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CONTENT TNTREODUCTION

90 years ago, American Museum of Natural History
organized the Third Central Asian Paleontological
Investigation Group for the purpose of looking for
traces of origin of mammals and human beings. The
Third Central Asian Paleontological Investigation
Group consisted of 37 investigators, 8 Ford cars and
105 camels. During the period of 10-year s
investigation, they successively entered into
Mongolian Plateau for five times and made great
achievements one after other, which astonished the
whole world. The Third Central Asian Paleontological
Investigation Group thus became the largest
scientific 1nvestigation group that conducted
paleontological investigation in Asia 1in the
history.

The New Conquest of Central Asia 1is an
investigation report of the Third Central Asian
Paleontological Investigation Group officially
released by American Museum of Natural History in
1932. It recorded details of the process of looking
for traces of origin of mammals and human beings by
the Third Central Asian Paleontological
Investigation Group organized by American Museum of
Natural History within 10 years from 1921 to 1930.

For the purpose of enabling more domestic
readers to understand such stories rarely known to
people, this book emphatically introduces all photos
contained in The New Conquest of Central Asia and the
report of investigation conducted within the
territory of China. This is a popular science book
and will make more scholars, readers and scientific
enthusiasts to explore and look for trace of origin
of mammals and human beings.
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PREFACE

In the late 19th century, Dr. Osborn, the
paleontologist and the president of the American
Museum of Natural History, believed that the
evidence of the origin of man might be found in the
Mongolian Plateau. He then specially assembled the
central Asiatic expedition setting out to discover
that in the central Asia.

The expedition, which at that time was a team of
37 people equipped with 8 Ford cars and other
necessities, started the long—term expeditions in
October 1921. Zhangjiakou in Hebei Province was the
base for heading for the Mongolian Plateau of the
American central Asiatic expedition. They employed
a number of Han people and Mongolians as guide and
workers, with 105 camels in requisition. This
expedition became the largest scientific team that
had ever conducted research on creatures of the
Paleozoic in Asia.

The New Conquest of Central Asia is the narrative
of the third exploration of the central Asiatic
expeditions, formally published by the American
Museum of Natural History in 1932. It is a great
documentary journal with a broad coverage, profound
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contents, detailed explanations and overwhelming
scientific information.

This year is the 90th anniversary of the third
expedition of the American Museum of Natural History
to Central Asia, and the 50th anniversary of Roy
Chapman Andrews’ s death. Roy Chapman Andrews
(January 26, 1884— March 11, 1960) was an American
explorer and naturalist, and the copyright holder of
The New Conquest of Central Asia. In honor of hard
work of older generations of Chinese archaeological
scientists in China’ s Archaeology and in memory of
the 30th anniversary of China’ s environmental
protection work, we publish the Excerpts of The New
Conquest of Central Asia in English—Chinese Version
for study, reference and appreciation so as to make
the history period known to more people and help more
high school students develop their interest in
science and their English reading and writing level.

The Excerpts of The New Conquest of Central Asia
is translated from parts of The New Conquest of
Central Asia published by the American Museum of
Natural History in 1932. It mainly presents all the
pictures in The New Conquest of Central Asia and the
mission by the American central Asiatic expedition
in China. The book is divided into two volumes with
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ten chapters in total. Vol. 1 consists of 6 chapters:
Pictures in The New Conquest of Central Asia, Graves
of Platybelodon, Wolves’ Inhabitance, Collections
on Northern and Central China, Hunting Takins in
Southern Shaanxi and A Trip in Hainan; and Vol. 2
consists of 4 chapters: Trips to Fujian and Jiangxi,
Paleontology Explorations in the FEastern Sichuan,
Exploring Yunnan, and Archaeological Surveys of the
Three Gorges Area.

Owing to limited experience and level, we might
make some mistakes in translating and editing this
book. Your criticisms and corrections will be highly
appreciated.

September 1, 2011
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