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PREFACE

Deng Xiaoping is the chief architect of China's reform, opening up and moderniza-
tion drive, and the founder of the theory of building socialism with Chinese
characteristics. He is also the initiator of China's tourist industry.

From October 1978 to July 1979, in his five talks in succession, Comrade Deng
Xiaoping clearly put forward, "There are bright prospects for tourist undertaking. We
must give prominence to the development of tourism, and speed it up." He specified
the basic ideas, goals and policies for developing tourism in China, pointing out the
correct way for the tourist industry. His idea about devoting major efforts to develop-
ing tourism is closely related to the overall design of the reform and opening up, and to
the significant policy of taking economic development as the central task that was
formulated at the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CPC). This idea constitutes an important part of Deng
Xiaoping's economic thinking, serving as the cornerstone and guideline of China's
tourist industry.

During his lifetime, Comrade Deng Xiaoping had given precise and specific in-
structions in regard to promoting tourism. He had left his footmarks all over the country.
When ascending the Huangshan Mountain, he encouraged us to "make Huangshan
Mountain world-famous." When going sightseeing on the Lijiang River, he noticed
that "the Lijiang River is becoming clear," thanks to the development of tourism. When
the Beijing Zhaolong Hotel was completed, he attended the inauguration ceremony
with pleasure. To support Beijing's effort to turn the city into a world-class tourist
metropolis, he wrote the inscription "Year of Beijing International Tourism" in 1988.
During his trip to Xinjiang, he joyfully shook hands with the tourists from Hong Kong
and Macao. These valuable historic moments are eternal in the history of the tourist
industry in our country.

Under the guidance of Deng Xiaoping Theory, and under the leadership of the CPC
Central Committee and the State Council, tourism in China has made great progress,
with tremendous changes in this field. In the past, for example, there was hardly any

substantial tourist industry. Most guesthouses nationwide were run as governmental
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institutions, whose major function was to receive visitors without paying attention to
economic results. Now, tourism has become profitable, hotels and other tourist entities
are managed according to economic principles, which have contributed a great deal to
the industry itself and to State revenue. When we look back, we also find that during its
early phase of development, there was a lack of balance among the different tourist
markets, i.e. so-called "arrival tourism" (by overseas travelers) had overheated. Now
we see the tourist market flourishing in an all-round way — "arrival tourism," "domes-
tic tourism"(by Chinese citizens) and "departure tourism" (going abroad) are all grow-
ing well. After examining the situation, we have found a way of promoting tourism
with Chinese characteristics, and tourism has grown into an attractive new industry.
In the new century, China's tourism will be provided unprecedented good
opportunities. The third-generation collective leadership of the country with Comrade
Jiang Zemin at the core pays more attention to tourist development. The CPC Central
Committee and the State Council are carrying out the strategy of developing the west-
ern region. National economy is going through strategic readjustments. To expand the
demand of domestic market and to promote economic growth, a series of policies have
been formulated and put into practice. China is going to enter the World Trade
Organization. Facing opportunities and challenges, we who are engaged in tourist un-
dertaking should continue to hold high the great banner of Deng Xiaoping Theory,
carry forward our cause and forge ahead into the future, and strive for further progress.
We are determined to realize our historic mission — to turn China, now an Asian
tourist power, into a world tourist power in the first 20 years of the new century.

To commemorate Comrade Deng Xiaoping who had led us to establish and develop
China's tourist industry, we compile and publish this picture book-Deng Xiaoping and
Tourism.

We dedicate this book to Comrade Deng Xiaoping, the founder and leader of China's
tourism.

We dedicate this book to China's tourism in the new century.




