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Preface

The vast territorial waters of the Qing dynasty stretched from Sahaliyan Island in the
North Sea, over the Liaodong Peninsula, the Bohai Bay, the Yellow Sea, the East China Sea,
the Taiwan Strait, and all the way down to the South China Sea. The total coastal defense line
ranged over 18,000 km, twice as long as the famous man-made land barrier, the Great Wall. It
was a formidable task to defend such an extended sea border. Small wonder that Li Hongzhang
(1823-1901), The Minister of Beiyang, warned of “a challenging change unseen in three
thousand years”, when he witnessed the advanced steam-powered gunboats of the West coming
upon China’s coasts. Unprecedented threats from the sea were looming over the nation.

On the other hand, the extended sea territory had more than once brought great maritime
achievements for China. The seafaring activities peaked in Song and Yuan periods, culminating
during Ming dynasty with Zheng He's seven expeditions. After Mid-Ming, however, raging
pirates, followed in early Qing by Koxinga's pro-Ming force, posed tremendous threats to the
national security. An extensive and strict sea-ban was therefore put in place, “not a single plank
allowed going to sea”. The maritime industry was not restored until Taiwan was successfully
claimed as Qing’s territory. Overall trading as well as tributary trade with the southeast and
south seas turned brisk again. Generally speaking, up until the mid-19th century, vessels
sailing by the monsoons were active in East Asia, Southeast Asia, and South Asia, often with
“Voyage with the Tailwind” written on their sterns to wish for a safe and smooth voyage. The
wish is also the source of naming for the present exhibition. Just as our curator, Dr. Zhou
Weiqiang, interpretes, the monsoon not only propelled the vessels, but also the economies and
civilizations.

The inspiration for the exhibition Voyage with the Tailwind: Qing Archival and
Cartographical Materials on Maritime History in the National Palace Museum originated
in a research project of two illustrations, Diagram of the Tongan Ship Ji and Diagram of
the Tongan Ship No. 1., attached a memorial submitted to the Grand Council. The project
also reconstructed two models, one in 1:30 scale and the other 1:20, and filmed a 50-minute
documentary Rebuilding the Tongan Ships. Based on infomration combed from volumes of
archives and literatures, the film narrates how one Provincial Navy Commander Li Changgeng's
(1750-1807) pursuing the pirate Cai Qian (1761-1809) imparted new vigor to the mid-Qing’s
Green Camp fleets. It also tells the story of Tongan Ships, which were used by merchants and
the navy, as well as for piracy. The 1:20 model and a 3-D multimedia presentation will be on
display at the exhibition.



The exhibition is divided into four sections: starting with A Million Miles of Defense,
on the Qing court’s views and governance of sea affairs, including Green Camp, coastal
fortifications, sea routes, navy heroes, and others; Sailing on the Seven Seas, on various
seafaring vessels, navigation instruments, and diminishing of these once-glorious ships when
facing modern challenges from the West; Those Exotic Foreign Lands, on Chinese scholars’
records of their observations overseas, and tributary activities coming over sea routes; and finally
Changes in the Coastal Life, on the conditions of those living off the seas, such as salt industry
and fishing business, trade relationship, and unique religious beliefs. More than one hundred
items are selected for display, ranging from all kinds of sea border maps and imperial edicts on
maritime policies, to palace memorials submitted by governor-generals, provincial governors,
provincial navy commanders, and regional navy commanders, as well as emperors’ replies to
or comments on these reports, to various official documents, coastal topologies, intellectuals’
writings about foreign lands and coastal life, and last but not least, media reportage after the
appearance of modern press in the mid-19th century. Together, they reflect a close relationship
between the Qing’s sea territories with the Qing society’s overall political, economic aspects.

The National Palace Museum houses a rich collection of historical maps, Qing court
archives, and valuable rare books. How to make use of this wealth of source material and
transform them into informative exhibitions, through effort and historical interpretation, is an
important job of our colleagues. The curator of this exhibition, Dr. Zhou Weiqiang, specializes
in the history of Chinese science and technology; out of two diagrams buried in our immense
literatures, he and his research team have reconstructed the Tongan Ships, organized the present
exhibition, and planned a new-media art show themed on Tongan, which will unveil in July at
Huashan Creative Park. The great accomplishments not only extend the Museum’s display and
education services to the public further, also demonstrate the team’s expertise, dedication, and
teamwork. It is a pleasure for me to write this preface.

FW?, M f»}-—c)lu_

Director, National Palace Museum
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plans to buy up all processing remainders to prevent further smuggling
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Palace memorial reporting the issues of salt processing remainders and current investigation
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Palace memorial reporting the issues regarding seafaring ships
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Palace memorial reporting the return to Xiamen (Amoy) of 12 seafaring ships previously permitted to
trade overseas, loaded with rice and other cargo
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Palace memorial to request permitting voluntary trading ships to Siam for its rice to make up for the
insufficient Fujian’s crop output.
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Palace memorial requesting temporary lifting of sea ban for Taiwan traders to ship its rice to meer Jiangsu's
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Palace memorial reporting the investigation per imperial order of frequent incoming Taiwan rice ships
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The Guangdong Maritime Customs Office
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General Chronicles and Topography of Guangdong Province
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Hlustrated Port of Fuzhou and Chinese Junks
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Port of Kaohsiung
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Yuzhai's Selecred Poems



