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To the Student (3rd Edition)

“Have you ever noted down how often and with whom you speak English in your
daily life?”

This question is to draw your attention to a fact — Limited time is actually used for
daily communication though you are an English major! Challenge to Speak is complied
with the purpose of helping you to build up good communication skills through
rigorous practice and various forms of language skill training. On the other hand, it
aims at guiding you to become familiar with the cultural context to which a language
naturally belongs. The goal is to attain fluency and appropriateness in the mastery of
the language. Meanwhile as a tool for communication, it should be understood that it is
necessary for you to master language skills to cover both Chinese culture and Western
culture. Many communication failures have much more to do with a lack of cross-
cultural understanding than with a lack of linguistic competence.

With the fast process of globalization and the rapid rise of China’s position today
in the international world, the Western world is showing increasing interest towards
China and its development. As an English major of intermediate or advanced level,
it is becoming more and more apparent that you need to further meet the challenge
of a demanding world. With a view to an appreciation and respect for cross-cultural
similarities and differences, this textbook hopes for a successful sharing of our own
culture as well as Western culture. We wish you to acquire a solid communicative
competence of this foreign language, be fully aware of the importance of understanding
Chinese and Western culture and its cross-cultural features in such a way that you will
be competent enough to introduce China’s rich culture and amazing developments to
the international world with ease.

The central idea of Book 1 and Book 2 is to challenge you to gain language
competence through the study of the culture of this language. Each unit makes full use
of a cultural issue with the aim to stimulate meaningful communication. Conversation*
models are given to show you how to master appropriate functional patterns in a wide
range of social settings followed by varied forms of practice to challenge you to speak. In
each unit a topic has been selected for discussion, which can be carried out in forms of
narration, presentation, debate, argument or interview. These activities will be organized
to guide you to communicative and linguistic competence step by step. Emphasis is laid
on collaboration with you and your partners working in pairs or in groups to create a
sense of community in the classroom with meaningful results.

The CCC method should work in this way:




To the Student (3rd Edition)

Challenge to Speak Book 2 (Student’s Book) consists of 15 units. It is accompanied
with the Teacher’s Book and CD. Each unit is designed for 2-3 academic hours per week for
university English majors, normal university English majors, open university English majors
and all intermediate level learners of English.

Part A: Way to Speak

Three or four short dialogs are given as models in varied settings. Each unit may
have a focal setting, such as at the post office, at a sports meet, at the library, etc., but
does not restrict the conversational context to that one situation. Actually use of a
comprehensive range of situations should be encouraged. The main task for you is to master
appropriateness with different functional patterns and work on basic communication skills.

Part B: Challenge to Speak

In this step intense practice should be given for the various challenges before you.
These exercises move from an elementary level to an intermediate one, from guided work
to free work. The purpose is to motivate you in pair work or group work without the teacher
monopolizing the classroom. Creative work is expected of you.

Part C: Topic to Discuss

Culture is the way of life that a group of people share. This is also shown in the way
people communicate with one another. Each country has its own culture, and in studying
a foreign language we need to understand the similarities and differences between the two
cultures.

In this section practical cultural issues such as time and appointments, education,
money, lifestyle, dinner etiquette, etc. are presented for discussion. You are challenged to
explore your own cultural background and compare it with that of the English-speaking
world, and become aware of the ways in which perception of communication patterns
are influenced by culture. These topics are expected to help you become more culturally
proficient by viewing the differences between two cultures.

Part D: Fun to Speak

This is a section to give you time to relax and have fun. Short stories, jokes, plays, songs,
riddles and amusing activities will give the classroom a change of atmosphere.

Suggestions for the Student
1. In Book 2, acquiring communicative competence is the CHALLENGE you are faced

4



10.

11.

12,

with. Work face to face in a relaxed atmosphere. Look your partner in the eye and try
to overcome shyness.

PREPARATION is essential. You are required to PREVIEW the materials before
entering the classroom. Read the introduction and think about the language
function and topic you are going to talk about.

LISTENING activities should be infused in your studies. Find time to listen to the
MP3, but do NOT look at your textbook while listening. Imitation on how the native
speaker expresses feelings and emotions is important.

