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In ancient China, the historical prototype of the club, known as
hall or archaic at that time, began to take shape. Liu Dong in Ming
Dynasty wrote in his book Royal Capital Features Slightly, “There
were no halls set up in the capital in ancient times until Jialong
period”. In Ci Hai, the hall is explained as "the institutions set up
in the capital and large cities by people with the same birth place
or people in the same industry as well as the place for the assembly
and sustenance of fellow peers”. This is the most comprehensive
and concise explanation for the hall. Hall arose in Ming Dynasty,
reached its peak in Qing Dynasty, and has experienced from birth
to transition, from regression to innovation, every step of which
implies the footstep of times.

The earliest hall appeared in the Yongle period of the Ming Dynasty.
People from Wuhu, in Anhui Province, set up the Wuhu Hall in
Beijing. Later, it became a fashion for all provinces to construct
halls in the capital. In the Ming and Qing periods, the number of
halls and industrial and commercial halls built by each province
reached more than 500, among which the Jiangxi Hall, Fengtian
Hall, Sichuan Hall and the existing Huguang Hall were relatively
larger ones in that period. Halls in that time were divided into two
categories - the fellow hall and the guild hall. The former provides
townsmen with places for party, contact and dwelling; the latter is
the place for people from commercial and handicraft industries to
hold consultation and handle affairs. Halls were mostly built in the
capital, provincial capitals and cities with developed commercial
and handicraft industries, most of which were not profit-oriented.

If guild hall is considered as China's native culture, then the
concept of club is absolutely exotic. The occurrence of first club
in Beijing is accompanied by the settle-down of first Hong Kong-
style property in beijing, while the concept of Hong Kong-style
club originates from U.K. In 17th century Europe, the world's first
membership-based club was born in a coffee shop in UK. Since the
participants had the same interests and hobbies, they decided to
form a union. Actually, this is the initial stage of private club.

Modern clubs all regard profit as the purpose, so they have pressure
on operating. Clubs need to maintain the facilities, pay for the
staff and promote the brand, all of which require large investment.
If there isn't enough number of members to support, clubs are
difficult to operate for a long time. If a club wants to succeed, a
distinct operating idea is needed besides a huge sum of money
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&

as the supporter. For example, in Europe, successful clubs are all
operating in the name of foundation or chamber of commerce.
However, in terms of ordinary consumers, the best club isn't the
top-grade club, but the most practical one.
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I'he designers repeatedly communicate with the client to decide the mix-and

desig

natch simple European style that is suitable for the local market. The «

ocus on the overall atmosphere and detail ti

‘atment, actively reconcile tl

tmosphere, enhance the client's acceptance on the project and reflect t

roduct’s cognition of the market. Through a variety of design techniques a

‘
onstant change of design elements, the designers create a harmonious and
NING HA] umanistic life space for the client
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