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Unit 1

Childhood and China
DEOD
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Version 1

Some time ago I found a Chinese cable channel show a British programme, with a Chinese
dialogue, and I persuaded my wife to watch to see something of the English countryside. Normally
the story is about a rural area but this time it wandered into an urban area. Suddenly, arow of houses
typical of those provided, throughout the Industrial North in Victorian times', appeared. Those
houses had to be available quickly and they had little of modern amenities. As my wife saw this
she said: “Now I know why you can live in China, this is not so different as China is now.”

I was born in a small rural village and I suppose I was lucky compared to other children. Across
the street from my home was a similar row of houses. It started with a greengrocer’ s shop and
finished with a bank and a haberdasher’s and in a neighbouring small square was one of the village’s
seven pubs.

I started school on my third birthday because my best friend from across the street, who was
older than I, had already started and I could not wait to join him.

The school was associated with the local church and was approached through a narrow and cobbled
street, lined on both sides by a continuous row of small low houses. It was divided into two parts, one
room for infants and a larger room where I was taught to read and write. I cannot remember much
about my early schooling although I do remember the method of learning to read and to do arithmetic.
It was all done by continuous repetition.

When I was ten I took “The Scholarship Exam” in which I did well enough to begin my further

education at Ormskirk Grammar School>. Ormskirk Grammar School was founded in the 16th
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century and the oldest part of the school, built of stone, was still in use when I arrived there, although
part of it had become the headmaster’ s house.

The school headmaster was an Anglican priest. I had not been at school a whole term, when
it was announced that he would retire at the end of the term and that Mr. Pierce, the senior Latin
teacher, would act as temporary head until a new person was appointed.

The following September we had a new headmaster. His name was Mister Dickinson and he
was not a priest. He had, in fact, come to the school from the position of Head of the Chemistry
Department of Liverpool College, a public school with a splendid reputation for scholastic
achievement. He introduced many changes setting for himself the task of making sure that his
Grammar School would soon gain a name for scholastic achievements.

There were about 350 pupils when I joined the school and it was not famous for its scholastic
achievements. In fact it was, I believe, some years since anyone had gone on from school to
University. When I left the school, some six years later, the school had more than seven hundred
and fifty pupils and I was one of seven pupils who had won a State Scholarship, the first to honour
the school in this way for more than a decade.

It is many years since I last visited the school and I often wonder if the tradition, set by Mr.
Dickinson, is still carrying on or whether it has become the victim of the modern education thinking
in many countries of the Western world that believes that all children should have the same education in

spite of some being brighter than others.

For those who want to know the whole story, and those who are advanced English learners, the
complete version can be read below.

Version 2

One of the programmes I used to watch on Chinese television comes out of Hong Kong but is
a British programme called Heartbeat. 1 like it because it was shot in Yorkshire in a beautiful part
of England where the roads twist and turn as they pass from one place of beauty to another’.

Some time ago, while roaming the channels, I found that one of the Chinese cable channels
had begun to show the programme dubbed in Chinese. As a result a few nights later I persuaded
my wife to watch and see not only the programme but also something of the English countryside.

Primarily the action takes place in the rural areas of the county but it sometimes wanders into
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Childhood and China |

a more urban area and it did so on this occasion‘. Suddenly on the screen appeared a row of houses
typical of those provided, throughout the Industrial North in Victorian times, to house the workers
needed to man the new factories, which were being built’.

Those houses had to be available quickly and they had little of modern amenities. Generally
they would be in rows of twenty or so, often with no break between individual houses, and
sometimes no back as they were built “back to back” to economise on cost and land usage®. Those
who were lucky would have a small passage between adjacent houses that gave access to the
back and, because a room could be built over the passage, would have a third small bedroom, either
to the front or the back.

As she saw this scene my wife turned to me and said, “Now I know why you can live in China,
you were brought up in a country which is not so different to China now” and I suppose to a large
extent that is near to the truth.

I was born in a small rural village whose main industry was farming but did boast brick-making
and a cotton mill, where my mother worked as a weaver. It was also centrally placed to three market
towns, none more than eight miles away. There, on some days of the week, but never on Sunday,
stalls were set up along the streets or in permanent covered areas. The markets sold about anything
and everything and as in China on market days were thronged with people.

To slake the thirst of the shoppers, and I suppose the sellers, the pubs in the neighborhood
were allowed to stay open during market hours for, in those days, the opening times of the pubs
were strictly controlled.

I suppose 1 was lucky compared to some of the other children in the village. Across the street
from my parents’ home was one of those rows of houses. It started with a greengrocer’s shop and
finished with a bank and a haberdasher’s and in a neighboring small square was one of the village’s
seven pubs. As far as | know six of them are still there, the seventh succumbed during my early
years, not to lack of customers but to the fact that it was built on supports over the river and was
declared unsafe.

