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Reference from the Programme Leader

I am the Programme Leader for the MA Art and Design, at the
University of Hertfordshire, England. I have known Yue Xu for 2
years; as a student on the MA Fashion Design and since then she
has kept me updated about her progress in China.

Yue was an excellent student. She was fully committed to
her studies and determined to make the most of her time at
our University here in England. At the beginning of the MA
Programme, Yue worked hard to improve her English and always
persevered to express herself clearly and well. She made positive
contributions to all seminars and class discussions, never afraid to
ask for clarification if anything was unclear.

Yue gained experience of working directly with students from
other disciplines within Design, as well as working alongside
students from the wider postgraduate community within the
School of Creative Arts. In support of her specialist study, Fashion
Design, Yue worked with a small group of students under the
guidance of a specialist tutor, with whom she worked closely
to develop and refine a body of design work for her final MA
assessment. As well as producing a collection of very individual
garments, Yue documented her MA study extremely thoroughly,
producing a book of professional quality to visualise all aspects of
her design development. We will be using her book with students
in the future, as an excellent example of the high standard we
hope our MA students will achieve.

Yue' s time in England gave her an understanding of the
European design process and the global fashion market. She
made many friends amongst both the staff and her fellow
students. During her time with us, she was an excellent advocate
for the potential of international study. She worked hard, with
positive energy and enthusiasm. We would have been delighted
had she decided to stay in England for further study and hope
that we can collaborate with her in some way in the future.

Yue' s experience here in England gives a very strong global
perspective to her fashion design potential, and the knowledge
and rigor of her research and design development would be a
very constructive example to fashion students. I wish her every
success.

With kind regards

BHodweseS .

Sally Freshwater:

MA RCA, BA(Hons) Goldsmiths, University of London.
Programme Leader MA Art & Design.

School of Creative Arts,

Faculty of Science, Technology and Creative Arts
University of Hertfordshire
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Reference from MA Design Co-ordinator

I have known Yue Xu for two years. The first year was as the MA
Design Co-ordinator at the University of Hertfordshire from which
Yue Xu graduated with an MA Fashion (Distinction) in 2011. Since
Yue Xu'
career is unfolding.

s return to China she has kept me informed on how her

Yue Xu proved herself to be both dedicated hard working and
capable of taking on new challenges regardless of difficulty. MA
study was very valuable to her and none of the staff involved
with the Programme were surprised that she received one of
the highest marks in the year. She is thoughtful about her work
working hard to both understand the context of Fashion Design
and delivering exciting outcomes of very high quality in the
skills by which garments were manufactured. This attention to
design and detail was carried through into all aspects of her
work including a book which summerised her MA journey and
motivations as a Fashion Designer. Studying in England for a
year has strengthened her understanding of the global Fashion
Industry as well as gaining an understanding of the design
processes which are inherent within the UK Design Profession.

Yue Xu’
in her presence there is always a smile, sometimes a giggle, and
always a seriousness and depth. The garments are just the tip of
the iceberg and it is in the supporting work where you discover
the interlinking of ideas to technical skill that the joy of the
projects lie. There is attention to detail, nothing is ever good

s work reflects her character, that is walking into a studio

enough, Yue Xu always wants to redo work to improve. She got
on well with both staff and contemporaries and was capable of
putting her point of view across in group discussions as well as
taking positive criticism.

In Yue Xu’' s communication for the post she speaks of several
ideas, this is something of great interest to us as Design is a
global business and sharing of skills as well as differing (and
shared) understanding of both design and consumer audiences
would be of value to students who study fashion. Yue Xu has the
motivation to make things happen.

For the above reasons it is a pleasure to endorse Yue Xu' s
book , and I wish her every success in her application.

With kind regards

Julian Lindley

FRSA, MCSD, FHEA, MA Design Co-ordinator
School of Creative Arts,

Faculty of Science, Technology and Creative Arts
University of Hertfordshire
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Reference from MA Fashion Design Tutor

I worked with Yue Xu for a year as her MA Fashion Design Tutor.

Yue Xu entered the course with flat pattern cutting skills and
good design skills. Throughout the course all challenges were
approached with enthusiasm, she relished new ways of working
and new ways of thinking about the design process and its
development. The research undertaken and its development were
approached with an open mind and sensitivity. Her commitment
to her studies was constant and she approached all tasks with
skill and imagination. It is hard to fault her process of design and

subsequent problem solving.

Yue Xu has a strong aesthetic sensibility and used this throughout
her work from inception to presentation enabling her to describe
sometimes complex ideas. She responds well to criticism/
instruction and has a refined ability to self direct, self criticise
and make decisions. Yue Xu was active in group sessions always

willing to share opinions and encourage her peers.

Yue Xu has very good interpersonal skills and was popular with
both other students and staff.

Her organisation and time management is exceptional.

I am delighted that Yue Xu is an enthusiastic and creative

individual well able to inform and inspire others.

I wish her every success and would look forward to the possibility

of working with her again in the future.

Annle Shellarvol

Annie Shellard

Senior Lecturer

BA Hons Fashion, MA Design
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