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e
General Introduction

Anytime you read the newspaper or listen to a news report you hear about some type of re-
search study. | read The Denver Post online and in the past few weeks alone | have read
about the following research studies: caffeine, the chemical stimulant in coffee and tea, has
been found to lower the risk of skin cancer in laboratory mice (Recer, 2002); top scientists
have advised federal officials that there is “no evidence yet” that products from cloned ani-
mals are unsafe for human consumption (Garvey, 2002); an agent that could help detect an
anthrax attack and serve as an antidote to the deadly disease has been developed by biol-
ogists at Rockefeller University (Wade, 2002); and in studying why cystic fibrosis is so
much more deadly in girls than in boys, researchers found that on average, females are di-
agnosed with the disease four months later than boys (Auge, 2002).

Readings in Social Methods Research, second edition, is designed to help students,
like you, learn about scientific research methods and how to decipher the studies that you
hear about. Although you will be learning about research methods to reach your goal of
completing this course, you will find that the things you learn, the way you will be taught to
think, your ability to gather information and your capacity to draw your own conclusions,
will go far beyond this class. | find that students are often quite fearful of taking a research
methods course, and they come up with some preconceived ideas about how difficult the
course will be. Sometimes they even dig their heels in, making it difficult for me to teach
and difficult for them to learn. Furthermore, | have found that some textbooks are over-
whelming for students and lack strong examples, primary sources, and exciting readings
that will capture the attention of college students. My desire is to make research methods
as fun for students to learn as it is for me to teach, so Readings in Social Methods Re-
search, second edition, was designed as a reader with basic information and brief, stimu-
lating, readings that will capture your attention, along with a variety of questions to help
you incorporate what you have learned with what you have read.

Readings in Social Methods Research, second edition, is a reader suitable for stu-
dents in basic research methodology classes who are just learning about research. The
process of reading research is very important because most of us read much more re-
search than we actually conduct. However, the ability to know how to read a research
paper and understand it must be learned, be practiced, and is the basis for this reader.

Readings in Social Methods Research, second edition, can be used in any basic
course or discipline and has been written to provide the student with plenty of information
about the most popular social science research methods currently used. Instructors can
use this reader as a supplement to any methods text on the market, but | designed it
specifically to be used in conjunction with any of Earl Babbie’s research methods books.
You will notice that the table of contents is structured to match Babbie’s books with only a
few deviations. This reader may also be used with any other textbook on the market or as a
stand-alone text that is supplemented with class lectures and outside reading.

1



2 = Readings in Social Research Methods

Readings in Social Methods Research, second edition, provides a brief chapter intro-
duction of methodological techniques and topics with the key concepts boldfaced. After
each introduction there are a few questions that incorporate the subject matter with Info-
Trac® College Edition, so students can gain practice finding sources on their own. After
each chapter introduction, at least two articles that represent social science research—
although sociology, criminal justice, gender studies, and social work are heavily repre-
sented—show the student how the method is used in research. One of the things | have
found in teaching is that the more interesting or controversial the research, the more inter-
ested and excited my students are about learning. In my classes, | try to pick research to
use as examples that will fulfill this goal. | did the same for this reader. The articles have
been picked because | believe they are particularly interesting and engaging to students.

At the beginning of each article | have written a small abstract to help students under-
stand what to look for while they are reading the article and to help them integrate what
they have learned with the work researchers have conducted. Questions at the end of each
article allow students to demonstrate their understanding of the methodological technique
and how it has been used in the literature.

ORGANIZATION OF THE READER

Readings in Social Methods Research, second edition, is divided into 4 parts and has 12
chapters. This book is organized to follow the format of Earl Babbie's The Practice of So-
cial Research, tenth edition, and can be used along with his textbook or by itself. What |
have tried to do is gather articles that are relevant and that | thought wouid hold your inter-
est. After each chapter introduction, there are InfoTrac College Edition assignments to help
you use the concepts to work with each article. There are two to three articles in each
chapter supporting the concepts discussed and three review questions at the end of each
article. The glossary at the end of the book contains important terms that appear in bold
type throughout the text.

Chapter 1, “Why Do You Need to Understand Research Methods,” begins Part 1 and
covers the basics about research. This chapter tells you that our ideas about the world
around us might not be as accurate as our “commonsense” ideas would have us believe.
You will learn that we all have two realities in our lives: one that is based on what we see
and know to be real and the other that we believe to be real because someone else has told
us they are real. In this chapter you will learn how important this idea is to research.

Chapter 2, “Combining Theory with Research Questions,” focuses on the how the data
we collect is empty and meaningless unless it is combined with theory. You will learn about
four different paradigms that can be used in your research and learn the difference be-
tween deductive and inductive theory.

| placed Chapter 3, “Ethics,” early in this reader. Sometimes in other textbooks, you
will see it as a chapter toward the end of the book or as an appendix. This leads me to be-
lieve that ethics could be an afterthought. | believe that having a good grasp of the ethical
problems in research is important to remember while you read this book. Thus, you will be
able to think about important ethical issues as you design a project or read about some-
one else’s. You need to understand why participation should be voluntary, why you should
not deceive or harm your subjects, and the role of the institutional review board. It is also



