gradually influenced by the atmosphere of arts, he has got the great leap and became

more skilled, especially in specific oil paintings.

Oil paintings is a sort of new painting in our Fine Arts history. The portrait of Mr. Li showed the
classic style and modern emotion, by which he gained his own style. Unlike the best portrait
artist-Heris of Holland school, who captured the vivid action or fugitive smile, Mr. Li decipts

those are in the everyday life and the common feeling.

Most of the features Mr. Li has painted are severe laborers, girl, old man, village woman and
worker. His sunset GIRL OF MIAOZU is selected into ONE HUNDRED PEOPLE PAINTING
EXHIBITION. The painter used the painting language to make a sharp contrast in the full value:
the lifelike hair ornaments, the shining eyes, the closed tightly mouth. All of which have rein-

forced the strength of the beautiful nice face and suggested her endurance and self-belief through
the hard work.



The excellent skills of Mr. Li fashan are also shown in his human body paintings. As we know,
complicated structure and various change of humanbody are most difficult. More than ten human
body oil paintings of Li fashan have reached the high point in sketch, modelling and colour. He
well developed the strokes beauty and colour charm in oil paintings. He didn’ t copy the strokes of

Rembrandt but adopted the classic and direct means to create more natural and sober pictures.

With the energy of creation, Mr. Li succeded in MOTHER AND SON, AN OLD MAN. All
these pictures are cultivated in theme thodsof enriching the contents and refining the shape in or-

der to get the unity of content, form and skill.

The abstract oil paintings by Mr. Li fashan Expecially emphasizes the simple and compact compo-

sition. He tris to find out the space in the plane, while the space is not just the light pointing at
the distance but the depth driving people into the boundless. He searches for the free expression

manners in the limits of reason, and this expression is not charm but spirit. With the tendency of
dark and vast, his use of colour is swift and light. SCENERY SERIES OF SHEH NONT JIA di-
rectly the life passion of the artist who used his composition to pour out the soul in the land of

Northwest of Hubei Province.

The charm of Mr. Li’s abstract paitings is also due to the painter using his own original eyes to
observe and sense the life. With his oil paintings language and creative manners, So he trans-
formed the version he had seen in real life into the speaking art works, for example: Autumn in
Wu-tang, FEEING of HAN SHUI RIVER, YELLOW LAND, the WONDER of GTIANT. There
fore his paintings are the real world reflecting the natural life and art world in mind. A piece of

nature view is a kind of emotion. It is an object, a colur, a shape and a line.

VERSION OF THE BLASCK evidently shows the sad, mysterious, noble and lasting feeling.
From the colour theory, black is the mixture of all different colours. It is the richest and most
complicated and deepest colour. It also is the most steady and lasting forever colour. From an-
cient time to the modern society, no matter China or Western countries all chosed the common
colour-black, to be the sign of letters. In our world, there are two kinds of arts, one after the
soul of human, the another after the flesh of human. Mr. Li fashan’s painting obviously goes af-

ter the former principle-the soul of human.

Mr. Li fashan not only specializes in oil paintings but also develops in many sapects. His scrup-
ture THE BEACH SWIMMER and SEARCHING THE FUTURE future are both his sunsets.
They are as high as more than fifteen meters. They are highly praised for the bold design and ele-

gant modelling.

" Although the way is far away, I will continue my search and never give up”. That is the proverb
by which Mr Li encourages himself in the march of painting work. MR. Li insists the principle of
going further into the life and keeping the passion for life in his artcreation. With this spirit he

will always continue his work and creation.
1995.7.1
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