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Whether it's only a natural process of change, life has meaning or not.
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How to pass on these precious moments to the next generation is my responsibility.

— kit
Jihai Chen




ik o B AR 2B,

5

HRIFEEKE—%KIE, EHEFEERESN ‘B, ERAFES, BERENEE, EHEIHit+IH
R, HEBEEHD, sHIMAZHEASSRREEHRRMTELNEES, B—HIEELROKE, BEREH "t
B ESEMMKE" o %Kk38 [ &Porphyrio porphyrio | REFBBGH B hESE, HF1INLM, FKN4E
K, WARH, s, MR, BA%TE, S8IHRAERANTA, SRER, FREAY, B4&, BEY; B
K. EERPRCPRK, LFEK, F—HNEC-7TRNR PSR, MAMAKTEN, BLE; s ARATER
BNRY, XERBRGRER. AERK. dPABILEEE, ETERAR, BMMERE, ERRHOMELT,
BEENPESHSENEL, BIMNEMEE, 19HE80ERIMABTLE, 20065 URTEHRELFIZRABISR, 198845
WERANABWIHERITR . AFERHOEIIN “HRERRPER” (IUCN) ver3.1:20090F XA BER, 757
FrhEMTMIINFRE2008E881BEHH (ERFRIPNERNKEFEEZFT. RERRAMENBETFEINER) o




I%: Sequence

Sequence—

The world's endangered birds—purple gallinule(Porphyrio porphyrio) have a name in the ‘“chicken” but not birds of Galliformes Gallus.
Theirdivision place in China is very limited,and it 's rare avis.
The Yunnansubspecies are rare breeding birds in western Yunnan plateau geological rift lake wetland,very precious, considered by experts as
“the most beautiful birds in the world” .

Purple gallinule(Porphyrio porphyrio) belong to the Gruiformes Rallidae, medium-sized waders,a total of 13 subspecies. Its body is about 44 cm
long, beak is stout, bright red,short and flat. The nasal groove is shallow and wide. The nostrials are small and round. There's a broard forehead below
the nasal groove. The trailing edge is truncated,orange red,round-winged. The second and tird primary plume are the longest. They are nearly equal.
The first and 6th-7th primaryplume are isometric. Tarsal toe and toe are long and strong, dark red. It can use the toes grasp and manupulate food,
which is special in the family Rallidae. Both sexes are isomophic.

The body plume is usually purple or blue. Undertail coverts are white. Wings and chest are blue green. In the bright sun, blue purple feathers with
peculiar glow seem exceptionally beautiful and attractive.

In nineteenth century 80's purple gallinule is near extiction. Before 2006,history records contained only 15 in China. In 1988 it brought by
state into the endangered species rescue plan. Now all species have been included in International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural
Resources(IUCN) ver 3.1 : 2009 bird red list. Located in China's subspecies entered in “National protected useful or important economic, of scientific
research value terrestrial wild animal directory” issued by China in 1988.
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Purple gallinule often live in groups,which generally contain 5-10 only. They roost in groups and move about in the morning and evening. In the
daytime they like hiding in the reed and grass,mutually echo, repeatedly issue ‘“ge—ge” single hoarse cries. Mostof the time in the floating plants they walk
on,their tails up and downwarp,steps are slow, steady, like tender bud and fibrous roots of floating plants for food. They aren't good at flight and seldom swim.
Sometimes purple gallinule can dive for food transiently. If there is no fear, they don't easily leave shoal into deepwater area. They like nesting and climbing in
the need lumbar. Estrus peak for the year is from April to July. It lays 5-6 eggs, resident bird. But is also local migration with seasonal and habitat condition's
change. In Yunnan purple gallinule inhabits in shallow lakes with more water plants, as well as rivers,ponds, dams, floodplains or marsh wetland. We also

meet them in the lake, oasis island in the river of town. Sometimes they move into farmland, grassland, the park adjacent habitat. In Dianchi Lake of Kunming

nd other large waters they also can be found occasionally.
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Itslts habitat for vertical distribution of elvation is above sea level 2000 meters, a large active area. They depend on fixed living. Sometimes
they migrate to adjacent waters. In 2010, the departments cocerned of Yunnan Province investigated present situation of freshwater plant and animal.
Aaaathey found over ten purple gallinule, which were near extinction many years ago, in lakeside wetland of plateau rift lakes Erhai of Dali, West
Lake of Eryuan and Caohai of Heging. In recent years ecological protection is developing; ecological environment is reinstating; people's protective
consciousness is enhancing. Now, in thw southwest Yunnan, the purple gallinule swamphen population is estimated to have increased to hundreds

of.And the beautiful plateau regions have become the largest habitat in China of “purple gallinule” , which is rare and protected specy of great

ornamental value.
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The purple gallinule is easily disturbed and inaccessible. This time, we spared no efforts to shoot and publish “The world's endangered
waterbirds—Purple gallinule” . It's not easy. It is rare for rare birds photography. The book presented endangered protective species to humanity by
photographers' and observers' special view. Yoy can feel the nature's magic and magnificent, walk into nature,understand nature, reverence nature,
protect nature, deeply understand the essénce of biological protection.

At the same time, the book provides simple, clear and visual image data for ecological protection and science research. It is also the best

identification, collection album for the amateaurs and proffessionals who love birds, shoot birds and research birds.

Feng Xiaoping 2012.05
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The world endangered
Waterfowl Purple Gallinule
belongs to Rallidae Gruiformes.
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