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John Escott has written many books for readers of all ages, and particularly
enjoys writing crime and mystery thrillers. He was born in the west of
England, but now lives on the South Coast. When he is not writing, he
visits second-hand bookshops, watches videos of old Hollywood movies,
and takes long walks along empty beaches. He has written Kidnap!, A
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BEFORE READING

This is Tom. He’s an artist and he lives in the
United States. One day he goes to a bookstore.
What happens? Tick the boxes.

a At the bookstore Tom finds . . .
1 acell phone 2 agun

b Hegets...
1 abook 2 a coffee

¢ He draws a picture of . ..

1 an interesting woman 2 a movie star
s //—“

d He sees two men. They are . . .
1 bodyguards 2 kidnappers 3 movie stars




CHAPTER 7

© Tom lives in America, near the town of Harper. He is an artist
and he works at home. He is working on a comic strip.

‘How do the

two friends
escape?’ Tom
thinks. ‘They’re
running through
some trees, and a
man with a gun
is running after
them. I need a
new idea.’
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Exiaic

artist n. a person who makes pictures
B

comic strip  a story with pictures
ERE

escape v. to get away from something bad
L

gun n. a person can fight with this
i

idea n. something that you think
E -



© ‘Maybe I need to go out, ’
Tom thinks.

v

[
L —
e
O g,

@ It’s winter and there’s a lot of snow.
‘I can go to the bookstore in Harper,’
Tom thinks. ‘It’s warm in there.’

® ‘I need some coffee,” he thinks.
He parks his car and goes into the bookstore.
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O “TUFRRAIZHEEE, " BB
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ST EEE R T B,
EmiaiC
maybe adv. perhaps
R
winter n. the time of year when it is very cold
BN
snow n. something soft, cold and white
bookstore ~. a shop for books
BiE
coffee n. a hot dark brown drink that has a slightly bitter taste
Wik
park v. to stop driving and leave your car
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@ Just then, Tom sees
some white paper.

The paper falls from a
man’s hand.

© 'Wait!” Tom He gets a cup
calls. “This of coffee, and
is yours!” sits down ata |
But the man

doesn’t hear
him. Tom

looks at the
paper. It has

a map on it.
He puts the
paper into
his coat.
‘Maybe

it’s not
important,’
he thinks.
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Emiaic

paper n. you write on this
L3

fﬁ v. (fell, fallen) to go down suddenly
EE

map n. a picture that shows where things are
A



@ Tom sees a woman with
red hair at a table near him.

‘That’s an interesting
face,” he thinks. ‘I"d like to
draw it, but I don’t have
any paper.’

Then he remembers the
man’s map. ‘Oh! Yes, I
do!’

)¢

‘Maybe I can use this in a
comic strip,” he thinks.

® Tom drinks his
coffee and goes
down into the
bookstore. He looks
out of the window

and sees the woman §
from the coffee
shop.

‘Is something
wrong?’ he thinks.
‘Why is she
standing there in
the street?’
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Bmiaic
draw v. (drew, drawn) to make a picture with a pen or pencil
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© Tom goes out to the street. ® Tom wants to help the woman.

‘Hi! Are you OK?’ Tom asks. ‘You need to call a tow truck, ’
‘It’s my car,” the woman says. he says. ‘They can come and get
‘There’s something wrong with it.” your car. Here’s my cell phone.’

© 'What’s that?’ the woman asks, when she sees Tom’s picture.
‘It . . . it’s a picture of you,” Tom says. ‘I’m an artist. I draw pictures for
comic books. Oh, but there’s a map—"’

0 2 v/,/
LA AND J—A A«;Vé
\_.‘/\ A‘T 12 30,9/% /VV\‘/BG >

\/W'TH BodvGuned| ?

\

AN WA:fﬁ}é CWL

Tom tells the woman about the men in the

\ WEGET aWAY Wiy
bookstore. They look at the map. Z\AINTTHE ‘/AN/"\
‘Look at this!” says Tom, and he reads g \ Q =i g

from the map. \ﬁ d
N
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B

tow truck a big car that can pull your car when it isn’t working
ik

cell phone  a phone that you carry with you
Fl

bodyguard ». a strong person who protects important people
®RE

van n. a big car, with no side windows at the back
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READING CHECK

Choose the right words to complete the sentences.

a Tom is an artist. At home he is
workingona. ..
1 [ ] big picture.

2 Z(comic strip.
3 [ ] map.

b Tom goestothe. ..
1 [ ] supermarket.
2 [ ] airport.

3 [ ] bookstore.

¢ Tom sees a ... fall from a man’s
hand.

1 [ ] map
2 [ ] photo

3 [ ] gun

WORD WORK

Use the words in the cell phone to complete

the sentences.

a Tom must think of a new .../3€0

for his story.

Dolnthel B it'’s very cold and

sometimes there’s a lot of
................................ on the hills.

¢ There’s something wrong with our car.
Weneedtocalla.....evecnncane.

d ‘Can you do the English homework?

................................ | can, but it’s
difficult!

d Tom draws a picture of . ..
1 [ ] an old woman.
2 [ | an interesting woman.
3 [ | aman and a woman.

e There’s something wrong with the

woman’s . ..

1| |%car

2 [ ] cell phone.
3 [ ] coffee.

f Onthe map Tom and the woman

read about . . .
1 [ ] abodyguard and a van.

2 [ | abodyguard and a plane.
3 [ ] avanand a plane.




