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“THE WISE MAN TAKES PLEASURE IN

WATER"” -THE PHILOSOPHY OF LIVING
NEAR WATER
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Urban waterfront residence development enables the integration of urban city context with waterfront
natural landscape and regional specialties. Within the world scope, waterfront area development has gone
through a long history while today urban construction has turned its focus from optimization of urban
functional orientation to the recurrence of traditional water culture of residences. Waterfront residences
have evolved from single villas to diversified townhouses, hotel apartments, large clubs and private yacht
marina.

Waterfront residences center on water to organize and open up residential activities, which helps unfold
the function and value of water in modern residential environment. The rarity of waterfront areas and
landscape resources restrains people’ s original water—intimacy, which reminds architects of combining
static buildings with dynamic water resources and integrating traditional culture with modern aesthetics.
Architects should emphasize on the core concept that residents could appreciate water landscape to
the largest extent and control well the equity of view in each household; in elevation design, windows,
terraces vary a little bit but keep consistency in the overall pattern, forming dynamic and strong sense of
rhythm; in architectural layout design, different materials could be combined organically to achieve great
connection with local building traditions; the design of public space should stress on the unique living
interest of waterfront residences; landscape design reflects the integrated design of the overall ecological
environment of the residences, creating a poetic shelter combining the four elements of landscape, city,
building and garden.

As a transparent, pure, graceful and tough natural element, water has blended into every aspect of art
and culture with its unique form and the philosophy contained. Current period circles around waterfront
residence design and deliberately selects part of the classic cases to interpret the residential philosophy

of “Living near Water" .
9; 7&7
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