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It was as though my soul had flowed
completely into my heart, and my heart in-
to my eyes.
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FAEL
The Lady of the Camellias

Chapter 1

n the 16th day of March 1847, I cost 100 Francs for a novel, Manon

O]_,escaut. at Marguerite's sale. An hour later, I had sent round for my

purchase. On the first page, written in ink in an elegant hand, was the dedication of
the person who had given the book. This dedication consisted simply of these words:

Manon to Marguerite,

Humility.

It was signed: Armand Duval.

What did this word "Humility" mean? Was it that Manon, in the opinion of
this Monsieur Armand Duval, acknowledged Marguerite as her superior in debauch-
ery or in true love?

The second interpretation seemed the more likely, for the first was imperti-
nently frank, and Marguerite could never have accepted it, whatever opinion she

had of herself. But I did not think about it too much until a young man called upon me.

One morning there was a ring at my door. My servant went to see who it was and
brought me_a visiting card saying that the person who had handed it to him wished to
speak to me.

I glanced at the card and there I saw these two words: Armand Duval.

I tried to recall where I had seen the name, and then I relmem])ered the fly—leaf

of the copy of Manon Lescaut.
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What could the person who had given the book to Marguerite want with me? I
said that the gentleman who was waiting should be shown in at once.

The next moment I saw a young man with fair hair, tall, pale, wearing travel—
ling clothes which looked as though he had not been off his back for several days and
which, on his arrival in Paris, he had not even taken the trouble to brush down, for
he was covered in dust.

Monsieur Duval, deeply agitated, made no attempt to hide his feelings, and
it was with tears in his eyes and a trembling in his voice that he said: "Please excuse
my visit and these clothes; not simply because young men do not stand much on cere—
mony with each other, but because I wanted to see you so badly today that I have not
even taken time to stop off at the hotel where I set my luggage, and have rushed
straight here, dreading even so, early as it is, that I should miss you."

I begged Monsieur Duval to sit down by the fire, which he did, taking from his
pocket a handkerchief with which he momentarily hid his face.

"Say on. I am at your service." He said.

He asked if I buy the novel, Manon Lescaut, at Marguerite's sale, and I got

up, went to fetch the book from my bedroom and handed it to him.

"This is it, " said he, glancing at the dedication on the first page and riffling
through the rest, "this is it." And two large tears fell on to the open pages. "May I
ask," he said, raising his eyes to me and making no effort now to hide the fact that he

had wept and was near to tears once more, "if you are greatly attached to this book? "

"Why do you ask?"
"Because I have come to ask you to surrender it to me."
"Forgive my curiosity," I said next, "but it was you, then, who gave it to Mar—

guerite Gautier? "
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P37
The Lady of the Camellias

"It was I."

"The book is yours. Take it.  am happy to be able to restore it to you."

"But, " continued Monsieur Duval with embarrassment, "the least I can do is to
give you what you paid for it."
"Please take it as a gift. The price fetched by a single volume in a sale like that is

a trifle, and I can't even remember how much I gave for it."

"Thank you very much, Sir," said Armand, extending his hand and grasping
mine, "I accept and shall be grateful to you for the rest of my life."

I very much wanted to question Armand about Marguerite, for the dedication
in the book, the young man's journey, his desire to possess the volume, all excited
my curiosity; but I feared that by questioning my visitor, I should appear to have re—

fused his money simply to have the right to pry into his business.

It was as though he sensed my wishes, for he said: "Have you read the book?"

"Every word."

"What did you make of the two lines I wrote? "

"I saw straightaway that, in your eyes, the poor girl to whom you had given the
book did not belong in the usual category, for I could not bring myself to see the lines
simply as a conventional compliment."

"And you were right. That girl was an angel. Here, " he said, "read this letter."

And he handed me a sheet of paper which, by the look of it, had been read
many times over.

I opened it. This is what it said :
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