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Translator’s Words

By the end of 2012, IMA Educational Case Journal (IECJ) had been
published for five years. Cases for the first three years (2008 ~ 2010) were
published by the Economic Science Press, Beijing, in bilingual version in three
volumes in 2012. Now we are presenting the Fourth and Fifth Volumes based on
the chief editor of the IECJ, Dr. Raef Lawson’s rearrangement for cases
published in 2011 to 2012. Each volume includes the main topics of management
accounting.

The bilingual version doubles the length of the book. This might cause some
inconvenience for readers who only read Chinese. However, English gradually
becomes an important tool for Chinese to communicate with the outside
world. More and more Chinese business schools are adopting bilingual
teaching. Therefore, Volumes IV and V are still published in bilingual version.

For the most recent seven years, translating materials on Management
Accounting is the most enjoyable contents of my retired life. However, this job is
very challenging, far beyond my capalbility. These cases are full of technical
terms as well as business environments related to heavy industry, healthcare,
food and beverage, sports and entertainment, and information technology, which
I am not familiar with. Furthermore, some authors use quite a few current
American slangs. My dictionary just could not help.

Some of my friends extend their hands to help. Mr. Mike Meiser, a retired
pilot, also lives in Anchorage, Alaska, in our neighborhood. He becomes my
best friend. I have about one question in each page. I give him my guess. He
spends much time doing research with all available sources. Averagely speaking,
in my ten questions, two of my guesses are not complete, Mike gives me full
explanation which I use in footnotes; another two of my guesses are absolutely
wrong. Without his help, every ten pages of my translation would have two
serious mistakes !

Professor Fei Feng, director of the Financial Department of No. 10 Hospital in
Shanghai helps me with healthcare terms. Professor Mu Yong carefully proofreads

cases related to information technology, sometimes even retranslate many
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paragraphs. Graduate students majored in Computerized Accounting also lend
their hands. I don’t know their names. They are “unknown heroes”.

I had a major operation in January 2012, recovering smoothly though slowly
due to my age. I am 82, not able to translate these cases all by myself in these
days. For translating cases comprised of Volumes IV and V, we have formed a
team, including two college instructors, one PwC staff, and one student pursuing
his Master’s degree. Three of them were my students when I lectured at the
Chongqing Polytechnic University. They translated about half of the cases in
Volumes IV and V (bilingual version) . All these cases are proofread for at least
twice for quality purposes. The names of the specific translator and proofreaders
appear at the bottom of the first page of each case.

As translators and proofreaders, the purpose for publishing these cases in
bilingual version is inviting our readers to find out errors in our work. We
sincerely expect your criticism and correction. Please send to Yang lJiliang
(jiliang _y @ yahoo. com ), Zhao Cheng ( chengjxufelll @ 163. com), Chen
Xiuyun (bear12345@ 163. com) , Hu Jinfeng ( hujinfeng023@ 126. com) , or Yu
eagerly looking

Hui ( cherishth@ qq. com) . We are “raising our heads”

forward to your criticism.

Yang Jiliang
November 1, 2013
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Editor’s Preface

This book contains a selection of case studies published in the IMA Educational
Case Journal. Through publication of the translations of these case studies, the
Institute of Management Accountants (IMA) is pursuing its goal of enhancing
the teaching of management accounting world-wide, thereby furthering the
development of the global management accounting profession.

The case study method entails learning by analyzing and discussing a real-
life situation involving a decision, problem, or issue faced by an organization.
Unlike traditional lecture-based teaching where student participation in the
classroom is minimal, the case study method requires students to be actively
involved and to participate in the classroom discussion.

If you have been exposed only to traditional teaching methods, you will find
that you need to change your approach to learning. A case study is not a problem. A
problem has a unique, correct solution. On the other hand, there typically no unique,
correct answer to a case study. A decision-maker faced with a situation described in a
case study can usually choose between several alternative courses of action, each of
which can be supported by logical argument.

By providing detailed, interesting information about real business situations,
case studies can make learning about the concepts covered in a case more interesting.
Cases will also enhance your grasp of management theory by providing real-life
examples of the underlying theoretical concepts.

But the use of case studies does much more than that. By learning how to
analyze and present a case study, you will be developing skills that are essential
to your future career as a business professional. These include the development
of analytic and decision-making skills and learning how to express your views.
The case study method will improve your ability to ask the right questions in a
given problem situation and to identify and understand the underlying problems
in a given situation rather than the superficial issues. Case studies reflect the
reality of managerial decision-making in the real world, where often decisions
are based on insufficient information. Cases reflect the ambiguity and complexity that

accompany most management decision-making. They can also provide an integrated
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view of management, as managerial decision-making frequently involves integration
of theories and concepts learnt in different functional areas such as marketing and
manufacturing.

In this volume I have included the Teaching Note for one of the cases in
order to acquaint faculty using these cases with this resource. Teaching Notes for
all of these cases are available to IMA Academic members on the IMA website.

The purpose of a Teaching Note is more than simply presenting the “correct”
answer to a case. Besides suggesting an approach to solving a case, a good
Teaching Note conveys the author’s experience in using the case, suggests
alternative ways to approach the material in the case, discusses how to modify
the case based on the course in which it is used, provides information on the
actions actually taken by the company in the case (if a “real world” case), and
may provide references to additional resources.

Teaching notes for all of these cases are available to IMA academic
members on http: //www. imanet. org/. For any questions regarding academic
membership registration, please contact IMA China office by dialing the hotline
4000 - 462 —262 or sending email to imachina@ imanet. org,

I wish you success and hope you enjoy these cases!

Raef Lawson, PhD, CFA, CMA, CPA
Professor-in-Residence and Vice President of Research
Editor, IMA Educational Case Journal

Institute of Management Accountants
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