I started school on my third birthday. The regulations allowed this but were more directed to
saying every child must have begun school by their fifth birthday. 1 started so early because my best
friend from across the street, who was older than I, had already started and I could not wait to join
him.

The school was associated with the local church and was approached through Church Street,

one of the oldest in the village and noticeable by having the disused village pump and the Village
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Cross at its entrance. The street was narrow and cobbled and, as was common at the time, was
lined on both sides by a continuous row of small low houses’.

The school was divided into two parts, the smaller for infants with one large classroom where
one played as much as learned, and a room where Miss Bretherton taught me to read and write. To
learn to write, one had to copy the letters carefully onto guidelines. It was such an exact method I
cannot understand why my writing has been consistently bad ever since.

I cannot remember much about my early schooling although I do remember the method of
learning to read and to do arithmetic. It was all done by continuous repetition. So c-a-t spelled cat,
d-o-g spelled dog, two plus two equalled four, six times seven equalled forty two, and so on until
one was in possession of a good vocabulary and knew the 12 times tables backwards and forwards.

When I was nine, my schoolteacher and my parents told me that I was clever enough to take
“The Scholarship Exam”. Asaresult, the following March I was taken to the local market town of
Ormskirk to take the test. If I did well enough, then later in the year I would be able to go to the
Grammar School. 1 did take that test and taking the test was an adventure in itself. A ten-year-old
in those days did not travel out of his village very much and taking the test involved a journey on
the train, sitting for a whole day in a strange classroom and putting my best efforts into three
examinations.

One exam involved an English paper in which | wrote an essay describing my favourite house
(my great aunt’s), an arithmetic paper that was very easy as a result of Miss Bretherton’ s excellent
teaching and an intelligence test. In those days this was looked upon as the standard to decide who
was clever and who was not. 1 did well at the time and 1 have subsequently discovered that whether
one does well or not is more a matter of having a knack to do the test than being especially
intelligent.

Ormskirk Grammar School was founded in the 16th century and the oldest part of the school,
built of stone, was still in use when I arrived there, although part of it had become the headmaster’s
house.

The school had two characteristics. One, the headmaster was an Anglican priest and two, half
the pupils were fee paying. They were able to attend the school because they had wealthy parents a
nd had the ability to reach a minimum standard in a rather simple test. They generally entered the school
at seven or eight years of age and were taught in two classrooms in the original part of the school.

Because of an accident of birth I was able to take this exam and enter the school a year earlier

than my fellow freshmen because anyone with a birthday in the last three months of the year could
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sit the exam at ten and again at eleven. My birthday is the first of October and 1 gained my place at
my first attempt, so nobody could be younger than I was.

For a ten-year-old this new life was rather overpowering. I had walked the two minutes to
school since the day I started but now I had a ten-minute walk to the railway station, a twenty-minute
train journey and a fifteen-minute walk to school after I arrived in Ormskirk. Even when I arrived
at school I felt out of place. I was small for my age and the youngest member of the class and it was
quite a few years before I concluded that the rest of the classes were not giants.

I had not been at school a whole term when a dramatic change took place. The headmaster,
the Reverend Bates, announced he would retire at the end of the term and that Mr. Pierce, the senior
Latin teacher, would act as temporary head until a new person was appointed®. When it came, that
appointment changed the school forever.

There were about 350 pupils when I joined the school and it was not famous for its scholastic
achievements. In fact it was, I believe, some years since anyone had gone on from school to
University. Ormskirk was in the country, was a market town and, apart from its market it was
mainly famous for making the best gingerbread pastries and having a church with a tower and a
steeple. So University scholarships were far from the schoolboard’s minds.

The following September we had a new headmaster. His name was Mister Dickinson and he
was not a priest. He had, in fact, come to the school from the position of Head of the Chemistry
Department of Liverpool College, a public school with a splendid reputation for scholastic
achievement.

He introduced many changes setting for himself the task of making sure that his Grammar
School would soon gain a name for scholastic achievements. When I left the school, some six years
later, the school had more than seven hundred and fifty pupils and I had won a State Scholarship. I
was one of seven pupils to do so, the first to honour the school in this way for more than a decade.
The following years saw more impressive gains including, three years later, the first pupil in the
school’ s history to gain an open scholarship to Cambridge University.

