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The Great School Debates
—The Ideological Conflicts of the Modern
American Public Educational Policy in the 1980s

ABSTRACT

Assisted by the symbolic politic theory, this dissertation tried to analyze the
Great School Debates in the 1980s, and further, tried to interpret the relation-
ship of the powers standed behind American public educational policy in the
1980s, which concerned two perspectives, who had the power and how to ex-
press the power.

This dissertation found out that, in the Great School Debates, the produc-
tion and the re-interpretation of two “dominant symbols” by the neoconservatives
and the traditionalists, expressed the fights between the neoconservatives and
the traditionalists for the control of social values.

In the 1980s, as long as the Conservative Restoration and Modernization,
the neoconservatives and the traditionalists, who had the dominant powers over
the society, the politics, the economic, and the culture, fabricated the nation-
al “crisis”, the social “crisis” and the public educational “crisis”, produced
the two “dominant symbols”, “excellence” and “choice”, in public educa-

&

tional policy, and tried to use these two “symbols” to express the control over
values and “common senses” . In this process, the neoconservatives and the
traditionalists had the ideological conflicts in the field of “common sense”, but
got the compromise in the practical level. It is that which not only endowed the

new characters to American public education, or the combination of the centrali-



zation of “common sense” and the decentralization of “institute” , and proved

again the inner structural conflicts of American public education, but also guar-

anteed the legitimization of the Conservative’s govern over the whole society.
Key Words: The Great School Debates, Public Educational Policy, Ide-

ology, Conservatism
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