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FOREWORD

DR. Sun Yat-sen(1866—1925 A.D.) was a great Chinese national hero, a great patriot and
a great pioneer of the Chinese democratic revolution. He initiated and led the Revolution of
1911, overthrew the last feudal dynasty in China and founded the Republic of China. Defying
hardships and dangers and with an iron will, he waged resolute struggles against pressures
from the imperialists and forces of the domestic warlords for an independent and strong Chi-
na. All his life he sought for the truth and submitted to it, constantly summing up experi-
ences and lessons from failures, revising and perfecting his theory and political program. By
his own activities he proved himself to be a revolutionary with a broad vision. He gave his
all in striving for the independence of the Chinese nation, the democratic rights of the peo-
ple and their welfare.

As we commemorate the eightieth anniversary of the Revolution of 1911 and the one hun-
dred and twenty-fifth anniversary of Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s birth, the Chinese people are happy to
see that gone forever are the days when the Chinese nation was humiliated, and that now
the Chinese people stand proud. Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s ideals and aspirations have become or are
becoming a reality. The land of China is thriving majestic in all its variety and the Chinese
nation is bound to have bright and excellent prospects. Naturally we must also understand
that there is still a long way to go before we build our motherland into a developed country,
and that we must exert ourselves all the more.

Today, while we recall Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s brilliant contributions, we must develop the
dauntless spirit he displayed of having the revolution at heart and of advancing in the face of
adversities with an indomitable will, always holding aloft as he did the banner of patriotism
and uniting all patriotic personages at home and overseas in making unremitting efforts for
the reunification and prosperity of China.

Sun Yat-sen scholars in Nanjing edited The Glory of China to systematically introduce the
glorious life journey of Dr. Sun Yat-sen from “A beacon at Cuiheng” to “Fall of a lucid star”
with the aim of inspiring every Chinese with the patriotic spirit of Dr. Sun Yat-sen to assi-
duous efforts at their respective posts and to devoted service to their motherland to make
her stand at an early date among the powerful nations in the world.

Editors
June 1991
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A BEACON AT CUIHENG

REBOR
A night view of Cuiheng
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SUN Yat-sen, or Sun Zhongshan, or Sun Wen, (also known by courtesy as Deming) was
born on November 12, 1866 into the family of a poor peasant at Cuiheng Village, Xiangshan
County, Guangdong Province. At the age of 10 he began to study at the old-style private
school in the Feng Clan ancestral shrine. Two years later he left with his mother for Honolu-
lu, where he learned English at Iolani School. At the age of 17 he returned to Cuiheng but
soon was compelled to leave home for spreading new ideas and toppling old idols in the vil-
lage. He studied medicine in Guangzhou (Canton) and Hong Kong and practiced in Macao
and Guangzhou after graduation. In 1894 he wrote his letter submitted to Li Hongzhang,
which was rejected. Thereafter he gave up medicine and went around campaigning for re-
volution. On November 24 of the same year, he founded in Honolulu the Revive China Socie-
ty (Xing Zhong Hui). Sun was listed as wanted after his first abortive uprising in Guangzhou
in 1895 against the Qing government. In 1896, he was kidnapped in London and detained in
the Chinese Legation. After he was rescued and released, he began to read extensively and
travel far and wide, studying western society and its political system. After he founded the
Chinese United League (Tong Meng Hui) on August 20, 1905, in Tokyo, Japan, he led ten
armed uprisings successsively. He was victorious on October 10, 1911 in the Wuchang Upris-
ing. Subsequently seventeen provinces proclaimed independence. On December 2 of the
same year Nanjing was recovered and made provisional capital of the Republic of China.
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Mr. Sun Da-cheng, Madam Yang,
Sun Yat-sen’s father Sun Yat-sen’s mother




Sun Yat-sen’s birthplace (now a well in front
of his former residence)
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Old-style ~private school in the Feng Clan ancestral
shrine where Sun Yat-sen studied at the age of 10 (1875)
FARAGR A
Classroom of the old-style private school
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Lanxi, a rivulet, where Sun Yat-sen often went swimming
and fishing until he was 12 years of age

FER A LA B R 2K (— AL FERA)
lolani School in Honolulu where Sun Yat-sen studied (September 1879)
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L Banyan tree under which he listened in his childhood
to stories about the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom
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Sun Yat-sen’s residence in Honolulu (1878)

LR (— AN —4F)
Sun Yat-sen at the age of 17 (1882)
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Ruins of the Beiji Temple in Cuiheng — Sun Yat-sen and
his friend Lu Haodong toppled the idols in the temple.
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His cap and sword when he was on night patrol as
one of the guards he organized in his home village

BLFRBEMRR T (—/\\=4)
Sourwood tree Sun Yat-sen planted (1883)
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The Bo Ji (Charity and Relief) Hospital in Guangzhou,
where Sun Yat-sen studied (1886)
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Sun Yat-sen and his fellow students at the
Hong Kong College of Medicine (1887)
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Site of the Jing Hu (Mirror Lake) Hospital in Macao where Sun Yat-sen
was engaged as a doctor of western medicine (1892)
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“The Famous Four Bandits” — while in Hong Kong, Sun Yat-sen ‘ @ ;: g R
(second from left in front row) often discussed the situation and -
lashed out at the Qing government with Yang Heling, Chen Shaobai FEBUPT AL R frr Sk B '
and You Lie  (from left to right in front row), thus earning the Document for a loan for the Sefting up of his pharmacy
of Chinese and western medicines in Macao
nickname. (about 1890)
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