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Preface

It is an established fact that reading practice is effective in
improving one’s proficiency in a foreign language. Thus, for
students of Chinese as a foreign language, learning how to
read Chinese is essential to the process of becoming familiar
with Chinese words. To become effectively literate, students
need to have a command of about 3,000 to 5,000 Chinese
words. However, mastering such a large amount of Chinese
vocabulary can be quite a significant burden. But students are
eager to read in Chinese even with a limited amount of vo-
cabulary. I once taught in the Chinese Department of Venice
University and found that the students needed simple Chi-
nese materials to improve their reading ability. The series,
Graded Chinese Reader, is made up of such simple reading ma-
terials that have been specifically designed for students of Chi-
nese as a foreign language with the main purpose of helping
them improve their reading comprehension. This series can be

useful both inside and outside the classroom.

Readability and language practicability are characteristics of
the simplified stories in this series, based on contemporary
Chinese novels, some of which are prize-winning works.

The stories all describe Chinese people’s lives and the various



\

social changes that have occurred since the 1980s in China.
By reading these literary works, written by important con-
temporary Chinese writers, students of Chinese as a foreign
language can gain a better knowledge of the everyday lives
of the Chinese people. In order to help readers have a bet-
ter comprehension of these works, each story has a “Guide
to reading”, which appears before the main text. Questions
based on the story and a brief introduction to the author are
also included in the stories.

The series has already published Graded Chinese Reader
1000 Words (originally Graded Chinese Reader 3), Graded
Chinese Reader 2000 Words (originally Graded Chinese
Reader 1), and Graded Chinese Reader 3000 Words (originally
Graded Chinese Reader 2). Graded Chinese Reader 500
Words is the fourth book of the series. The stories in
Graded Chinese Reader 500 Words have been selected from
a range of contemporary mini-stories. The vocabulary in
Graded Chinese Reader 500 Words consists of 500 essential
Chinese words, which were mainly chosen based on the
first 500 Chinese words of the 1,500 high frequency words
in the International Curriculum for Chinese Language
Education (2008). The book also includes some of the
600 Chinese words of the Chinese Proficiency Test Syllabus
Level 3 (2009). In each story, words outside of these above



mentioned categories, such as more advanced words,
proper nouns, idioms and complex sentence words, are
explained in notes included at the side of each page along
with examples of some of the commonly used words. Plus,
words that are beyond the 500 yet within the category of
600 Chinese words of the Chinese Proficiency Test Syllabus
Level 3 are marked (e.g., 64 ). To make it easier for
readers to look up the vocabulary, the 500 high frequency
words and those belong to the New HSK Test Level 3 which
have appeared in this book are listed in the glossary.

In Graded Chinese Reader 500 Words, the most common
words appear frequently in the text so that students can
memorize them more efficiently; the sentences are reasonably
short; complex sentences are avoided; pinyin is used so that
students can easily master each word’s pronunciation and
look it up in a dictionary. Each story has its own notes so
that readers may choose whichever story they wish to read. In
order to improve students’ listening comprehension, a CD in
MP3 format is attached to the book. In addition, the stories
are illustrated with pictures, which will help students gain
a better understanding. The main goal of Graded Chinese
Reader 500 Words is to further reduce the difficulty of reading
Chinese for students and improve their reading and listening

ability.
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I would like to thank the College of Foreign Languages of
Southwest Jiaotong University and my publisher Sinolingua for
their helpful support, Professor Abbiati Magda of the Chinese
Department of Venice University for all the valuable ideas
she gave me when I was preparing the series, all the Chinese
contemporary writers whose works are featured in this book for
their permission to use and adapt their stories, Fu Mei, director
of the editorial department of Sinolingua, Lu Yu, editor of
Sinolingua, for their constructive suggestions and sincere help,
my friends Peter Moon and Pat Burrows for their suggestions
and my student Chen Lifang for her careful proofreading of
the book. I would also like to thank my readers and all of the
many other people who helped me, directly or indirectly, in the
development of this book.

I sincerely welcome constructive criticism or helpful sug-
gestions from both our esteemed colleagues and, of course,
students of the Chinese language. We hope that this series,
Graded Chinese Readers, will be helpful to all CFL students
and readers.

The author can be contacted at shiji0612@126.com

Shi Ji
November, 2011
Chengdu, China



£

il

XFT R 4m, iBiE ik 5E S KT RAMS A
BE, ARETFEIRE, A TRREHINEN
FAERW, BLRERERFTERALREFTER
MESJ B, BFTHEALT, kKO ILEHH,
SFEF A2 FIE 3,000 £ 5,000 4953, R,
ShE F A RE IR 3,000 MFRAFAEEET R, 2RF
A AR B R AAA TR IICHATIRGER 3, AAL
B K F P X AAEHPE, THIZENRERZX
7 &8 18 ik A R AR B8 kA . (GE S A
Mik) AFkAARREBDRIELIZHENR Hik
Ao ARBL,BAE) RINHEITEZAHRAFFAER
2 XE MR AE A . 1% B B BR ST AR A IR IE M iR 4K
M, WA ARG IR E S A

