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In ancient times, the Austronesian peoples shared the same origin and the same language. Amidst the torrents of history, we
spread out to, settled down and prospered in different parts of the Pacific region. Now, after so many generations, our big family
has been brought back together because of one rare opportunity. The kindred frequencies in our cultural DNAs have been
resonating with and calling for each other to have close exchanges and interactions as if we are under the influence of a mystical
force. The Festival of Pacific Arts, which each island country in the Pacific region take turns in holding every four years since
1972, is a grand event for members of this big family to meet and have exchanges regularly. Even though some members might
have to travel a long distance by sea to attend the festival, it does not reduce at all the strong desire among everyone in the family
to reconnect our cultures and arts. In 2012, the Council of Indigenous Peoples sent the first delegation from Taiwan, the cradle of
the Austronesian peoples and languages, to the 11th Festival of Pacific Arts. In addition, Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts (KMFA)
also curated the Beyond the Boundary: Contemporary Indigenous Art of Taiwan exhibition on display in the Tjibaou Cultural
Centre, New Caledonia, with the aim of shortening the distance between each other through art and celebrating our beautiful
encounter.

The Tjibaou Cultural Centre is a pivotal hub of contemporary arts in the southern Pacific region. It is named after Jean Marie
Tjibaou (1936-1989), father of the New Caledonian independence movement who was assassinated in 1989. In 2006, his
widow was invited to Taiwan to attend the International Austronesian Conference as leader of the Agency for the Development
of Kanak Culture, marking the most direct connection between the two sides. In 2007, KMFA held the Across Oceans and
Time—Art in the Contemporary Pacific exhibition, the first large-scale activity of contemporary art exchanges between Taiwan
and the Pacific region. Based on the theme trilogy of “Who are we? Where are we from? Where are we going?”, the exhibition
transcended thousands of years in time and numerous oceanic trenches in space to demonstrate to Taiwan's viewers the unique
and diversified facets of the arts of Austronesian peoples as opposed to the mainstream arts and cultures in other parts of the
world. After the exhibition, KMFA also launched a comprehensive series of long-term programs including artist-in-residence
projects, seminars, databank establishment, and museum collection to further develop and accumulate resources in this field.
In 2012, KMFA brought a group of artists across the ocean to the Tjibaou Cultural Centre in the southern Pacific Ocean, further
strengthening the ties between the two places and forming a network of diversified and fascinating cultures by sharing the results
of artistic creation with each other.

It is particularly meaningful to see Taiwan's contemporary indigenous art gaining presence on the international stage and
forging formal connections with the Austronesian arts and cultures overseas. Even though each of us in the same family tree of
cultures is now developing in different places, we are growing together through our connections. Since its establishment, KMFA
has regarded contemporary indigenous arts as one of the main themes for its collection. With the collection additions from the
Austronesian projects over the past years, KMFA now boasts a collection of indigenous artworks impressive both in quality and
guantity. In this exhibition, several works were especially selected from the collection of KMFA and that of the Bureau of Culture
Park. It is an invaluable opportunity for the works from Taiwan and the works from New Caledonia to have a dialogue with each
other. The selected works from Taiwan for the Beyond the Boundary: Contemporary Indigenous Art of Taiwan exhibition are
representative works by several artists from the Atayal, Amis, Paiwan, Seediq, Puyuma, Rukai and Bunun Tribes as well as one
artist of Chinese ethnicity who has been long engaged in photography of indigenous themes. It is hoped that, through the contrast
and comparison between the works from both sides, more profound meanings of the works can be found and appreciated.

It is a profound privilege for KMFA to hold this exhibition together with the Tjibaou Cultural Centre for it is the first time for the
Centre to hold an exhibition jointly with an art museum located in the Asian region. Lastly, much gratitude must be owed to the
Tjibaou Cultural Centre for working together with KMFA in holding this exhibition, to the Bureau of Cultural Park of the Council
of Indigenous Peoples for its generous lending of collected works and sponsorship for the resident artists, to all the enthusiastic
institutional and individual collectors for their generous assistance, and finally to all the participating artists for their unwavering
support toward KMFA. Their artistic creativity infuses infinite vigor into the Austronesian cultures and brings to life these amazing
works. Through this international exhibition, the glamour and glory of contemporary indigenous arts in Taiwan can finally be
appreciated by people not only at home but also abroad.

Director of Kachsiung Museum of Fine Arts
Pei-ni Beatrice Hsieh
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V W:\Efmmive Yﬁan, to sand a delegaﬁen iﬁ pamcipate in the Festival During the participation process we clearly noticed
m between tna indlgeams pmples in Taiwan and the Austronesuan peeples in theur expressuon forms of arts and

- i nificar @ep forward in the mtet*nationalizanon of the cantempuorary indigenous arts in Taiwan. The exhibition displays works by
n's i . ous alﬂsts fmm ‘tl'fe tnbes such as Awyal Amis Paiwan Seed‘fq Puyuma Rukai and Bunun. Moreover, the artist-
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@;mn@&w tnme lnstm.:tions locatad in two countr{es and alsa to promote Taiwan's indigenous arts and cultures. Four lndlgenoas
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e exnibitior Thr‘augh such an lniemational program of arﬂstm c;eaﬂon exchange the resident artists can also enhance their
mational vision and their own creative energy.

Director of the Bureau of Cultural Park, Council of Indigenous Peoples, Executive Yuan
Calivat Gadu
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Applause to the Beyond the Boundary: Contemporary Indigenous Art of Taiwan Exhibition
The art education in Taiwan had long been under the influence of western arts, mostly western modern and contemporary arts.

Moreover, in Taiwan, the indigenous art had been a neglected and underprivileged category, seen in the eyes of Taiwan's society
and governmental authorities as a type of non-mainstream culture or a decorative entity that needs pacifying in order to strike
a balance and harmony among ethnic groups. Little genuine care or attention was given to the development of indigenous art
in Taiwan. Actually, the indigenous art is a kind of rare and valuable cultural resource for Taiwan for its regionality, ethnicity and
unigueness.

The support, coordination and assistance from Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts (KMFA) for indigenous artists in Taiwan
demonstrated in its exchanges and exhibitions about cultures and arts from the southern Pacific region have now achieve
oreliminary results. KMFA's efforts in this regard have also helped it to open up a new field of museum operation and
characteristics.

This exhibition, Beyond the Boundary: Contemporary Indigenous Art of Taiwan, provides indigenous artists in Taiwan a wonderful
opportunity of promotion and exchange abroad. Moreover, four indigenous artists in Taiwan are invited as artists in residence
to observe how the other artists abroad engage in their artistic creation and exchange directly with them on site. Such valuable
experiences are the greatest encouragement to these Taiwan's indigenous artists.

Our foundation wishes all the best for this exhibition. In addition, we highly commend the dedication and efforts of KMFA's staff
in promoting Taiwan's indigenous art and culture abroad under their budgetary restraints. We expect more of the development of
indigenous arts in Taiwan and hope that such development will travel farther beyond more boundaries and reach higher peaks.

Board Chairman of Mountain Art Foundation
Lin Mingzhe






