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Foreword

0 Professor Kenneth Dean

James McGill Professor and Lee Chair of Chinese Cultural Studies,
Department of East Asian Studies, McGill University

I am honored and delighted to write a preface to this major contribution to Singaporean
studies. I have known Dr. Hue Guan Thye for several years, and have collaborated with him
on several related projects — including a survey of some 800 Chinese temples in Singapore,
and a collection of Chinese epigraphic materials from these temples. We hope to publish our
research findings in the near future. I was indeed fortunate to collaborate with Dr. Hue on
these projects, as he had just completed his dissertation on the Chinese Daoist and Buddhist
temples of Singapore at the Chinese Studies Department of NTU. He has a deep understand-
ing of the temple culture of Singapore, and its connection and contribution to the ongoing
development of Daoist and Buddhist culture in Singapore. He also has a profound grasp of
Buddhist doctrine and on the history of the transmission of Buddhism to Singapore, a topic
about which he has already published.

Dr. Hue Guan Thye’s study of the evolution of Singaporean Daoism and Buddhism
marks a major advance in the study of cultural and religious history in Singapore and South
East Asian studies. This book is based on years of study, extensive field-work, and a deep
engagement with the Chinese Daoist and Buddhist temples of Singapore. The book brings
out the unique features and historical transformations of this vibrant and creative dimension
of communal life here. Dr. Hue clearly identifies the mixed, diverse nature of Daoism and
Buddhism in Singapore, and their historic ties to Chinese popular religion. He outlines
the connections between the temples, their communities and their rituals, and their spirit
mediums, as well as their invited Daoist and sometimes Buddhist ritual specialists. He also
discusses syncretic sectarian religious movements that have combined Confucian, Daoist and
Buddhist elements in unique ways.

The importance of these Chinese temples to the history of Singapore cannot be over-estimated.
Yet they are scarcely discussed in the literature. Thus this book, which gives equal attention to
historical changes and contemporary functions of religion, represents a great advance on earlier
scholarship. The curious lack of interest and support for research on the Chinese community’s

historical contribution to Singapore meant that in the past specialized publications on the
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epigraphy of Chinese temples and Buddhist temples and monasteries had to appear in Hong
Kong or Taiwan. Now, at long last, more and more publications are appearing on Chinese
religion in Singapore, emphasizing its many contributions to Singapore’s heritage and to the
future. For these temples continue to play a key role in Singaporean cultural life. Their deep
ties to their communities of followers can be seen most clearly in the poignant description of
the struggles of the Jinlongsi (Golden Dragon Temple) community to preserve its old temple.
This is a fine example of engaged academic writing, as the author played a leading role in trying
to preserve this temple, and later in contributing to the building of a new Jinlongsi.

Multiple, parallel worlds co-exist within Singapore. Many visitors, and indeed many
residents, live in a world of high-rise apartments and office building, air-conditioned
shopping malls, highly competitive schools and international banks, oil-companies, and
shipping companies. But alongside this very modern, secular, cosmopolitan world, another
world continues, marked by festivals dedicated to the gods, with incense, sprit-money, spirit-
mediums, Daoist priests and Buddhist monks. As the careful analysis of the census data in
this book reveals, religious and spiritual aspirations are an essential part of the everyday life in
Singapore. I can think of no better introduction to this world than this book.

There are of course many ways in which these worlds clash, and one of the great
strengths of this book is the clear and objective account of the impact of Singapore state
urban development planning and religious policy on Chinese temple culture. Indeed, one
of the many important contributions of this book is the analysis of the different ways in
which Buddhism and Daoism have responded to these challenges, and sought new means
to transmit their values and religious and spiritual practices in a rapidly modernizing urban
landscape. Amongst many other fascinating analyses, the lucid and penetrating discussion
of the Singaporean united temple provides an in-depth analysis of one of the most unique
institutions to evolve out of these conflicting forces.

Stylistically clear and elegantly written, this book will generate great interest and
encourage further study of this central aspect of the cultural history of Singapore, while also
helping readers comprehend the ongoing, deeply felt religious aspirations of so many of

Singapore’s citizens.
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FEFT N, 5 Fh = BUF A0 H T LAAE B W IE RIS, AR — 78 g1 IR
fiE B ek B S E RS IT . Bl EH. JEBEL B EREL AR
B E AR Rk, BrndEAMERANSZIOMIERIB RS, R A2
R FEEZK.

