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Introduction
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Shennongjia Geopark is a tectonic geomorphology integrated upland
and ecotypic geopark. It is located between 109°56'02''~110°36'55" E
and 31°21'56"~31°43'13" N. The region lies within the second gradient
terrain of China's eastern edge, and is the eastern section of the Daba
Mountains.

There are varieties of rare geological landscapes and phenomena in
Shennongjia, including dolomite and palaeontological clock of
Kuangshishan Fm., Shennongjia Group in Meso-Proterozoic era, glacial
deposits of Nantuo Fm.Nanhua system and the Snowball event, Cap
Dolomite of Doushantuo Fm. and climate return events, the instrusion of
mafic dyke events and the evolution relationship with Rodinia continent,
the Quaternary glacial landforms, the profile of Dajiuhu wetlands and
climatic evolution and so on. All of these have a great significance in
revealing the ancient climate and paleogeography and geological
evolution.

There are many world-class monopolistic tourism resoures with
distinctive characteristics in Shennongjia. The subtropical forest
ecosystem in this region is the only one preserved perfectly in Middle
Latitudes of the world. There are 3,239 kinds of higher plants, such as a
coniferous forest, broadleaf forest, bamboo, shrubs, grass, meadow,
swamp, etc., which composed of vegetation types and communities, and
form typical vegetation landscape. In addition, there are 493 species of
wild vertebrates lived in Shennongjia, which is titled as “the hometown
of albino animals” . The Sichuan snub-nosed monkeys live in this area,
and they are regarded as the national treasure of China.

In Shennongjia, people live in harmony with the nature, which
contributes to building up the original circlesin mountains of Mainland of
China. It is a place where preserves the ancient legend of Shennong
tasted herb medicines, a place where the world-famous “wild man” with
intricate mysteries live, a place where the myth epic of the “Darkness” in
Han nationality preserved. Additionally, the reserved Qld Salt Road of
Sichuan and Hubei Provinces, the wedding ceremony of the Tujia natives
and natural landscapes will fire ourimagination.
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HREMFLAEEEERFSKE Remote Sensing Image of Shennongjia Geopark

MREMREAREANL 022.72km* , E—MFAENBRELARE  #EA/MERK , SMEXKERS BN : #EMEK360.75km? , B IWEKX231.50km? , X
FEX190.50km? , AFMEX105.33km? , EEIREKX134.64km?2%

Shennongjia Geopark, with the area of 1022.72km’, is an extra large-scale geologic park. It is divided into five regions as follows: Shennongding
region of 360.75km*,Guanmenshan region of 231.50km’ Tianyan region of 190.50km? Dajiuhu region of 105.33km? Laojunshan region of 134.64km?
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The Roof of Central China

Shennongjia's terrain is higher on the southwest side and lower on the northeast side, with mostly subalpine
landscapes and mountain geomorphology. The Shennongjia area is covered by deeply-cut river valleys and criss-
crossing ravines and gullies, majestic mountains, and most of the peaks are over 1,500 meters above sea level. There
are 6 peaks exceeding 3,000 meters above sea leavel in central China, and all of them are within Shennongjia
geopark. That's why the Shennongjia is called as “the roof of Central China” . The summit of Shennongjia is called
Shennongding, 3,106 meters above sea level, the highest peak in Central China.
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Mountain Landscape from The Roof of Central China
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Mysterious and Profound Shennongjia
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A Panoramic View of Shennongding
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The average altitude of Shennongjia is over 1,800 meters above sea level. The 6 peaks over 3,000 meters above
sea level in central China are all located in this region. The elevation of Shennongding peak is 3,106.2 meters
above sea level. It is titled as "The highest peak in Central China.”

HMRTERS&E Remote Sensing Image of Shennongding
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Photographed by Ren Yihua
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Shennongding in Winter



L
o
e
o

o]

GllA GE

SHENNON

L EREE
Photographed by Ren Yihua

12/13



