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BEFORE READING
Here are the people in the story 4 Pretiy Face.

-]

Mike Morrison

_— =

Annie 0’Neil Kate Lawson

1 Match these sentences with the pictures and write the names. Use a dictionary to
help you.

B it She’s a student. She’s Zoe's friend.

) 8 A e el She works in a bookstore. She likes acting.

e A She’s the editor of an important magazine.

dih: SN n-L He's a student. He likes writing.

N e He’s a rich writer. He doesn't like talking to people.

1 L T TR O el She’s the editor of a small newspaper. She’s Mike's aunt.

2 Some of the people in this story become friends. Who makes friends with who?

2



Chapter | Zoe is angry
F—E EFPERES

Z oe is seventeen years old. She works in a bookstore,
in the little town of Newport. Zoe likes books and she
likes her work. But after work she likes to act in plays with
the Newport Players.

The Newport Players do six plays every year, and Zoe is
in most of them. Some plays are exciting, and some plays
are famous. This week, the play is Romeo and Juliet by
William Shakespeare.

‘A lot of people are coming to see it,” Zoe thinks. ‘T must
act well.’

bookstore

n. a shop for books
/5

act

v. to speak and
move; to tell a story
in front of other
people

play

n. a story that
people act

X B

player
n. an old name for
people who act in

plays
(\E#R) ER
famous

adj. that everybody
knows
e A ]

and

omlzrd S




college

n. you study here
after you leave
school

RE

theatre

n. a building
where people go
to see plays
R

newspaper

n. people read about
things that happen
every day in this
R

editor

n.the person who
says which stories
g0 in a newspaper
Y 35

review

n. some writing

in a newspaper
telling people
about a new play
or book

( ARk x4 8|
RATR ) R

Mike is eighteen years old. He is a student at Newport
College and he likes writing. One day he wants to write
plays for the theatre and for television.

‘One day I want to be famous,’ he thinks.

Newport has a newspaper. The Newport Weekly News
is its name, and Mike's Aunt Peggy is the editor. One
morning, she phones Mike.

‘Do you want to write a review of Romeo and Juliet for the
newspaper, Mike?’ she asks him. ‘The Newport Players
are doing the play tonight at the Little Theatre.’

‘Yes, please, Aunt Peggy!" Mike says. ‘Thanks for asking
me.’

That evening, he goes to Newport's Little Theatre to see
the play.




Mike goes into the theatre and sits at the front. He gets
out his notebook and pen, ready to write notes for his
review. There are a lot of people in the audience.

Five minutes later, the play begins.

Zoe acts the part of Juliet's mother. She knows all her
words and speaks them well.

Mike is watching her.

‘She’s very pretty and she’s doing her best,” he thinks.
‘But it's not easy to act the part of an older woman. She's
only sixteen or seventeen years old, and we all know it.’

He begins to write in his notebook.

notebook

n. a small book for
writing in

£tk

audience

n. the people who
g0 to see a play
A, A

part

n. one of the
people in a play
pretty

adj. beautiful







Two hours later, the play ends and the audience leaves
the theatre. Mike goes home and writes his review for the
newspaper. He doesn’t feel very happy.

‘It was a good play, but what can I say about the girl
acting the part of Juliet's mother?’ he thinks. ‘T want to be
kind but I must be honest, too.’

At the bookstore on Friday, Zoe reads Mike's review of
the play in the Newport Weekly News.

kind

adj. nice to people
KA

honest

adj. saying things
that are true

and Zoe Baker acts the part of Juliet’s
mother. She has a pretty face and she
speaks her words well. But she is a young
girl in an older woman’s costume, and
we all know it. She can never make me
believe differently.

Zoe is angry. She looks at the name under the review:
Mike Morrison.

‘Who is this Mike Morrison?’ she thinks. ‘What does he
know about acting?’

costume

n. the things that a
person wears in a
play

R

believe

v. to think that
something is true
RS



READING CHECK

Choose the correct pictures.

of the Newport

at Newport
College.
Weekly News.

works in a

bookstore

in Newport
.. is a student

.. is the editor

Bl "QE"ju

Zoe for the

first time . . .

®
=
7]
=
)
e
=

reads Mike's

review in

the Newport
Weekly News.




WORD WORK

1 These words don’t match the pictures. Correct them.

Week\: News

a

b Romeo and Julietis a _ _ _ _ by Shakespeare.

¢ Agatha Christieisa _ _ _ _ _ _ English writer.

d Zoe Baker likes to _ _ _ in her free time.

e Zoe has an important _ _ _ _ in this week’s play — she is Juliet’s mother.

f Mike thinks Zoehasa _ _ _ _ _ _ face.

g Mike mustwritea _ _ _ of Romeo and Juliet for Aunt Peggy’'s newspaper.
h Doyou_ ____ __ that Zoe can act well?

i Do you like my new shoes? Pleasebe _ _ _ _ _

GUESS WHAT

What happens in the next chapter? Tick two boxes.
a [ | Zoe sees Mike. ¢ [ | Zoe hits Mike.
b [ ] Zoe talks to Mike. d [ | Zoe talks to a friend about Mike.



coffee

n. people often
drink this in the
morning

o odf

café

n. you go here to
have a drink and
something to eat
ohwedE T

Chapter 2 Zoe has an idea
FE EPNRT

O n Tuesday evening the next week, Zoe and her friend
Annie are drinking coffee in the Newport Café.
Annie is a student at Newport College and sometimes in
the evenings she and Zoe meet at the café.

Suddenly, Zoe sees a boy sitting at a table across the
room. ‘Who's that boy?’ she asks Annie.

Annie laughs. ‘Do you like him? He has a nice face,” she
says. ‘His name’s Mike. I often see him at the college.’

‘Mike?’ Zoe says. ‘Mike who?”’




‘Mike Morrison,” Annie says.

‘That’s Mike Morrison?’ Zoe says. She is furious.

‘Yes, why?’ Annie asks.

‘He writes reviews for the Newport Weekly News,” Zoe
says.

‘That’s right,” Annie says. ‘His aunt is the editor. He ...
oh!” She stops suddenly and looks at Zoe. ‘The review of
Romeo and Juliet—'

‘Right!" Zoe says.’ Do you remember it? “Zoe Baker acts
the part of Juliet's mother. She has a pretty face and she
speaks her words well. But she is a young girl in an older
woman's costume, and we all know it.” Nice face or no
nice face, I hate him!’

furious

adj. very angry
A4

hate

v. not to love
TR




Annie laughs. ‘OK, go and tell him,’ she says. ‘Go and
say, “I hate you, Mike Morrison. You write stupid reviews
for the newspaper.” Go on.’

But Zoe isn’t laughing. ‘Yes, all right!’ she says furiously,

stupid q ‘

aw-prithout and she begins to get up from her chair. Then she stops,
thinking well

v suddenly.

idea ‘What’s wrong?’ Annie asks. ‘Are you afraid?’

;&sxotr:iiihmg e ‘No,” Zoe says. ‘I have a better idea. Does he come into
1%, Bk this café often?’

class

‘Every Tuesday and Thursday evening, I think,” Annie

n. atime when

Sf}t'gG"IS 'eg"‘ says. ‘He has a writing class at the college, and he comes
with a teacher

A2 here after it finishes.’

12



