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' Moderm Revival

Contemporary Living

‘Modem Transformation
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Garden for Relaxation ;

Bringing the Beach te Your Home
A River Garden

Small Garden VS Large Landscape
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[ am much honored to
write the preface of this
book and to be one of the
contributors.

This is a book for
landscape architects,

garden designers,
homeowners, students and
others who are interested
in gardens. It describes the gardens with text,
images and plans for each garden, so it is possible to
study them more closely. Each garden tells a story
about the clients and their needs, about challenges

with the site that had to be met and how the designer

chose to design the garden within these perimeters.

1 am a Norwegian woman running a landscape
architecture studio in California with projects
featured in a Chinese book. 1 think this says
something about how international design and
gardens are. We pick up inspiration anywhere in the
world and bring some of it into our landscapes all
over the world. This is nothing new. During history,
garden ideas have been picked up while travelling
and brought home where they have been adjusted
to work with the local climate and conditions. Now
it just happens so much faster. Instead of it being

on a sea voyage that took years, we can now click
through internet or pick up a book like this for
inspiration.

But what makes landscape design interesting is
that you can’t just take a garden from somewhere
else and copy it. I studied landscape architecture
in Norway and grew up in a very green landscape
with ample water. After moving to California, 1
learned to appreciate the dry, golden hills in the
summer and to understand how scarce water is and
how important that is to consider in your garden. A
successful landscape has to work with the site and
environment. The layout and shapes have to work
with the topography and the surroundings. The
plants have to be selected based on sun exposure,
climate, hardiness, water use and soil. And the
garden has to fit with the house and the inhabitant’s
needs and wants.

Gardens are fascinating. Many people have

a passion for gardens, and often for different
reasons. Gardens are at the crossroads of design,
art, horticulture, engineering, construction, nature,
and food production and to have your own place

to enjoy peace. That is the beautiful thing about
gardens. You have this little piece of land where you
can create your own 0asis.



When [ start to work on a new garden design, | have
some principles and ideas I apply. I also love to
look through magazines and books for inspiration.
Here is my checklist that I keep in mind when I start
designing a garden:

1. Analyze the site and the environment. See what
the site has of positive features that you can use,
it can be a nice view, mature trees, a nice house.
Experience the environment on the site, notice
things like sun exposure. wind. noise, etc.

2. Find out what the clients want and need —
sometimes they know what they wants, other times
they haven’t given it much thought and you have to
try to find out.

3. Think about how this garden can make a
positive contribution to the environment. It can be
by planting trees and providing shade in a harsh
environment, or by providing shelter for wildlife.
In urban areas make sure we create permeable
surfaces that have a positive effect on drainage and
recharging of the water table.

4. Make sure your plants are well fitted to the
environment they will be placed in.

5. Don’t go overboard with effects. Keep your
material and plant palette restricted, especially in
small gardens. This often makes for more visual
impact.

This book shows a nice sampling of gardens in
USA., Australia and England, etc. There are the
contemporary gardens, European gardens that refer
to gardens inspired by classical European gardens,
Japanese gardens inspired by classical Japanese
temple gardens, and fusion style gardens, that are
hard to put into a specific category. Enjoy and get
inspired!

SHADES
OF GREEN

LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE

Ive Haugeland
Principal
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