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Abstract

With over 30 years of reform and opening-up, as the basic institution of the rural
economic system and agricultural development, the land institution has been the core
issue during the rural reform. However, on the whole, no matter how the land institu-
tion has changed in the microscopic aspect, the setup of the collective ownership, the
land equalization contracting and family operation have no fundamental changes.

Although the family contracting institution has remarkable policy effects at the ini-
tial stage of the rural reform, yet with the development of the situation, the land equal-
ization contracting institution with the characteristic of land welfare empowerment has
left serious result. In the meantime, the massive loss of farmlands and damage of rights
and interests of peasant household become a serious society concern. Therefore, both of
the macroscopic social economic background and the operational pattern of agriculture
itself are calling for the reform of rural land circulation institution.

The crucial problem of China’s rural land circulation and protection of peasant’s
rights and interests is how to establish the land institution, which is beneficial to effec-
tively promote the industrialization and urbanization and enable the peasant share the
achievements from the reform. Meanwhile, it can also produce incentive for peasant to
take part in the land circulation, accelerate the land circulation and centralization, and
improve the degree of scale and organization in agricultural operation, so as to promote
the transformation of the agricultural operation mode and the development of modern ag-
riculture.

With the purposes of recognizing the national situations, analyzing the current situ-
ation, grasping the problems, seeking for strategies and supporting decision, this trea-
tise, constrained by the historical and contemporary conditions in particular national

and agricultural situation, attempts to make a detailed analysis on the reform of land
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circulation institution and protection of peasant’s rights and interests in the background
of industrialization and urbanization. On one hand, based on the analyzing clue of

‘ empowerment—strengthening ability—normalization” , the treatise builds a framework
of “strength of property right—rural land circulation—peasant’s rights and interests—
institutional innovation” to reveal the dependency relations and the inherent laws among
the mechanism of population flow, mechanism of rural land circulation, mechanism of
agricultural operation and protection of peasant’s rights and interests. On the other hand
in accordance with the policy objectives of protecting peasant’s rights and interests, en-
suring agriculture safety and improving the efficiency of land resource allocation, the
treatise clarifies the clues of rural land institution reform so as to design an institutional
system which can intensify the peasant’s land strength of property rights, realize the
capitalization of land and accelerate land circulation and marketization.

Following the thought of “macro background—dependency relations—key prob-
lem—institution design”, the treatises ticks to the paths of “ difference of endow-
ments—comparative advantages—flow of factors—optimal allocation”, “resource at-
tribute—dimension of capacities—empowerment structure—strength of property rights”
and * transaction regulation—public domain—rent dissipation—institutional perform-
ance” . This treatise has four parts, including 19 chapters.

The first part is to introduce the research background. According to the historical
and contemporary conditions in particular national and agricultural situation, the trea-
tise expounds the formation logic of the rural land institution, analyzes the new situa-
tions and new problems of rural land circulation institution under the background of sys-
tem transition and development transformation, and reveals the constraints and difficul-
ties in stabilizing and improving the rural land circulation institution.

The second part is to construct a theoretical framework. Enlighted by the problems
and their properties revealed in the study of background, the treatise chooses a research
perspective to establish the theoretical frame work with a clear analysis clue.

The third part is empirical study. The treatise mainly conducts empirical researches
based on the sampling survey data of peasants obtained by the research team. On one
hand, based on the three dimensions of strength of property rights, the treatise studies
the rural land circulation and protection of peasant’s rights and interests separately from
the perspective of legal empowerment, social identity, and behavior capacities; on the
other hand, based on the research theme, the treatise analyzes the rural land circula-

tion and peasant’s rights and interests separately from the perspective of “strength of
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property rights”

The fourth part is strategy research. It not only combs the future direction of the in-
stitution reform on the whole, but also pays close attention to the specific operation of
the land requisition institution, collective construction land institution, rural land cir-
culation and agricultural management institution. Besides, it reveals the institutional
orientations, from ownership reform to implementation of property rights, and from the
welfare function to property function of the land. Especially, it emphasizes that we must
strictly adhere to the principle of collective ownership of rural land, the pattern of
“collective ownership of land, family contracting and agricultural diversification opera-
tion” should be the basic institutional arrangement; putting the property operation as a
center policy, and improving the legal system and developing the market is the basic

operation strategy.
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