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Abstract

This research paper is a discussion of the genre painting in Song dynasty
under a systematic research of development of the Chinese genre painting which
was separated in two parts in the subjects and the artists’ status. The paintings
which were mentioned in the paper are basis and objects in the discussion. In the
case study, this research paper is focus on “personal emotional experience” of
the artists combine with “historical social environment” at that time; in order to
open out social historical value and fine art noumenal value of the genre painting
of Song dynasty, furthermore, to reveal the historical significance of these genre
paintings. The main part of this paper is a through discussion in various questions,
such as social background, culture identity, and artistic significance and so on.
It describes how the genre painting of Song dynasty is formed is because of the
relationship between popular interests and intelligentsia’s taste. It also discuss
how popular interests and intelligentsia’s taste introject together to become the
particular esthetics of Song dynasty, “suit both refined and popular tastes™, and
the culture historical significance.

Many researches indicate that deluged demotic culture was consequentially
in that age. Moreover, the culture recognition of genre paintings are buildup on
the recognition of “genre painting” from gerentocratic, the acceptance of popular
interests, the royal financial support on genre paintings, the complex of artists
and prevalent popular interests. The influence and development of overflow
refined culture in fine art. The blend of refined fine art and popular folk genre
art, especially obvious in the genre painting, reveals the theme of this research
paper. Another important research in this paper is the trend of Song dynasty
genre painting. s it more refined? Or is it more popular? How to understand the
phrase used for those genre paintings--- “suit both refined and popular tastes™?
According to the author, the genre painting of Song dynasty could be divided into
two parts. It has the “refined part” because of the join of intelligentsia’s taste and
the recognition to the status of “painting school”. However, the form of “popular
part” is not only its nature, but also under the tremendous affect of growing
citizens and their esthetical requirements. For all these reasons, the genre painting
of Song dynasty was determined both by popular interests and intelligentsia’s
taste.

As a special school of the painting, it has very important meaning in art
history to reveal the fine art noumenal value of genre painting of Song dynasty.
Moreover, the researches of its style history, the research of the composition
rules and the background research of the artists are also helpful to understand
this important meaning. The genre painting was exceptional prosperous. This
particular phenomenon clearly indicates the politic, economic development
and cultural, artistic character at that time. The iconological research of genre
paintings could also prove the social development indirectly. With fully
expatiation of these researches, “the historical meaning of painting” and *“‘literature
value” is now revealed and finally has sociological and historical significance.

Keywords: Popular interest; Intelligentsia’s taste, Genre painting of Song
dynasty, Research.
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