. Cultural background is meant to give further information to make the discussions

richer and fuller. BROWSE through this section before you come to class. Going
online is a good way to obtain further information.

. There is no special time or order of appearance of the functional skills. They should

suit your need to make your language appropriate and expressive. Build up an
AWARENESS of appropriateness.

. Request TAKING NOTES from the topic or making an outline as you prepare for

class. Organized thoughts and ideas can be used as references. DO NOT READ
FROM YOUR NOTES.

. Create a sense of community. Create emotional and intellectual connections

in the discussions. SHARED views and fellowship are encouraged. Partake in
MEANINGFULWORK.

. ROLE PLAYING is where you play the part of the thinker, the doer and the

participant. The purpose is to make role play move from situational to creative, from
restricted to meaningful.

. DISCUSSION is where the work covers different forms of oral activities through

narration, presentation, debate, argument and so on. Do creative and imaginative
work true to life. Discuss with your teacher what activities interest you and take the
initiative to organize some of your own activities.

Be sure you are making a contribution of some kind. GRAB the opportumty as it
comes your way. Do your share.

Follow your teacher’s INSTRUCTIONS and start moving. Don't expect the teacher to
ramble on about grammar and language points in this classroom.

You take the initiative to SPEAK MORE after class or wherever possible, Take up the
CHALLENGE.
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To the Student (2nd Edition)

Has your teacher ever asked you to note down how often and with whom you speak
English in daily life? Do this and you may realize what limited time is used for daily
communication in English. In an environment where there are hardly any native English
speakers, you have to meet many challenges in your struggle to become fluent in English.

Challenge to Speak is one of a series of textbooks compiled for college students and
adults who wish to develop their fluency in spoken English. This oral English textbook,
written in accordance with the English syllabus for English majors, appears in two volumes
with 18 units per book. Each volume covers the workload for one academic year, providing
materials for 34 classroom hours per unit. Each book is accompanied by a teacher’s book.

The central idea of Challenge to Speak is to challenge you to gain communicative
competence through collaboration in the study of the culture of this language. Each
unit makes full use of some practical cultural issue with the aim to stimulate meaningful
conversations among you. Conversation models are given to show you how to master
appropriate functional patterns in a wide range of social settings followed by varied practice
to challenge you to speak. Emphasis is laid on collaboration, with you students working in
pairs or in groups to help you develop language competence while gaining new cultural
insight at the same time.

This CCC method should work in this way:

COMMUNICATION

3 EREIORE

COLLABORATION  — CULTURE

In Book Two each unit is composed of four parts:

PART A: WAY TO SPEAK

Four short dialogues are given as models in varied settings. Each unit has a focal setting,
such as at the post office, at the art gallery, etc., but does not restrict the conversational
context to that one situation. Actually the use of a comprehensive range of situations should
be encouraged. The main task for you is to master appropriate functional patterns and work
on basic communication skills. There is a set of supplementary patterns provided for both
teachers and students.

PART B: CHALLENGE TO SPEAK

In this step intense practice should be given for the various challenges before you.
These exercises progress from an elementary level to an intermediate one, from guided
work to free work. The purpose is to motivate you in pair work or group work, without the



To the Student (2nd Edition)

teacher monopolizing the classroom. The teacher needs to do careful planning to encourage
creative work from you.

PART C: TOPICTO DISCUSS

Culture is the way of life that a group of people share. This is also shown in the way
people communicate with each other.

In this section, practical cultural issues, such as time and appointments, education,
'money, holidays, lifestyle, etiquette, etc. are brought up for discussion. You are challenged
to explore your own cultural background and compare it with that of the English-speaking
world, and thus become aware of the ways in which perception and communication
patterns are influenced by culture. These topics are expected to help you become more
culturally proficient and understand the language better by encouraging you to see the
differences between the two cultures.

PART D: FUN TO SPEAK

This part is designed to give you some relaxation and fun in language learning. Stories
in various forms, songs, jokes, etc. are introduced to once again challenge your creativity
and imagination through role-play, improvisation and story-telling, etc.

