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Langer’s lines ! B2
The orientation of connective and elastic tissue in the skin means that L- 7 ¥
when it is cut in certain planes the edges will lie together, but when it is ¥

healing: a cut whose edges are gaping will heal less well and with more
scarring than a cut whose edges lie together. The (invisible) cleavage
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I cut in other planes, the edges will gape. This is important in wound 7
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| lines along which cuts should be made for best healing are Langer’s lines.
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Compact bone New blood vessels

Hematoma Fibrocartilage

(a) Blood escapes from ruptured blood (b) Spongy bone forms in regions close to
vessels and forms a hematoma. developing blood vessels; fibrocartilage
forms in more distant regions.



Healed fracture

(c) Fibrocartilage is replaced by a bony callus. (d) Osteoclasts remove excess bony tissue,
making new bone structure much like
the original.

Stages (a-d) of the repair of a fracture.
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