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Unit1 When I Was a Child

I. Lead-in
Introductory Notes
saigt T S

Looking back, did you find your childhood enjoyable?
Many of us feel nostalgic for the time with our family,
our playmates and the days at school when we were much
younger. How have all these shaped the way we are? Let’s
go back in time to our childhood, the good old days.

Warm-up

>>>

Directions: Read the quotes below in pairs and tell each other in what sense they are
true. Illustrate your points with examples.

(1) Human beings are the only creatures that
allow their children to come back home.

(2) The first half of our lives is ruined by our
parents, and the second half by our children.

(3) There’s nothing sadder in this world than
to wake up Christmas morning and not be a
child.

(4) You can learn many things from children.
How much patience you have, for instance.

(5) There are only two lasting legacies we can hope to give our children. One is roots; the other,
wings.

(6) You know your children are growing up when they stop asking you where they came from
and refuse to tell you where they’re going.
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II. Listen and Speak

Section One How to Bring Up a Child
Introductory Notes

>>>

To raise a child means huge responsibilities. Right
up to the moment before a child is born, parents-to-be
are planning the future of their children. What is best for
+ my child? If you want to be in control of your child’s
educational, moral, social and religious development,
¥ would you consider homeschooling? How much and
how far should we go in parenting? Will we nanny our
children too much?

Let’s Practice!

>>>

& Task 1 Listening in (Dialogue & Report)

Dialogue—Tiger Moms and Helicopter Parents

) Culture Tip C

The phrase soccer mom broadly refers to a North American middle-class suburban

Soccer Mom

woman who spends a significant amount of her time transporting her school-age children
to their youth sporting events or other activities.

Todd and Julia discuss tiger moms and helicopter parents.
(A\ Directions: Listen for the gist and fill in the blanks below.

® What is a helicopter parent like?

A helicopter parent is basically a parent that just (1) their
child all the time. They’re always worried about their child. They (2)
They want to know (3) and they just worry a lot.

® What is a tiger mom like?

It’s like for an Asian mother and it’s basically really (4) , really
(5) , like really push your kids, make them study hard, (6)
good grades, (7) that they do extra curricular activities, really push them to
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have high paying careers or successful careers, do well (8) and stuff like
that.

(l—i Directions: Listen again and answer the following question.

What kind of mom does the woman think she is?

©)

Report—Homeschooling

) Culture Tip C

J A

Legal Status of Homeschooling in the U.S.

In 1972, the U.S. Supreme Court supported the rights of Amish parents to keep
their children out of public schools for religious reasons. This is considered the basis for
calling homeschooling a fundamental right under the Supreme Court’s concept of liberty
protected by laws. In the U.S., homeschooling is legal in all 50 states. To help protect the
rights of parents to legally homeschool their children, membership organizations have

been started. There are several national level groups across the nation.

N\ [

G Directions: Listen for essential information about homeschooling in the United
States, and then complete the table below.

help (1) Lake Fairfax outside Washington with
) trout (i ); building a (3) to
catch micro invertebrates (f#{% JCH #E5h4) which is part of the
trout’s food source; playing sports, reading or (4)

books and (5) , beanbags, dice (#F) and maps;
kitchen; online materials

Homeschooling activities

Resources for studying

Parents homeschool their children for different reasons. Some
Reasons for homeschooling™ |do it for (6) reasons, others for (7)
reasons.

. About (8) children across the country, were
Estimate of number of . L. L
. homeschooled. Here in Virginia, the Virginia Department of
homeschooled children

Education’s estimate is (9) some.

* Some families do it for social reasons. Their child is not getting along with the other children at school. This
reason is not mentioned in the news.
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(]; Directions: Listen for detailed information about the Nathanial family, and then
answer the questions.

a )

® What's the educational philosophy of Leslie Nathanial, the mother?

Learning is an (10) process that takes place (11)
and (12) in the house.

o Why does she homeschool her children?

(13)

N _/

@ Task 2 Speaking out

@ Discussion

Directions: In a group of two or three discuss and explain the way your parents raised
you when you were a child. The questions below can be used as a guideline.

(1) What was it like to grow up in your family in terms of how your parents raised you? What
kind of parents were they?

(2) What kinds of rules did your family have? Did you think they were fair at the time? Has your
opinion on these rules changed as you have grown older?

(3) Do you think that it is harder or easier to raise a child in today’s world as compared to the
time when your parents or grandparents were growing up?
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(l; Discussion

Directions: Read the graphs below, which are created by a homeschool advocacy group,
about homeschool vs. public school in the United States. Then discuss the following
questions in a group of two or three.

(1) What do you find surprising or interesting?

(2) Why do you think homeschoolers outperform public school children?

(3) Do you think homeschooling is suitable for everyone? What factors could influence the
effectiveness of homeschooling?

(4) Do you prefer homeschool to public school? Why or why not?

Useful Expressions

& It was good but it was bad. There are things that I liked and there are things that I didn’t
like.

& Sometimes, given the circumstances or personal preference, one option is obviously
better than the other, sometimes it isn’t.

<& My homeschooled friend and I discovered that despite the problems and the loneliness,
we both cherished certain aspects of what we learned as homeschoolers, largely left
to our own devices, and we both felt that if we had been sent to public school as little
kids, we would not be who we are today, that we wouldn’t value the same things.

< 1 have chosen public schooling for my children because of convenience, support
services available, low cost, and because I believe that public schooling will expose my
children to a diversity of people and ideologies.




