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Abstract

Nowadays, it is a mainstream direction to assist women publicpar-
ticipation in developing countries, which benefits from the large — scale
rise of international development aid and women development practice af-
ter the World War I , including main donors in International Communi-
ty, international aid agencies or private funds. Framework of women de-
velopment evolves from welfare policy, anti — poverty policy and efficien-
cy policy to empowerment policy, which is just corresponding to the
shifting of focus areas from infrastructure construction, education, public
health, environment and climatic change to democracy, human rights
and governance, government accountability and other superstructure are-
as. Using aid project to promote gender equality and achieve women em-
powerment has become donor’ s common practice.

Generally speaking, there are two perspectives in researching in-
ternational development aid theory. One is the perspective of interna-
tional politics, namely why international development aid happens,
which focuses on analyzing donor and recipient’s authority structure in
development aid activities, that is to say those who dominate the main
position during the development aid process would benefit from develop-
ment aid. Realism and idealism both admit that, on the issue of aid,
donor is the predominant member, while recipient is the passive one.

As for interest relationship in aid relationship, realism emphasizes on



Abstract 5

national interest of donor, while idealism advocates interest of interna-
tional community. The other is the perspective of development econom-
ics, namely whether aid is effective, and how aid can be effective.
Most scholars admit that development aid is ineffective at a macro level ,
while non — governmental organizations’aid is effective at a micro level.
Aid would play a positive role in promoting the economic development
of recipient with good policy environment. Therefore, some scholars ad-
vise to use aid fund in the construction of recipient’s domestic politics,
human rights and legal system, which can guarantee the effectiveness of
aid.

Today, as for aid project to improvewomen public participation
in developing countries, the first step is to accept the fund from
western developed countries, next is to accept concept and method
advocated by mainstream academia of donors, and their language
and words, which would promote gender mainstreaming and women
empowerment in developing countries, then further to achieve the
reform of developing countries’ laws, politics and social system.
During the process to assist women public participation, in order to
achieve effective aid, donors must choose aid object, aid content,
aid method, aid scale, and aid value concept, which not only refers
to the change of donor — recipient’s authority structure and their in-
terest relationship, but also refers to donor — recipient’s cooperative
mechanism.

In order to solve these problems, this research adopts three cases
about assisting women public participation to conduct empirical study,
one is that USAID (the US Agency for International Development) as-
sists the project of “Improving Women’ s political participation” in Ne-
pal, one is that EU ( European Union) assists the project of “Promo-

ting rural women to participate in village governance” in Hunan, China
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and the last is that Ford Foundation assists the example project of “Im-
proving the proportion that rural women elected as member of Village
Committee” in Heyang, Shanxi. Those three cases’ research shows
that international development aid improves women public participation
in developing countries, its concrete ways include: using quota system,
establishing recipients’ governance network, training women candi-
dates and so on. After finishing those three aid projects, number of
women participating in election and women elected in the project — im-
plemented areas increases in certain extent and elected women’ s po-
litical accomplishment . obtains improvement, therefore they can be
qualified for government administration or grass — roots governance
work. Through project training, it not only strengthens the conscious-
ness, confidence and work skill of women participating in elections and
political affairs, but also improves decision — maker’ s recognition on
gender and women empowerment.

In those three cases, investigation of authority and interest relation-
ship between donor andrecipient is made through analyzing the economic
and political motivation which is the background that donor provides aid
and trade — offs between donor and recipient on aid objective, aid meth-
od, aid value concept, then the research result is conducted; donor — re-
cipient relationship is not the fixed authority relationship that donor dom-
inates the main position, their interest relationship is also not either — or
allocation relationship. In the premise that recipients put “Ownership”
into great play, recipients can change the situation that their force is un-
equal, and dominate the main position in aid method and aid content, so
as to achieve their countries’ maximum interest. Finally, based on those
cases’ empirical study, this research analyzes and summarizes the coop-
eration mode of assisting women public participation project, and pre-

dicts that the future international development aid will go through the
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new trend that aid project would be altered from short — term to long —
term, aid subject would be altered from government to non — govern-

ment, and aid modalities would be altered from issues to action.
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