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Chapter 1

Introduction

Modern society has witnessed the increasingly important and
indispensable role of mass media in daily life. The publication fre-
quency encourages people to habituate themselves to consuming
newspapers as a fixed part of their daily life. For most people,read-
ing daily newspapers makes up their most substantial and significant
consumption of printed discourse ,which is second only to television
as a window to the outside world. Therefore, news is playing an in-
creasingly important role in the information age. The ideology em-
bedded in language is characterized by the opacity and obscurity.
Therefore ,news reports may seem quite objective ,impartial ,and un-
ambiguous, but implicitly express different ideological meanings in a
roundabout way and exert subtle influences on the readers. The

functions of news are double: on one hand, it facilitates exchanging
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and sharing of information. On the other hand, although language in
news reports is always claimed to be neutral , credible and undistort-
ing, it is ideology — loaded. News reports are official discourses and
are unavoidably influenced by domain ideologies,so they can control
and affect people’s cognition directly or indirectly and remain a sig-
nificant factor in forming people’s ideologies and attitudes, though
the ideologies hidden in them are less obvious than those in other
public discourses such as editorial , political speech and advertise-
ments, etc.

With the development of China’s economy and technology,
there are large numbers of news reports about China in western
countries’ newspapers, which demonstrates that China has been
gradually becoming a focus of attention in the world. However, the
fact that the western countries’ newspapers frequently report China’s
news negatively cannot be ignored because the negative reports
about China will seriously ruin China’s image and reputation in the
world, will damage the harmonious and friendly diplomatic relation-
ships between China and other countries, and will further affect
China’s international status in the world. Therefore, it is necessary to
make it clear how the news reports are produced in terms of linguis-
tics to raise people’s anti — controlling awareness and to improve the
unfavorable conditions in order to promote China’s position in the
world. In the information age,the Chinese have much access to the
western media. When people read or listen to the news reports, it is
hard for them to see through the ideology hidden in news reports.
They are more likely to be cheated. It is essential that the people
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can be aware of what they are reading and increase their conscious-
ness against the infiltration of Western ideologies, and learn to use
the proper forms of language and keep sober — minded in the com-
plicated situations. The Beijing Olympics was a great event for the
global media. How the domestic and foreign media reported it
directly concerns the establishment of China’s international image.

As a new approach of linguistics, critical discourse analysis
(abbr. CDA) has been attracting more and more attention from
scholars in recent years. CDA is derived from critical linguistics and
its aim is to explore the relationships among language ,ideology and
power, for the purpose of unveiling the hidden ideology in public
discourse and its influence on discourse as well as the counteractive
influence that the discourse exerts on ideology. It aims to illustrate
how the language producers use language to convey ideology to
others and to exercise power to help to achieve political purposes.
Media discourse, including news discourse, political speeches and
official documents, is the main object of CDA. As an important
channel of information transmission, news reports have exerted ex-
tensive influence on people’s lives. News has been usually regarded
as the unbiased recording of world reality. However, the research
made by critical linguists proves that it is not true.

The present research will tentatively illustrate how language is
used in news reports to form beliefs and ideas,and how news report-
ers are affected unconsciously by ideology in the presenting of
events. There are many factors that are of great significance in news

representation such as lexical classification,and the choice of news
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sources, etc. As news discourses are so complex that concentration
on one aspect unavoidably leads to the neglect of others, this re-
search is mainly concerned with the linguistic aspect,a focus that
arises from the nature of the linguistic structures in the construction
of ideas in the news; it will reveal that language is not neutral ,but a
highly constructive mediator.

Most researchers focus on critical analysis of political discours-
es,and there are relatively fewer ones studying Olympic news dis-
courses. Therefore , this research will take Beijing Olympics — related
news as examples to make a comparative analysis of some news
about the Beijing Olympic Games selected from the English edition
of People’s Daily and The New York Times to reveal the ideology
concealed in language by analyzing their differences from the per-
spective of lexical classification , transitivity , passivization, and nom-
inalization. Halliday’s systemic — functional grammar will be applied
as the analytical tool from the perspective of critical discourse anal-
ysis , which is a new linguistic approach to discourse analysis, for the
purpose of revealing that the Beijing Olympics — related news
reports in the two newspapers, which seem to be neutral and impar-
tial , are ideology — loaded. Then the research will achieve its inten-
tion to improve the readers’ critical sensibility and awareness when
they read Olympics — related news reports so as to strengthen the

anti — control awareness of public discourses.
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1.1 A Brief Introduction of the Beijing
Olympic Games

When the Chinese government made a bid in 1999 to host the
29" Olympic Games,an Olympic fever spread all over the country.
Enthusiasm for the Olympics broke out when the International
Olympic Committee announced in July 2001 that Beijing was
approved to host the games. Hosting a successful Olympics was the
solemn promise the Beijing municipal authorities had made to the
world , but it also embodied a long - cherished dream of the Chinese
people the world over. The Games provided an excellent opportunity
for more mutual exchanges between Chinese citizens and people
from other nations,which might help the country integrate more into
the global community and make it more transparent to the outside
world. The city might also get a boost in development and henceforth
march toward the goal of being a modern and prosperous world —
class metropolis.

