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| Introduction: Romance of the Three Kingdoms ‘JV

Romance of the Three Kingdoms was written in the 14" century by Luo
Guanzhong. It is a Chinese national epic about the troubled last years

of the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.—220 A.D.) as well as the Three Kingdoms ‘
Period (220 A.D.—280 A.D.).The story begins in 169 A.D. when many
warlords fought for power during the gradual collapse of the Han Dynasty.
As a result, the former Han Dynasty was ruled by three warlords: Cao
Cao, Prime Minister of Han controlling the northern part of the country;
Liu Bei, founder of the Kingdom of Shu in the southwest; and Sun Quan,
founder of the Kingdom of Wu in the south. However, eventually, the Sima

family united the whole of China by overthrowing Wei and founding the

Jin Dynasty.

Romance of the Three Kingdoms is a great source of knowledge for both
Chinese history as well as traditional Chinese culture. It narrates a tale of
friendship and rivalry, of loyalty and betrayal, and of victory and defeat.
It is considered as one of the Four Great Classical Novels of Chinese

literature and continues to be extremely popular in China, Japan, Korea

and Vietnam, in addition to many other countries around the world.



% ¥ Cao Cao: warlord, Prime # 79 Guan Yu: eworn brother of
Minister of Han Liu Bei and Military General
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& Lu Su: Administrator of Wu 1182 Sun Quan: warlord and
and successor to Zhou Yu founder of Wu

i

i& § & Zhuge Liang: Military Advisor to
Liu Bei and Prime Minister of Shu

%) & Liu Bel: warlord and founder
of Shu

% "t Zhang Fei: sworn brother of
Liu Bei and Military General
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