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Abstract

This thesis studies ‘empty categories’ ( 2% 125 in oracle bone
inscriptions of the Shang Dynasty by means of empty category
theories in contemporary syntax.

The thesis is divided into four chapters with an introduction
outlining the purpose of the study along with research scope and
methodology, while also introducing related theories in contemporary
syntactic analysis.

The first chapter formulates the abstract structure (fJfi7) of
the verb system in oracle bone inscriptions and elaborates the
principles of the abstract structure according to the distribution of
different nouns governed by certain specific verbs. It is determined
that no more than one noun can be governed by one verb in oracle
bone inscriptions; therefore, the analyses proves that double-object
construction as suggested in traditional grammatical analysis does
not exist and also rejects the theory of triple objects constructions
in oracle syntax. These provide the basis for the structural analysis
of empty categories in oracle bone inscriptions.

The second chapter discusses categorization of oracle verbs and the
distribution of ‘empty category’. The basic types of ‘empty category’ in
contemporary syntactic analysis are introduced and used to categorize the

empty categories in oracle bone inscriptions. Two main types of empty

3



BUER B 2B kMR

A Study of the Empty Categories in Oracle Bone
Inscriptions from the Shang Dynasty Ruins

categories are identified, namely ‘trace’ and non-trace’. “Non-trace’ can
be further divided two sub-categories, ‘ellipsis’ and ‘pro-form’.

The third chapter focuses on the ‘trace’ category. It analyses
various occurrences of NP-Movement-Fronting in detail. It also
identifies NP-Movement-Fronting as one of the basic expressions
of focus in classical Chinese. The analysis proves that
NP-Movement triggers the formulation of ‘passive voice’ and
‘topicalization’ in Chinese. It also discusses the generation and
transformation of sentence structures such as ‘God grants
blessing’ (#7524 ) and ‘King receives blessing’ (EZH) - the

latter proves to be a surface structure formed through

backward NP-Movement (418 f5%%) .

The fourth chapter deals with the ‘non-trace’ category and the
formation of ‘ellipsis’ and ‘pro-form’, focusing on pro-form. The
chapter discusses the preceding NP Concealment (Fij Il NP B& )
and consequent NP Concealment ( Ji Il NP [& 75 ) by analyzing the
unique phenomenon of Pivotal-Fronting ( 315 Hif & )in oracle bone
inscriptions. The result invalidates the traditional analysis based
on the ‘pivotal’.

The concluding chapter summarizes the results, highlights the

significance of the present findings and points to future directions.
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