(BB AE) RIVTAHBFIZITES
RERG D, AEZELER, TR E ST H
TR TikkAE S0 E AL, BLMEE, FALT-



AE—RRELETHRAEFTRAAGAEE, THA20
#20FREASATHRAANEALLST, HT ik
FAFASEMKFENGR, EREITHELY “H
BIEF, Ak A BE MR LHERNE.
(RiEHZAE) 252 ET (RNiEHANA
1,000 ) (RE (ESAAE3I)), (REHL
ik 2,000 ) (R (RESBRME 1)) Fo (NiE
SRk 3,000 ) (R E (ESBIAE2)), (R
EHEAE 5007 ) & (RESEAE) 2RI F
WA, (RIESRIE - 5004 ) Wy Fik P E LK
WA, XERFHET A 20 280 FREAY
PRAGEFTEAASR LGS T, (RESFA
Bk - 500 3 ) 693CFFRAA 500 SEF AE, &
HdE (B FRRGEHF @ ARAZ A ) (2008) 1,500 3
IR AT S00 AN FMEARTRE, R ART (R
EAKFH KX KR) (2009) HSK = A R & # 600 3,
s B E PR LR EIDASMGE . fiE, AL
B, BB, hEHRIATT FiE, —RFREAL
BT H &, R AE 50095 M4 6,4 A 47 HSK = AR



%44 600 39 ¢ B A 4939, BT H Bk ART (BB ).
A AREHZEREIL, KHBWRA 500 A HIAHE R H
% A 5 4947 HSK =4 39iCZ %380 &,

(RESB M- 500 ) EmBIEF, AEH
A R R G BILE, VA IRk A AT IREF R 62
Mhitie, 4 FAKME, HMEE, REBLEH
ke, RFEXLHREHET, BFERTHR
@it FinieiA X fed HiEd, A FRikA ki h
T ABERIRERUFLAE, ZBRAUNLE
WEALLELRANY, ARFFENTAKE, K
B MP3 #& X6 CD A& . bz, HHEFL
BAEE, AHHFZALZENRTBEKFAS, (X
ESRAE - 5009 ) BN TR —F BIKRE
Pk ey, 1R & RE R AIRE T A f R,

(IESBAE) RIGREFINERALHX
e XK, EFAMBHRBRXPMELRGMT
Aol B HOF HRARN A, RSBRANKFE T LA
Abbiati Magda #4%4f K #) X et F, BMARS
RAEAE o 0 B ARAE RN, R4 305F thRa AL 4 4735

Xl



Xl

FAEAT B RS AR TE AT AT AR PR B8 R E e
By, Rt WA Peter Moon #= Pat Burrows #% # & % &
Ro BMBNFAETF A @K, Bt
FxF (RESBHE) RAGBEERREGEZTENL,
Bt G 2R B 7 K FLA4E 3 8 44 B 3R 7% % A3 69
FHIAEM, s THRAMGH B, KAERFERFTESH
wE,

BABA L (RESEAE) RIRAERE
BREMFHEGRIFEL, FHF LS KikZFRLR
= SUE &

A ¥R 48 : shijin0612@]126.com
& i
2011 5 11 A
T E - AR



First Edition 2013

ISBN 978-7-5138-0345-8
Copyright 2013 by Sinolingua Co., Ltd
Published by Sinolingua Co., Ltd
24 Baiwanzhuang Road, Beijing 100037, China

Tel: (86) 10-68320585 68997826

Fax: (86) 10-68997826 68326333

http://www.sinolingua.com.cn
E-mail: hyjx@sinolingua.com.cn
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sinolingua
Printed by Beijing Jinghua Hucais Printing Co., Ltd

Printed in the People’s Republic of China



Preface

=
mif

Y7 Xian NY Yi ShtHua
—. BR—3K %
Br Dé&ngdai Tian’é

San  YuZhéng

a% .

Contents

—_
St San Méi Yingbi
. — &EE Fﬁ
Wu  NY bén Pidoliang
H.RRE R
Lit  Zhaopian
o
VAR
Qr Dbpgféng Qiao'?goh‘ub

R

Ba  Laorén hé Nigo

N, ZAF G

it ZaGe Emi (%ubnidn
h. BPNIILFE &F
Shi N{ Shi Wo de Xién%ﬂ

+. REBEHI

© (oe]  [ep) 1N (O8] N —

25T
(e
O



- >
U4 g P
4N
NAATYY
/ -

Contents

{ "\

-l
N
—

s
w
1

Y EEY N
()] )] EN
) 19} 42

—
~
(e2]

Shiyt Lia L&i de Yuéliang

+—. REBA &
Shi'er  TéngcuAigin
T, EREE

Shfs@ Nirén

=, KA

Shist  Téngxin

+H, B

Shiwli Yéngguang Lu Shigi Hao
. HX®17 S

EIRIC R



Yi Xian NY Yi Shu Hua

S Rk

yudnzht: Féng Jicdi

RZE .G BEA

1 BRR—3RTE: pres-
ent a bunch of flowers
to you; 3 : (classifier)
bunch
@D wiELs A%
ST,






WmR—RE 3

—. WR—ARAE

Guide to reading:

This story is about a sportswoman who fails to win the gold
medal in an international gymnastics competition. When
she comes back to China after the competition, she feels dis-
graced. Walking into the main hall of the Capital Airport,
she feels sad and holds her head down. No crowds or large
flower bouquets are there to greet her as they have before.
However, one of her supporters who works at the airport ap-
proaches her with a smile and presents her with a bunch of
flowers, which shows that flowers can also be presented to

those who are seen as failures.