TIPS FORTHE STUDENT
Work face to face and try to relax.

Look your partner or group in the eye and try to overcome your shyness.

Work together, participate actively and reap in the benefits of these joint efforts.

Be sure you are making a contribution of some kind. Take on any role that comes
your way.

5. Follow your teacher’s instructions. Don't expect the teacher to ramble on about

grammar and language points. You take the initiative and the Challenge to Speak!

All materials are recorded on cassette.

Challenge to Speak was compiled under the direction of chief compiler Yao Baohui,
professor of Linyi Teachers’ University and Li Hongye, professor and dean of the Foreign
Language Department, with the help of American teachers, Elizabeth Wilson and Clayton
Olson, who contributed a great deal of time and energy in compiling this textbook. We
would like to express our profound thanks to the above friends.
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Expressing POSSlblllty and Impossmmty
Ways of Travelling

5] Expresslng Possibﬂity and Impossihﬂity
en expressing possibility, we are expressmg the state or
W:;ct of something bemg possible Probabxhty is stronger
than possiblhty In expressing 1mpossxbil1ry the situation is
completely the oppos;te |

BRI A Way to Speak ()

1. (Jim has just returned from his winter holidays. He is relating some incidents of his

travels to his classmates.)

A:

3

Jim! It’s good to see you back. Did you have a nice holiday?

B: You bet. I was in Hong Kong for two weeks.
A:
B

: The holiday was very relaxing, and the weather was really warm compared to

So did you have a good time?

Suzhou, but the trip was just impossible.

How's that?

I decided to travel by train but it was a nightmare. I first took a bus into town. And,
wow, the terminal' was crowded. And when I stepped into the railway station, I

was in for a bigger shock to see that people in the hall packed like sardines’.

terminal: a terminus for trains or long distance buses
* packed like sardines: crowded closely together (like sardines in a tin)



A: 1 can imagine. Spring Festival transportation is infamous’ for its heavy flow of
passengers. Everybody wants to get home for their family reunions.

B: I've never in all my life seen so many people jostling’ to get onto the train. So I
decided to fly back instead. I thought there would possibly be fewer crowds. But,
boy, was I mistaken!

A: Feels good to be back, huh.

2. (John hears that his colleague Morris might be sent on a business trip to Denmark.)
A: Hi, Morris. I hear there’s a possibility you may go to Denmark next month!
B: Yes, there's a chance,
A: How come?
B: Well, it’s quite possible I'll be invited to attend a business conference held there as
a keynote speaker.
Marvelous. Congratulations!
Thank you. It's possible but not probable.
Why?
You see I'm in charge of the McMillan Project that has to be finished by the start of

e

March. I'm not sure I'll have the time to get away for the conference in Denmark.

=

I see. Hope you don'’t lose the chance though.

=

I'm afraid the chances are pretty slim.

3. (A mother-to-be is consulting her doctor.)
A: Good morning, Doctor!
B: Good morning. Oh, it’s you again, Madam. Didn't I tell you that everything is OK
yesterday?
Yes, everything is fine, but what’s the chance of having twins?
That isn’t very likely. There’s not much probability of that happening,.
Oh, are you absolutely sure about it?
Yes. I'm pretty certain. In fact, if you had twins, I'd be very surprised.
Oh, what a pity!

S

I'm afraid there’s nothing I can do to help you, Madam. Please try to relax and take
it easy. Why don't we let nature take its course?

* infamous: having bad reputation, notorious for

* to jostle: to push against, to elbow one’s way roughly




Unit 1 Expressing Possibility and Impossibility

@ Look at These Patterns ﬂ

Expressing possibility

Itsa poss‘ibiii’cy. ‘ ~ | I
- There is a chance.

There is a possibility.

It could happen.

possible

It's foryouto ...
probable

I might be able to ...

Is there any chance that ...?

Expressing impossibility

That / Itisn't very likely.

There’s not much chance of that happening.
| would :

Idoubtifthat | could | happen.

There’s no possibility that ...

It’s | improbable | that ...

The chances are pretty slim.



