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Preface

Israeli artist, Yaacov Agam is a pioneer of kinetic art, and is also one of the most celebrated Israeli artists today. His
work, Salon Agam, commissioned for Elysée Palace by former France President of the Republic Georges Pompidou, has
remained a permanent installation in the National Museum of Modern Art at thePompidou Centre in Paris. Furthermore, the
public artworks Agam has created for Taiwan has become renowned landmarks in Taipei and Kaohsiung. For six decades,
his artworks are seen around the world in art museums and public spaces. As a museum dedicated to Agam will soon open
in Israel, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts is extremely honored to present Yaacov Agam solo exhibition in Taiwan for the
first time. This exhibition is also one of the larger scale exhibitions of his art presented in the recent years.

Agam was born in 1928 to an orthodox Jewish family, and his faith has always inspired him creatively. He hopes that
through plastic art to express the teaching about the “reality” in the traditional Jewish belief. His art incorporates the elements
of movements and time, and invites the viewers to take an active part in the process of seeing art. Through the experience of
constant visual motions and changes, Agam art reveals a universal view of impermanence and constant change. His studies
on colors have also come to shape his highly unique aesthetic style. With vivid colors that represent musical tones of different
instruments, the visual images created by Agam are harmonious and fascinating like symphonic compositions. Moreover,
Agam has been experimenting with new and diverse media since the 50’s, and has created works of cross-disciplinary
practices, such as painting, sculpture, spatial installation, theater, architecture, writing, and education, as his artistic core
concept is conveyed through the uses of different media and expressive approaches.

This exhibition intends to present the essence fromYaacov Agam prolific artistic career, and includes around 50 artworks
ranging from his early works from 1965 to his recent creations made in 2013. Amongst these artworks are Agam best known
“Polymorphic” works and “Agamographs”, which present different visual effects through movements. Furthermore, also
included in the exhibition are his “kinetic sculptures™, composed by geometric metallic shapes and could be moved to create
different looks and forms. His sculptural relief series composed of mirrors reflecting the intangible and the tangible and
computer animation piece Visual Music is also part of the extraordinary collection of works included in this exhibition. And
for the first time, Agam iconic earlier “transformable paintings” and “tactile works” are integrated with latest technology and
touch screen monitor to transform the works into digital interactive art.

After his 1953 premier solo kinetic art exhibition in Paris, Agam has established an irreplaceable position in the
international art world. Sixty years later, his works have arrived to National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, for the viewers
in Taiwan to experience personally this art master’'s dynamic creative vitality and passion, as he takes us on a journey
surpassing our preconception for seeing and understanding art.

The realization of this exhibition is made possible because of 85-year-old Agam’s personal dedication and relentless
efforts, and also tremendous thanks to Ms. Simona Halperin, the Representative at Israel Economic and Cultural Office in
Taipei, for her help in facilitating the actualization of this exhibition. We also have to thank artist Ms. Mei-tsen CHEN who lives
in Paris for her assistance and liaison efforts, and Ms. Yu-Ling WANG, General Manager of Blue Dragon Art Company, for
her help with the catalogue of this exhibition. Finally, the great support from various organizations in Taiwan and overseas for
loaning their artworks for this exhibition is also another important key in making this exhibition remarkable, and our immense
gratitude goes out to all that have helped to make this exhibition come true.

TSd/t\- qu\g_ HMQP?

Director, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts
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Preface

I'm privileged and honored to be given the opportunity to welcome the Yaacov Agam: Beyond the Invisible Exhibition at
the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts.

The opening of this unique exhibition in Taiwan is, like my name — {aRJE@ 2 — suggests, a dream come true. This dream
would not have been realized if not for the insightful leadership of Director Tsai-Lang Huang; the skillful and tireless work of
the Chief Curator of the Exhibition Department at the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, Chao-Yi Tsai; and, most of all, the
devotion and dedication of the artist, Yaacov Agam, who has made big effort to make this exhibition possible in record time.

Yaacov Agam is a world pioneer of kinetic art who introduced the fourth dimension of constant change and the concept
of expecting the unexpected in his work. What you see from one perspective is very different from what you see from another.
It is not Israeli culture alone that is reflected in his work — both Jewish and Israeli influence are significant elements in this
great artist's work, as he brings the concept of constant change and an innovative interpretation of reality, and enlightens the
audience to a new form of enjoying art. Often, the audience becomes part of the process of creating and influencing the art
work. Agam introduces to the audience, through his art, the true [sraeli spirit of innovation, color, surprise and
excitemen!

He brings a completely new philosophy to art — the concepts of time, change and motion are all interwoven into a new
creation. And he doesn'’t stop there — he creates, for this exhibition, a world premiere of interactive art, bringing the dialogue
with the audience to a new level.

Agam's work has earned worldwide recognition, with some of his public art becoming symbols of Paris and Tel Aviv.
Agam was invited by former French President Pompidou to create a whole room at the Elysée palace in Paris — a room that
is now part of the permanent display at the Centre Pompidou. Agam's works were also chosen for the Israeli President's
Residence and its garden, and the Agam Museum is under construction in Agam's home town, the city of Rishon Lezion in
Israel — a proper tribute to one of the greatest artists living today.

With his works displayed in all parts of the world, Agam is no stranger to Taiwan: his installation Message of Peace —
Multi-dimensional Visual Communication 9x6x18 welcomes the public at the entrance to the Kaohsiung National Stadium, the
venue that hosted the world games in 2009. In Taipei his work transformed the old Shui-Yuan Market building into a beautiful
artistic expression.

This exhibition Yaacov Agam: Beyond the Invisible is the first solo exhibition of Agam in Asia, and provides the Taiwanese
audience a unique opportunity to get a new perspective and understanding of what's beyond the visible of traditional forms
of art. The participation of the artist at the opening of the exhibition will enhance the experience and allow for a real dialogue
between artist and audience.

At 85, Agam does not rest; he continues to work tirelessly on bringing his philosophy of visual education to the public,
with innovative art work presented here, at the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts, but also addressing future generations
through a special educational program. The Agam Program for Visual Cognition earned him the Jan Amos Comenius Medal
by UNESCO in 1996, one of UNESCOQO's most prestigious awards, granted to those who make a significant contribution



to the development or renewal of education. The Agam program is implemented today in about 90 Israeli preschools and
several elementary schools, under the supervision of the Weizmann Institute of Science — the department of the of Science
Education.

Both Jewish and Chinese cultures attach great importance to education, and supporting the children in their studies
to allow them to maximize their potential is of critical importance to parents in Israel and Taiwan alike. The young students
participating in the Agam program, as reported in studies conducted at the Weizmann Institute, demonstrated a statistically
significant improvement in both 1Q (general intelligence) and math readiness. The strategies and techniques the young 3- to
8-year-old children are acquiring upgrade their abilities and achievements in all areas; and the arrival of the Agam exhibition
to Taiwan will make it possible — and | hope will be used - to introduce the Agam method to schools in Taiwan.

This exhibition of Yaacov Agam in Taiwan provides an opportunity for Taiwanese audiences to learn about Israel and
get a glimpse of its spirit — through the work of one of the greatest artists living today. It also opens up a wide range of
possibilities for enhancing cultural, scientific, academic and tourism cooperation between Taiwan and Israel — opportunities |
hope all visitors will seize.

| have a dream:
May this exhibition open the door to even greater and more extensive cooperation between Israel and Taiwan!

Simona Halperin

Representative, The Israel Economic and Cultural Office in Taipei
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