A EAMELL80EARIT AR, B ity Ak SR e N B B B I fa . 4
il JRTE1980. 1990H120004F (19 A 113 A 4t SR, 15 K& LB HIH N AR
HAE N BN R 921 072,92140, RS IN$129 73,6226 F137 19447, A2 M A&
AI13%, S5 M A 14.1%H114.8%. ° 421 LRI A HEG RN, JERH
PENBEFFEEI 2 17% . SR WL, HonB i s FAE L 2 4R e SN DY UL B
GEMMERD #52, BmsUia83%m A 22X M = BUE IR0 R LR
i, B EROEERRNE H O ST, SR TR BUSEAE R I A R 588 B
AR 2 RAER .

FEIX AL = 8h, Ak B b [ KB B JB0R0 1 B0 B e N e 3= B IR R S
. fF B M80FEARH, M HGEAIE Bk 21593 75,5614, JE15% FLL L1

l Key Population Indicators & Key Demographic Trends, in Census of Population 2010: Advance Census Release,
Singapore: Singapore Department of Statistics, 2010, pp. v & 1-3.

* Resident Population by Age Group, Ethnic Group, Sex and Residential Status, in Census of Population 2010:
Advance Census Release, p. 13.

> Census of population 2000 — Advance data release No. 2 — Religion, Singapore: Singapore Department of
Statistics, 2000, p. 1.
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F1 K ERAREEM (1980-2010)

1,200,000
1,000,000
800,000 |
& 600,000 |
) 1
1 400,000
s
=2 200,000
-, 0| ‘ . B
= T B W EER . MM EEH
= i it ‘ 1
ﬁﬁ 1980 443,517 | 492,044 | 165,586 258,122 58,917 8,971 212,921
- 1990 ‘ 647,859 465,150 264,881 317,937 77,789 11,604 293,622
W 2000 1,060,662 212,344 364,087 371,660 99,904 15,879 370,094
W 2010 1,032,879 339,149 569,244 457,435 157,854 21,635 527,523

TEIX P KRR = b, 5 0 0 800 BT n e N BOM e 5ok B % . FRATTaT LU
&2 T, LA KKSOEAHMOEICHE, 43 HIAT4473,51747 Fil
64J17,85900 B e N AR EE, 20004 M EK T £1106 1766247, T 8 A L1
42.5%. HORMBEAE N BAE20104E L T Rk, HAEE A 133.3%, (Hik
AT T AN S BRI DU A K. 457 BN L CAE2010% 12k [m] 7 3 #4008 A 4L
XY KA R BUE AT A B o= B — LA L

RS A AR RN AN EEI G K380 N
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W, 52 AT SZ 30 AL SO P 2, B it AR S b R Y T
AFERERORTRIRAS o B AL R U A AHBE R 25 BaC, IRS W .

I 424 H,  fh 0l SBORME S8 AR A0 87 e o2 A E s sl AL dn Al
RN RSl R T8 5 T B IS A B e S X, NI R v e S Ak s 1)

Y Consus of population 2010 — Statistical Release 1: Demographic Characteristics, Fducation, Language and
Religion, Singapore: Singapore Department of Statistics, 2010, p. 13.
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K=, ¥ World Christian Encyclopedia W) 7%, (E211H409], 187.3%M) 41t
PN DR BE, sl /2 A7 52427494 777679 NASPE = 38U A 4R 43 58 £ 100 R
RUHE. S OORT, B RATREE LBt A R A, T I XA i
AR — 2R B8 . RAHROCRRIERIE, r2ES5EZ S, RikS
RIRZ AP, RSB RERENREEN. UEBUSE 0SS SVE L E
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* David B. Barrett, ed. World Christian Encyclopedia — A comparative study of churches and religions in the
modern world AD 1900-2000. p.4.

* Sumathi Selvaretnam, “Religious groups roped into IRCCs,” The Straits Time, (Singapore), 7"September
2007. p. H4.
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