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Preface

During my sabbatical year in the Institute of Chinese
and Korean Studies in Tuebingen University, Germany,
spring 2007, I received double scholarship from the National
Science Council of Taiwan and the German Research
Foundation for the research project of “An Exploration of the
Research and Translation Results of the German Sinology
Circle of Ancient Chinese Zhi Guai.” Therefore I gladly
welcomed a new phase in my career of academic research.

While searching for information in the Tuebingen
University Library, I realized that the Sinology circle focuses
more on “Fang Shi” and “Taocism” during the Wei Jin Nan Bei
Dynasties, along with poetry in terms of literature. The only
research translation project featuring Zhi Guai I could find
was the work done by Professor Dr. Ylva Monschein of the
Sinology Research Institute of Heidelberg University. I was
enthralled by the fact that Dr. Ylva had translated around
ten articles of Zhi Guai into German with her research project
“Der Zauber der Fuchsfee: Entstehung und Wandel eines

“Femme-fatale’-Motivs in der Chinesischen Literature (The
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Conjuration of the Fox Spirits-The Development of the Theme
of Seductive Women in Chinese Literature)”. This book,
borrowed by Herr Thomas Gaiser of the Chinese and Korean
Studies Institute, was a great assistance in my research
project.

In May, 2007, I gave lectures respectively in the Institute
of Chinese and Korean Studies and in the “Conference of
Humanities and Social Science of Taiwanese Scholars in
France” with the topic of “The Sexual Adventure and
Awakening in the Lacking World-the One-Night Affair among
Humans and Spirits in Zhi Guai”. The participants showed
great curiosity about this topic, and at the same time,
indicated that they had no idea that there were so many
fantasy stories from ancient China. Furthermore, Professor
Doctor Hans Ulrich Vogel, the director of the Institute of
Chinese and Korean Studies, suggested me to translate the
stories into English and introduce them to Western
Sinologists. Upon arrival to Tuebingen, I had presented him
with my doctoral dissertation-“The Study of Yan Zhi-Tui and
his Family Instructions”, and much to my surprise, he later
showed me a book of “The Family Instructions Master Yen” in
both Chinese and English he had bought on a trip to China.
He believed that he could understand my study with this

book. It was hard for me to believe that such work, which is
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not so popular, has a translated version in China. I thought to
myself, “Perhaps I should really make a bilingual Zhi Guai to
introduce to the West”.

Back in Taiwan I received help by Professor Lin Fu-Shi’s
Project Spark (Liao-Yuan) of the Literary Institute of my
college to proceed in this project of Zhi Guai translation. With
a selection of one hundred Zhi Guai stories, I categorized
them into sixteen interesting themes according to their
features and contents. With the assistances from the bright
and diligent Chen Tzu-Ting, Ho Tsai-Ju, Brandon William
Wunder, and illustrations from Yeh Shao-Yung. This whole
process from selecting to publishing lasted up to three years. I
really appreciate their consistent help towards this project.
Another special appreciation goes to Dr. Liu Yuan-Ju of the
Institute of Chinese Literature and Philosophy of Academia
Sinica, who generously supported my translation work and
took efforts to lend me important reference books from Taipei.
She is also a reason I am involved in Zhi Guai.

I hereby convey my gratitude to the sponsor of the
National Science Council and DFG for granting me the
opportunity to fly over ten thousand miles to Germany and
start a new phase of my academic career. In addition, I would
like to thank Institute of Chinese and Korean Studies for

providing a great study environment for me. Staying in the
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beautiful town of Tuebingen was a truly precious experience
of both studying abroad and wandering outdoors. I used to
hike among the beautiful woods almost every day, enjoyed
admiring the clouds and the sunset, and with nostalgia,
watch the airplanes from Stuttgart precisely divide the sky
into two while missing my family from afar. Beaches
dominated the woods where I stood listening to the echoes of
my footsteps, coming with the rustling sound of the snappy
movements of chipmunks at times. Sometimes not until it
was dark did I start to take my time walking back along the
trails. “My existence in the deep woods remains unknown to
humans; only the bright moon comes to shine on.” During my
visit, Frau Nina Berger, the secretary of the institute of
Chinese and Korean Studies took care of me in every possible

way-a friend that I give my deepest gratitude.

Yu Ya-Tzu Taichung,
December 28%, 2010.
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