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Editorial

We are in the age of mass-com-
munication when information can
be transmitted instantly throughout
the world. The architectural pro-
fession is ofcourse no exception.
The architectural profession has
been constantly changing, from a
very nationalistic or individual ex-
pression to a mixed expression of
the different ideologies reflected in
today’s rapid exchange of infor-
mation, which is merely a thin layer
of true realty.

The purpose of this issue is to in-
vestigate the current state of the
architectural profession in america
by concentrating on the house,
since the house is the most appro-
priate vehicle for the expression of
architectural ideas. We have decided
to emphasize the private house in
this issue without prejudice, ignor-
ing the so-called “modern” or
“post-modern”’ trends. We believe
this is the time for us to reexamine
the validity of certain predominant
modern architectural statements
made by only a few individuals in
the entire architectural profession.
We offer our readers an opportun-
ity to look at modern architecture
from the houses that were selected
to offer the most conprehensive
architectural expression from dif-

ferent points of view. We present,
for example, the entrance, the cen-
tral activity area of the house, the
eating area, the resting area, as well
as the materials used for varied
architectural expression. It is in
their interpretations of these im-
portant areas that the architects
express their architectural ideas.
We have tried to raise the questions
which are vital today for those arc-
hitects who have participated in
this issue. We believe that the at-
tempted solution to a particular
area in the house is the beginning
of the design process.

Most of the houses we have cho-
senfor this issue are located in rural
areas because such houses offer the
architect greater freedom of expres-
sion. The participants in this issue
have been selected because they
came from many different back-
grounds which have influenced the
psychological or physical emphases
they express in their interpretations
of the house. The reader can make
his own evaluation. OQur duty as
architectural journalists is to offer
the knowledge which allows the
reader to appreciate architect's
respouse to different problems.

Ching-Yu Chang.
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PRIVATE HOUSE

Albuquerque, New Mexico, 1977
Architect : Antoine Predock
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The task was to design a solar heated home in the
mountain foothills that responds to views, natural
ventilation, and climatic impacts. Indoor/outdoor
living patterns are developed in the design of the
house.

The house is sited in a saddle of land between two
hillocks. The approach to the house is via a
meandering dirt road that leads to an entry court.
From the court distant views toward the west are
intentionally blocked by the house, but are re-
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vealed immediately upon entering. The house
steps down a hillside with terraces and patios
entrapping activity areas. Natural ventilation is
induced by the stepping cross section and the high
operable windows which create a chimney effect.
Radial masonry fin walls off the living area buffer
low west sun angles but permit views toward city
lights at night and distant mountains. Large open-
ings toward city views to the southwest permit the
penetration of afternoon winter sun. Openings
are protected from southerly summer sun by
outdoor deck above. Low winter sun is absorbed
by brick floors for passive solar heating effect.
Living area is multi-level to encourage various
social groupings. Sleeping zone is on upper level
wrapping around a roof garden.

Site plan

The active solar system is a flat plate collector,
ethylene glycol to water exchange. Heat from wa-
ter in storage is exchanged to a space heating loop
which passes through fan coil units for forced
warm air delivery. The solar collectors are inte-
grated into the overall geometry of the house, the
space between them becoming a sloping ceiling
entry.
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1st floor plan
1—Entry court
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2nd floor plan
15—=Solar collectors
16—Deck

17 —Rool garden
18—Master bedroom
19—Bedroom
20—Bedroom/Study




PRIVATE HOUSE

Weston, Massachusetts, 1975

Architects : Gelardin/Bruner/Cott
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Site Plan
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The major challenge involved in the budgeting of
this custom residence for a family of five within the
cost constraints of $40/s.f. Using a select group of
off-the-shelf products, including an industrial
roofing material, unique spatial solutions were
achieved within an overall construction cost of
$33/s.f.. Energy costs are kept at a minimum due
to the inherent passive solar design of the major
spaces of the house. The insulated translucent
living room roof and dark slate floor help generate
and store heat which is further distributed through-
out the house by the forced air heating system.
The year-round energy related costs are one-half
of what they were for the owner’s previous, smal-
ler, conventional house.

The husband, who spends most of his time in a
factory, felt very much at ease with industrial or
non-residential materials. The wife, although not
uncomfortable with these materials, wanted
residential warmth and scale.

The most challenging aspect of all was the clients’
desire for expansive open interior space, coupled
with the need for privacy. They eon’t entertain
often, but when they do they wanted space for
their guests. They wanted a kitchen to be open so
they would not be closed off from guests when
entertaining, but they also wanted the privacy of
a dining room. Each family member expressed the
need for privacy in order to study, write or paint.
The design solution was a wood frame L-shape
that encloses all the functions of the house except
the living room. Its roof consists of a series of
translucent insulated fiberglass sandwich panels
carried on aluminum box beams and columns
with integral lighting. Beneath the roolf are two
walls of sliding insulated glass doors while the
other two walls have been dissolved to provide a
free flow of space between the living room, dining
room, kitchen, entry, den, guest area and stairway
to the second floor.

Lowering the grade of the living room floor
achieved the proper amount of privacy between
the living room and kitchen functions. Except for
carpeted amphitheatre steps leading to the living
room, the entire first floor is unified by the use of
12 12 butt joined slate flooring. Privacy at the
second floor level is achieved by its division into
two wings, one for the children’s bedrooms: the
other for the master suite and studio spaces.

The site is approached from the east. The public
side of the house is deliberately understated, con-
cealing from view the interior living space that
climaxes the design.
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1st floor plan 2nd floor plan
1—Play room 6—Study
2—Living room 7—Stadio
3—Kitchen

4—Dinig room
5—Bedroom




West elevation
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