It is many years since I last visited the school and I often wonder if the tradition, set by Mr.
Dickinson, is still carrying on or whether it has become the victim of the modern education thinking
in many countries of the Western world. This new philosophy believes that all children deserve the

same education in spite of some being brighter than others.
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. Victorian times: 4EZFERHE (1819 ~ 1901), BERHUESTAR KA -5 RE 5B Mi A HE 5

2. grammar school: J&[& 16 #EZL VAR TES N IR SCEER, JRRE LS KRBT
SFHERE N R, TR T RARFAFANFE PO & A ARRE. ARl 12 5 A
¥ B MR ARG, EEBOL TIPSR, I0EFR, BCERMBOAR A @ AL
SR AAE . REVFEHE AU SORERPIRE TR, B2 20 th4 60 4FA0K, 2EPER
11 5 A2 2% i PR R .

3. I like it because it was shot in Yorkshire in a beautiful part of England where the roads twist and

turn as they pass from one place of beauty to another. FKE U IXHEMATH, BB RLELAR =/ —
A FETHLR 2 s Bl g . EARJL, dhiREry, SaE AR, (FEAh, place of beauty &
beauty-spot & &)

4. Primarily the action takes place in the rural areas of the county but it sometimes wanders into a

more urban area and it did so on this occasion. AN T, JCiABZARKATHEX R EL, AimA
EHE A — S IR sk . X —IK, TR REBU R R X A A

5. Suddenly on the screen appeared a row of houses typical of those provided, throughout the

industrial north in Victorian times, to house the workers needed to man the new factories which were be-
ing built. 285k, JERE BEL T —HEB T, AR 4E S ARG B At Tolk X f) SRR, =h
EEEBOPHE T AT RN TARMAERT. (440 R E1%4)

6. Generally they would be in rows of twenty or so, often with no break between individual houses,
and sometimes no back as they were built “back to back” to economize on cost and land usage. —fi%
WRF, M TERE —HEHE, 20 20 B3k, BT ZEARZM. TR AL,
AR ARG, TR WY Wk, R .

7. The street was narrow and cobbled and, as was common at the time, was lined on both sides by
a continuous row of small low houses.

as TEAAT PR 6 FPET HBUAG, BEALEREH U, (R —RE ., AR LR T
AhReN: IR IR WA R P r RSB0 £ A B, PN R — FIRE — RIIREEN
Tt

8. I had not been at school a whole term, when it was announced that he would retire at the end of
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the term and that Mr. Pierce, the senior Latin teacher, would act as temporary head until a new person
was appointed.

HAEFRFE D BART|—2 1, KR E R B AGRIK, IR BB T IEHUNN i
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| Exercises ]

I. Comprehension Questions

1. What is the article mainly about?
A. Life in England.
B. The author’s education.
C. Taking examinations.

D. Ormskirk Grammar School.

2. Did the author enjoy life in his country?
A. Yes, when he watched television.
B. Only when he went to school with his friend.
C. Yes, because it was so like China.

D. The story does not tell us but implies he did.

3. What was the method of learning as remembered by the author?
A. By listening to Miss Bretherton talk.
B. By writing in a special book.
C. By continuous repetition.

D. By using an exact method.

4. Can you give a summary of what you know about Ormskirk Grammar School?
A. It was old but improving.
B. The headmaster was the Latin teacher and it made gingerbread.
C. It was not small but became so.

D. The new headmaster made it better.

5. What was the difference between when the author started and when he left? What did the school

gain after the author left?

A. More buildings and a new Headmaster.
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B. It was reorganised but gained state scholarships.
C. It had more pupils and a scholarship to Cambridge.
D. Mr. Dickinson had replaced Reverend Bates and married the P. E. teacher.

6. What did the changes in Ormskirk Grammar School imply?
A. Tt is natural to make progress with time.
B. Education administration is important even for a town like Ormskirk.
C. A priest cannot be a good headmaster.

D. If one wants to have some scholastic achievement in one’s school one must appoint a dean

from a college department as the school’s headmaster.

II. Translation from English into Chinese

1. Ilike it because it was shot in Yorkshire in a beautiful part of England where the roads twist and

turn as they pass from one place of beauty to another.

2. Primarily the action takes place in the rural areas of the county but it sometimes wanders into a

more urban area and it did so, on this occasion.

3. I started school on my third birthday because my best friend from across the street, who was

older than I, had already started and I could not wait to join him.

4. He introduced many changes,setting for himself the task of making sure that his Grammar School

would soon gain a name for scholastic achievements.

5. 1often wonder if the tradition set by Mr. Dickenson, is still carrying on or whether it has become
the victim of the modern education thinking in many countries of the Western World that believes that

all children should have the same education in spite of some being brighter than others.

I11. Topics for Discussion and Writing

1. What is the article mainly about?

2. Did the author enjoy life in his country?

3. What was the method of learning as remembered by the author?

4. Can you give a summary of what you know about Ormskirk Grammar School?

5. How did the school differ between when the author started and when he left?
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6. What did the school gain after the author left?

7. What did the changes in Ormskirk Grammar School imply?



