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THE VIEW ON LANDSCAPE IN ANCIENT CHINA

Confucianism is represented as one of the mainstream culture of ancient China by over two thousand years, whose
representative figure is well-known as Confucius. And he said “the wise enjoy water, the humane enjoy mountains.” In his
words, the mountains and water of natural elements are harmoniously related with the inner character of human beings. That
greatly reflects the thinking of the harmony of nature and human beings.

Landscape as an environmental form was mainly constituted by two factors. First, “Jing” refers to a variety of objective
material factors that can be perceived. Second, “Guan” refers to the subject’ s psychological factors happening during
appreciating-the view. And also from the study of Chinese composition, “Guan” is the core and basics of this concept. We
come to the conclusion that landscape is the combination of the viewer’ s subjective consciousness and the certain scenery.
Meanwhile, it is mainly determined by the viewer’ s cultural level, aesthetic image and social status. So when one’ s living
space form is discussed, his particular view on landscape come into being.

In the aesthetic field of landscape, there were four forms of living space in ancient China: private garden, the wonderland
beyond sight, folk residence and Yisuo. The details are followed. Firstly, some noble people and high level officials owned their
private garden where enjoying their luxurious living and natural scenery. Secondly, hermits lived in cloud cuckoo land and
were completely unaware of what happened in the real world. Thirdly, the common people lived in their local residence with
natural surroundings decorated by themselves. Last not the least, some wise and intelligent people can be triggered bit by bit by
their mind, with paintings and other works of art and nature. And anywhere they go, they can find their home called Yisuo.

The four living space forms above-discussed embodies the ancient Chinese view on living landscape. And it was also their attitude
towards value. It is no doubt that this study has a practical reference for research and development of contemporary living forms in China.
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