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/‘/\omma frog is sad because two of her
children are very ill. Swimming through the
water looking for help and for clues to the
cause of this family crisis, she finds that
everyone is feeling poorly: the fish, the algae,
the shellfish, the plankton... but no one knows
why.
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Momma Frog is very sad
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Do you know why everyone is Feeling
sick?
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500n she sees a family of water striders, who

normally walk on the water, but who are now
all standing on the shore.

“Do you know why everyone is feeling so sick?”
the frog asks the insects.
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t seems that there are lots of heavy
metalsinthe water,” says one of the insects.
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There are lots of heavy metals
in the water
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We amphibians
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eavy metals have been around for years
but have never affected us,” responds Momma
frog. “We amphibians have natural protection
against water-borne metals.”
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ce
V\/einsects are not affected by the heavy

metals either, but we have another problem:
we can’t walk on the water anymore.”

“That’s right,” answers Momma frog. “You
normally walk all over the water, but what has
happened now?”
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We can't walk on the water anymore
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How can water be any wetter than it
dlready is”
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tt7—
he water is full of detergents and bleach,”
explains the insect.

“Detergents?” asks Momma frog, “lI thought
they were just for cleaning clothes, — getting
the dirt out of them.”

“Yes, but they also make water wetter!”

“How can water be any wetter than it already
is?” sighs the frog, who wants to go on looking
for help for her children.
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