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The Teaching Theory and Educational Reform of
Chu-Cheng Chang
Abstract

Chu-cheng Chang was a celebrated politician,
educational reformer, and instrucror of many royal rulers in
Ming Dynasty. He was appraised by the historians as

“serving his position with courage,” and “considering
the responsibilities of the world as his own.” His political
reform which “purged the country” and “governed the
polity brilliantly” once turned the reign of the Ming
Dynasty to a brand new page.

Chu-cheng Chang served as the compiler of Han Lin
Yuan, and the director of the Leading Academy. In the
position, he participated in the education of the country, and
was honorably appointed as the instructor of the crown prince.
As a result, he was given the chance to put the preaching of
the late Confucianists, “ polity is triggered out from
education” , into practice. Chu-cheng Chang also promoted
materialized study and intended to get rid of the idle talk of
the sendy of “inwardness” by stressing “practical”
education. Such a theory was definietly quite

“extraordinary” in the middle & late Ming Dynasty which
was prevailed with study of inwardness. As for “modifying
the princoples and correcting laxation” , the educational
reform led unedr him, and it was even more fashionable by
and could be considered as the most significant educational
reform in the Ming Dynasty.

Most of the studies concerning Chu-cheng Chang focus



on the subjects of biography, politics, and economical
reformation, while rarely on his teaching theory and
educational reform. Up to now, concerning the topic, only a
few short essays without advanced discussion were released.
I regret to say that these essays lack not only the in-depth
analysis of Cgu-cheng Chang's educational theory and
educational reform, but also the integrated discussion of the
related background, policy, strategy, the gains and
disadvantages concerning his educational reform.

Thus this thesis aims at explicating the personality and
educational career of Chu-cheng Chang by keeping to the
point of the social background, and tracing back to the
educational crisis of the middle & late Ming Dynasty.
Accordingly, bases on the features of age, environment, and
personal factors, the theory of Chu-cheng Chang will be
expounded, and his policies, features, and aboleshment in
educational reform will be analyzed. Finally, the historical
reflection will be brought into this thesis as the reference for
educational and cultural practice, and the evelopment of
educational reform in the future.

The research found that Chu-cheng Chang advocates the
educational theory and the view of engaging in studying of
the practical learning principls. He contended that education
should make students “know the ancient and modern things,
while learn the politics” and to be contributed to the country.
He emphasized on the course planning and the choice of
materials. In teaching, he adapted the visual teaching based
on children’s psychology. He alse emphasized on
enlightening strictly and trying to enlighten the students with
suitable methods, caring the environment and changing with
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it and valuing on facilities and budgets. These teaching
concepts were very valuable and full of reference value. And
basically, the revolution of education of Chu-cheng Chang is
worthy for recognition. He “has no fear of careless words” ,
and carries with firm moral strength as long as it is useful to
the country, life and death is not a question. It is exactly the
model for the aspired revolutionists of the new generation. It
is all because these practical rules which can witness the
initial ruling of the government at the very beginning.

Chu-cheng Chang implemented the examination
methods, practiced many great education revolution policies
strictly, and it really obtained some practical effects, yet the
faults he adjusted brought some influence effects as well. It
the later period of the Ming Dynasty, Yang Ming Sect, as the
main source for the lecturing exercise of the colleges and
social speaking activities, deep into people and promoted the
academic to the common citizens in the educational and
cultural fields. It reflected brightly with all the teachers in
Ching Dynasty and the theorists in Sung Dynasty that raised
the agitation of free teaching three times in the educational
history in China. While Chu-cheng Chang was ruling, he
adapted strict actions of prohibiting revolution and the
colleges and social teaching were different from his
educational principles. It made a conflict between the
dynasty policy and the social’s thought. Consequently both
sides were hurt, and that was a loss of that generation.

In a word, Chu-cheng Chang was a educationist as well
as a revolutionist, who was rich in practical teaching
thoughts, dared to be responsible and featured with political
power. He did not care for his own honor, humility, death and
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life. He was ambitious, and he attempted to save the crisis of
education. This sense of mission is admirable. Yet he did not
have sublime moral reputation and he did not adapt himself
to the beats of the society. Also, he could not sense the
important points to be revolutionized in education
simultaneously. Thus all objective conditions were quite
unfavorable to lead to the terrible failure and it could be a

lesson for us.

Keywords: Chu-cheng Chang, Teaching Theory, Educational
Reform, Education in middle & late Ming
Dynasty
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