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Water is the source of life, the necessity of production, and the basis of ecology.
Water conservancy is a great cause benefitting people’s livelihood.

China is always confronted with the exceptionally difficult task of water governance
due to her special geographical and climatic conditions. Water conservancy is not only a
necessity for people’s development and livelihood, but also a crucial factor for the prosperity
and stability of the country. A lesson learned through various periods of China’s history is
best described as “A sage takes water governance as the core of his rule”. In modern times,
putting people first and creating benefits for the people is an essential principle of water
conservancy work and a practical pursuit of water professionals.

To vigorously develop water conservancy for people’s livelihood is an important
manifestation of the Scientific Outlook on Development in the water sector, as well as a
solemn promise made and a practical action taken by water professionals. In recent years,
water departments at all levels have made remarkable progress in the development of
water conservancy for people’s livelihood by fulfilling a number of major tasks concerning
national interests and people’s livelihood, and many good endeavors closely related to
people’s benefits, winning strong support and high praise from the people. To cope with
floods and droughts, we have insisted on the principle of putting people’s life as the top
priority, making the best efforts to protect people’s lives, property and drinking water safety
in disaster-stricken areas. In the process of water sector development, we have placed great
emphasis on infrastructure projects that create the most direct benefits for the people,
completing a series of projects that are visible, accessible and beneficial to the people.
Throughout the process of enhancing water management, we have persisted in our effort
to properly handle the relationship among various stakeholders, effectively safeguarding
people’s rights concerning water resources exploitation and utilization, urban and rural
water supply, resettlement of project affected communities, ect. In furthering water sector
reform, we listen to the opinions of the public and respect public views and suggestions.
Whether or not a proposed reform initiative could help realize, guarantee and safeguard
people’s interests has been used as the criteria to evaluate its success and effectiveness.
By publishing this album, the Ministry of Water Resources of China intends to record
the progress of water conservancy development in the new era. This album also aims at

presenting China’s latest achievements in practicing and exploring water conservancy for




people’s livelihood.

Bringing benefits to the people knows no end. At present, China has entered a crucial
stage in completing the building of a moderately prosperous society in all respects. The 18th
CPC National Congress placed ecological civilization development at a prominent position,
making key deployment and raising higher requirements for water conservancy work.
We must be aware that a large population, insufficient land resources and the shortage
of water resources still constitute the basic national situation and water conditions of
China. Floods, droughts, water pollution and water and soil erosion have become major
bottlenecks restricting sustainable economic and social development. Water governance and
development is a complex and systematic project as well as a long-term arduous task. We
must look at water issues from the perspective of ensuring national water security, consider
water conservancy work in the light of the overall situation of socio-economic development,
firmly establish the concept of people-oriented development, actively promote the values of
serving the people, emphasize the practical requirements of prioritizing people’s livelihood,

and strive to create more benefits for the people.

“At rising tide the river flows wide, and in fair wind a sail is raised high”. Standing at
the new starting point, the water sector of China will seize the opportunities brought about
by the 18th CPC National Congress, follow the guideline of the Scientific Development
Outlook, implement the decisions made by Central Government on developing water
resources and benefitting the people, and open new chapters in the history of managing
water for people’s livelihood, so as to ensure the peace and safety of rivers, the beauty and
charisma of mountains, the affluence and safety of the people. Water conservancy will

bring more benefits to the Chinese nation and our future generations.

Clien Lec

Minister of Water Resources, People’s Republic of China
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Nuorilang Waterfall in Jiuzhaigou Valley, Sichuan Province
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Wuzhen Located in Tongxiang City, Zhejiang Province
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Libo County, Guizhou Provincg
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China’s Special Geographical
and Climatic Conditions

Located in the east of the Eurasian
continent, to the west of the Pacific Ocean,
the country has a stair-like topography,
which is high in the west and low in the
east. With a typical monsoon climate,
China has high temperature and frequent
rainfall in the summer and cold and dry
weather in the winter. It is not unusual to
have consecutive wet years or dry years
and frequent occurrence of disastrous
weather conditions. Floods, droughts and
typhoons are natural disasters that have

the most severe impact on the country.
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