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Abstract

This book, Essentials of Bilingualism, comprehensively constitutes a theoretical and system-
atic frame of bilingual study and it is a milestone in the process of bestowing upon bilingual
study the status of an independent discipline. Reflecting the fact that bilingual study, bilingual
teaching and the social acceptance of bilingualism are the integral elements in the all - round
development of bilingualism, the book deeply and comprehensively expounds and explores every
aspect of the above — mentioned elements. Bilingual study is discussed in three chapters: first
language study, second language study, and multi — language study. Bilingual teaching is also
dealt with in three chapters: bilingual pedagogy, management of bilingual teaching, and the rela-
tionship between bilingual education and ethnic group education. The last element, social ac-
ceptance of bilingualism, was written in five chapters. It focuses on the influence of five main so-
cial factors — geological environment, population, economy, politics and religion — on the vitality

of languages.
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