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Lili Song
You are a coolie;
I am a coolie.
You feed on grass;

I feed on grain.
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The sun up, I work.

The sun down, I rest.

I dig a well for drink,

And I till the land for food.

What have I to do with the kingdom?
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We rise at sunrise,

We rest at sunset,

Dig wells and drink,

Till our fields and eat; —

What is the strength of the emperor to us?

(‘trans. by James Legge )
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GEKI JOKA
Sun up; work
Sundown; to rest
Dig well and drink of the water
Dig field; eat of the grain
Imperial power is? And to us what is it?

(trans. by Ezra Pound )
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Crickets Fighting

Crickets fighting, crickets fighting,
Could it be biting, take care!
Your finger, take care, care!

And all disappear!
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