This was a sports carnival belonging to people all over the
world. It was estimated that a worldwide audience of 4 billion
watched Olympic competition events. The Beijing Olympics had an
enormous contingent of journalists and 150,000 volunteers. During
the Games , almost 40,000 journalists from home and abroad filed
reports in Beijing and other parts of China,heads of state and gov-
ernment and royal family members from over 80 countries attended
the opening ceremony, and the Games had attracted 500, 000
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foreigners to Beijing.

For China,the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games was a good histor-
ical opportunity to display its development to the whole world. Peo-
ple in the world not only got to know the Beijing Olympic themes of
“Technological Olympics”, “Green Olympics” , and “ Humanistic
Olympics” ,but also accepted the “New Beijing” , which displayed
to the world that China was an ancient ,open — minded , modern and
creative country.

The Beijing Olympics was an international sports feast, which
had profound significance for the Olympics itself. China and the
whole world hoped that the Beijing Olympics would become the most
significant and influential in history in that it had good hardware of
venues and scale, and it embodied the software construction of na-
tional characteristics.

It was a good opportunity for China to shape its positive nation-
al image. From the development of the previous Olympics, holding
the Olympics always made the hosting city a focus of the whole
world, even though the cities had not been so famous. For example,
the Tokyo Olympics in 1964 ,and the Seoul Olympics in 1988, both
provided the hosting cities with critical transit to modernization and
internationalization.

Olympics made the hosting country become a focus of world
media coverage and people’s attention. Its significance exceeded the
sphere of the sports events. Every hosting city would seize the oppor-
tunity to influence the world media and enhance its national image.

Media coverage is the best mirror to reflect the Beijing Olympic
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Games. People’s Daily and The New York Times occupy extremely
important positions in the world through their objectivity and influ-
ence. It is necessary to master the ways in which both newspapers

display their ideologies through Olympics — related news.

1.2 The significance of critical analysis of
Beijing Olympics —related news

Critical linguistics ( CL) was proposed by British linguists
Roger Fowler and Gunther Kress in 1979. Then, critical discourse
analysis came into being. CDA , which usually approached from the
angles of linguistics, sociology , psychology and mass media, aims to
reveal the relations between language, power and ideology through
analysis of linguistic forms. CDA is particularly interested in how
ideology influences discourse; how discourse reacts to ideology ; and
how they both originate from social structures and power relations,
and serve society as well.

Within CL,language is not an objective and transparent trans-
mission medium as claimed by previous linguists, rather, language is
a kind of social practice, an intervening force in social processes.
Language not only reflects society but also directly gets involved in
the makings of social relations.

The main research objects of CDA are public discourse from
TV, newspapers , official documents,laws, etc. Analysts can discover
the relations between language and ideology, which are usually un-
noticeable by the public, and disclose how the powerful classes
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employ language to shape the ideology interests and to maintain the
existing social structures. CDA aims to reveal dominance , discrimi-
nation, power and control as expressed, signaled and so on by lan-
guage use.

CDA views discourse as social practice and deems the context
of language use as crucial. This implies that language is also a part
of social life,playing an incomparable role in social activities. CDA
can be approached in two ways: one can be framed in terms of “le-
vels of language” ,including vocabulary , grammar and textual struc-
ture. The other can be designed in terms of functions based on M.
A. K. Hallidayan functional grammar. Therefore, the ideological
meanings of lexical structures and classifications realized by lexis,
transitivity , syntactic transformation, direct and indirect speeches
should be carefully examined.

Various approaches to CDA share a commitment to going be-
yond linguistic descriptions to attempt explanations,to showing how
social inequalities are reflected and created in language ,and to find-
ing ways through their work to change the conditions of inequality
that their work uncovers. Fairclough describes his two principal
goals as: First,helping to “correct a wide spread underestimation of
the significance of language in the production, maintenance and
change of social relationships of power” and second, helping to “in-
crease consciousness of how language contributes to the domination
of some people by others,because consciousness is the first step to-
wards emancipation. ” ( Fairclough,1989)

Of significance is the critical study concerned with,on the one



